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PANASONIC KXP2123 


COLOUR PRINTER 

24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 192 CPS/64LQ, 7 
FONTS (1 SCALEABLE), EXTREMELY 
QUIET 43.5 DBA NOISE LEVEL, FREE 
PRINTER LEAD, 1 YEAR WARRANTY. 
ONE OF THE QUIETEST DOT MATRIX 
PRINTERS AROUND. 


CANON BJ10 Sx 


BUBBLE JET PRINTER 

64 NOZZLE, 80 COLUMN, 110LQ CPS 
2LQ/3 DRAFT FONT, 1 YEAR WARRANTY, 
FREE PRINTER LEAD. A SMALL, 
PORTABLE PRINTER, VERY QUIET IN 
OPERATION YET GIVING OUTSTANDING 
PRINT QUALITY. FASTER AND QUIETER 
THAN THE BJ10EX. 


= CITIZEN SWIFT 90C 


COLOUR PRINTER 

9 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 240CPS/54NLQ, GNLO 
FONTS, 2 YEAR WARRANTY, FREE 
PRINTER LEAD. A 9 PIN PRINTER 

WITH COLOUR FACILITY AND 

FULL PAPER HANDLING FUNCTIONS, 


~ CITIZEN SWIFT 200C 


PRINTER + COLOUR KIT 

. 24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 216CPS/72LQ 6 LO/t 
DRAFT FONT, AUTO SET FACILITY, INPUT 
DATA BUFFER, AUTO PAPER LOADING, 
ENVELOPE PRINTING, 2 YEAR 
WARRANTY. FREE PRINTER LEAD. 


CITIZEN 240C PRINTER + 


COLOUR KIT 

24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 240CPS/B0LQ, 9LO/t 
DRAFT FONT, 2 YEAR WARRANTY, FREE 
PRINTER LEAD. ADVANCED VERSION OF 
24E WITH AUTOSET FEATURE AND LCD 
CONTROL PANEL 


ws 


SS. 


EPSON LQ100 PRINTER 
24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 250 CPS/72 LQ, 
8 FONTS (2 SCALABLE), QUIET 
S0DB NOISE LEVEL, EASY TO USE 
CONTROL PANEL, FREE PRINTER 
LEAD. 1 YEAR WARRANTY. 
EXCEPTIONAL QUALITY LOW 
COST 24 PIN PRINTER 


EPSON STYLUS 800 


INKJET PRINTER. 
48 NOZZLE, 80 COLUMN, 150cPS 

q LQ, 3600P! RESOLUTION, 4 
SCALABLE FONTS, LOW RUNNING 
COSTS, EASY TO USE CONTROL 
PANEL. FREE PRINTER LEAD. 2 
YEAR WARRANTY 


APPROVED 
DEALERS FOR 


SQ 


PRINTER ACCESSORIES, 
CANON AUTO CUT SHEET FEEDER FOR BJ-10EX OR 61-105. 
[G0 SHEET CAPACITY) PRINTER. ALLOWS AUTOMATIC. 
FEEDING OF sp SHEETS OF PAPER NTO CANON 


Dealir us 


BUIOEK AND But0SK S499 

CITIZEN PRINTER DRIVER KIT FOR AMIGA. 

'SUITS ALL WORKBENCH VERSIONS FROM 1.3 10.3.0 

[ENO\ANCES PRINT GUALITY PROM CITIZEN SWIFT 

PRINTERS, GIVES OUTSTANDING RESULTS: 12.09 

DUST COVER FOR #0 COLUMN PRINTER (CLEAR PVC) 490 

PRINTER STAND FOR ANY PRINTER, 

ALLOWS PAPER TO BE STORED UNDERNEATH PRINTER 

FOR CLEAN AND TIDY OPERATION OF PRINTER. .... 798 

PRINTER LEAD (PARALLEL) 1.5 METRES FOR AMIGA, ST OR PC... 799 

SWITCHER BOX FOR AMIGA, ST OR PC. 

‘CONNECTS TWO PRINTERS OR TWO PERIPHERALS TO 

PARALLEL PRINTER PORT. MANUAL SWITCHER, 

REQUIRES SWITCHER LEAD... 1898 

SWITCHER LEAD (STRAIGHT THROUGH CABLE). 

CONNECTS AMIGA, ST OR PC TO SWITCHER BOX. 1.6 METRES 

PARALLEL (MALE TO MALE 25 WAY D CONNECTORS)... 998 

INK CARTRIDGE (BLACK) FOR CANON BU-10EX OR BJ-1OSX PRINTER 1999 

[NK CARTRIDGE (BLACK) OR EPSON STYLUS 600 PRINTER... 4190 

RIBBON (BLACK) FOR EPSON LO100 PRINTER 798 

INK CARTRIDGE (BLACK) FOR HP DESKJET 510 PRINTER 2406 
i998 
1599 

630 
390 


FOR PANASONIC KXP2123,Kx02180 ANO KXP2124 PRINTER, 
(BLACK) FOR STAR LC100 OR LC20 PRINTER 


iBsON GANTMIDGE (MONO) FOR STAR'S) 144 PROTER 


BOLLISTICK 
HANO HELD JoysTICK 
(MICROSWITCHED, 
AUTOFIRE) 

10.99 


CHEETAH BUG JOYSTICK 
(icROSWITCHED, 
‘AUTOFIRE) 

1398 


COMPETITION PRO EXTRA 
Joysnex 

(CLEAR BASE, 
MicroswrTcHeD, 
‘AUTOFIRE) 

1149 


GRAVIS JoysTiCk win 
FOAM PADDED GRIP. 
‘ADJUSTABLE HANDLE 
TENSION AND. 
PROGRAMMABLE FIRE 
BUTTONS: 

22.98 


ONIX SPEEOKING 
JOYSTICK (AUTOFIRE) 
1099 


Pinto Mine JOYSTICK 
(aicROSWITCHED) 
1099 


LoGic 3 QuaTRO JOYSTICK 
| (MICROSWITCHED) 


1098 


ai 


‘SCORPION PLUS JOYSTICK. 
ARCADE STYLE 

WITH TURBO FIRE 

9.99 


wn 
COMPETITION 

4 PRO 5000 
JOYSTICK (MICROSWITCHED) 
11.99 


] 
POWER PLAY 
CRUISER TURBO JOYSTICK 
(MICROSWITCHED, AUTOFIRE) 
1.48 


QUICKJOY FOOT PEDAL FOR AMIGA OR ST. 
TRANSFERS ANY JOYSTICK FUNCTIONS TO FOOT 
PEDALS. IDEAL FOR FLIGHT AND CAR SIM'S, 
COMPATIBLE WITH MOST AMIGA AND ST GAMES 
‘AND CAN WORK IN CONJUNCTION WITH JOYSTICK 
(OR STEERING WHEEL. 16.99 


QUICKJOY JET FIGHTER 
JOYSTICK 
(MICROSWITCHED, 
AUTOFIRE) 

11.99 


QUICKJOY aut JoysTiCK 
(MICROSWITCHED) 
799 


‘ALFA MEGAMOUSE 2 FOR 
AMIGA OR ST. 260 DPI, HIGH 
QUALITY MOUSE FOR A 
BUDGET PRICE. 

1199 


RSD TRUEMOUSE FOR 
AMIGA OR ST. 200-400 DP! 
RESOLUTION. COMFORTABLE 
FEEL AND LONG CORD. 

1449 


ANALOGUE JOYSTICK ADAPTOR 
FOR AMIGA, ALLOWS ANY 15 PIN 
ANALOGUE PC JOYSTICK TO BE USED 
ON ALL AMIGAS WITH GAMES THAT 
FEATURE ANALOGUE CONTROL. 


FOUR PLAYER JOYSTICK ADAPTOR, 
FOR AMIGA OR ST 


JOYSTICK EXTENDER CABLE 
FOR AMIGA OR ST (3 METRES) 


JOYSTICK SPLITTER CABLE FOR 
[AMIGA OR ST. ALLOWS 2 JOYSTICKS: 
TO BE CONNECTED TO 1 PORT... 


MOUSE MAT 
(JUNGLE SCENE) 
WITH SPONGE 
BACK AND COLOUR 
PRINT nn 99 


MOUSE NAT 
WITH SPONGE BACKING. 


PORT EXTENSION ADAPTOR, 
FOR AMIGA OR ST (PACK OF TWO}. 
EXTENDS JOYSTICK ANO 
MOUSE PORTS BY 21CMS 


ROBOSHIFT INTERFACE 
FOR AMIGA OR ST (PLUGS MOUSE 
‘& JOYSTICK INTO ONE PORT) 


3 
OVERAO GAMES TO CHOOSE 
FROM - CALL 0279600204 


AMIGA A1200 2/0 L 


MANAGER, OSCAR & DENNIS. 


‘SUPER PRO ZIP STICK JOYSTICK 
(WICROSWITCHED, AUTOFIRE) 


NEW ATARI JAGUAR COMING SOO) 


‘QUICKJOY TOP STAR JOYSTICK 
(MICROSWITCHED, AUTOFIRE) 


17.49, 


QuicksHor 126F 
MAVERICK 1 JOYSTICK. 
(AUTOFIRE) 41.99 


QUICKSHOT 137F PYTHON 
‘JOYSTICK 

(AUTOFIRE) 

399 


SLIKSTIK 
JOYSTICK 


MEGAGRIP 2 
JOYSTICK (AUTOFIRE) 

ce) 
SPEEDKING 
ANALOGUE 
JOYSTICK FOR — 
[AMIGA (FOR 
PROPORTIONAL CONTROL OM 
SUITABLE SOFTWARE. AUTOFRE 
11.98 


1198 


‘SWIFT 1P200 JOYPAD 
FOR AMIGAST. 
TURBO FIRE 

‘AND AUTOFIRE 

99 


MOUSE, BUILT-IN TV 
MODULATOR, 2MB 
RAM EXPANDABLE TO 
10MB, WORKBENCH 
3.0, 32 BIT MOTOROLA 
68020 PROCESSOR 
RUNNING AT 14MHz. 
NEW AGA GRAPHICS 
CHIPSET, 1 YEAR IN- 
HOME seniics 
WARRAI 

WITH TEMMINGS 
AND DELUXE 
PAINT 3 


AMIGA A1200 DESKTOP DYNAMITE PACK 


COMPUTER WITH MOUSE, BUILT-IN TV MODULATOR, 2MB RAM EXPANDABLE TO. 
S0MB, WORKBENCH 3.0, 32 BIT MOTOROLA 68020 PROCESSOR RUNNING AT 14MHz. 
NEW AGA GRAPHICS CHIPSET, 1 YEAR IN-HOME SERVICE WARRANTY 

WITH WORDWORTH 2.0 AGA WORD PROCESSOR, DELUXE PAINT IV, PRINT 


FREE ELITE 2, BATMAN RETURNS, LEMMINGS 2 & 
CIVILISATION AGA GAMES wie stocks Last) 


WITH EVERY MARIC ALL STARS PACK 


ROBOCOP 3 
11.49 


RAINBOW COLLTN. 


SILENT SERVICE 2 
11,99 


a 
TOP SPECIAL 
jij OFFER 


FISSTAIKE 2 
9.99 


STREETFIGHTER 2 
11.99 


MEG = requires at least | meg of RAM to run, 
1S = Double sided disks 
+ = NEW item 


4220 AIRBUS (USA VERSION) O18 (1 MEG) 
ADOAMS FAMILY (1 MEG) 

Sin sucks 0s 1 EG) 

SwoTHeR WORLD 

Swesome 

Sir FLvINa FoAtRESS Oi8 (es) 
EATUAN THE MOVIE. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN DIS 


EHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER S34 D’S 1 MEG) 

SHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER COLLECTION 

S31 UPDATE DISK) D/S (1 MEG) = 
(AMPIONSHIP MANAGER DS. 


IARUPTION (WSCROLLS) 
ERUISE FOR A CORPSE (1 MEG) 

SOGFIGHT (1 MEG) 

OREAMLANDS 

TTANSARCTICA. STORM MASTER, SHAR) MEG), 
DUNGEON MASTER & CHAOS STRIKES BACK 
DYNA BLASTERS O'S 

ELITE 2 (FRONTIER) OVS (7 WEG) 

ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET OF 

THe ROBOT MONSTERS 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS (St8) 

EN OOMARK) O'S 

Fis STRIKE EAGLE 2 iS (1 MEG) 

Hi FALCON + DATA DISK'S. 

Ha STEALTH FIGHTER O° (1 MEG) 

FACE OFF ICE HOCKEY 

FANTASTIC. WORLOS 

TREALMS, PIRATES, MEGA LO MANIA, 

2OPULOUS. WONDERLAND) D/S (1 MEG) 

FINAL COMMAND: 


SONY 14" COLOUR TV (G 


SONY 14" COLOUR TV (WHITE) ... 
SONY 14" COLOUR TV+FASTEXT .. 


SONY 


DSDD 3.5" DISKS 
WITH LABELS 


PACK OF 50 


22.99 


{AMPIONSHIP MANAGER 93 UPOATE OISK (i MEG)..9.49 


—> 


TOP SPECIALS | 
OFFER 


CHAOS ENGINE RAILROADTYCOON SPECIAL FORCES 


10.99 


a 
PREMIER MGR D/S CHAOS STRIKES BACK —SPEEDBALL 2 
9.49 3.99 8.99 


LEMMINGS 2 
13.99 


‘ANOTHER WORLD 


11.99 11.49 


FIRST SAMURAL « MEGA LO MANIA D'S (1 MEQ).....13.99, 
FLAMES OF FREEDOM (MOWINTER 2) O'S (7 MEG) = 12.99. 
FORMULA | GRANO PAIX OS (1 MEG) aes 


FUTURE WARS D/S 
Goat Mea) 
GRANAM Gooch WORLD GLASS ChicKET os 
GRAHAM TAYLOR'S SOCCER MANAGER O'S (1 EG) 
HARLEQUIN 
HEROQUEST 2: THe LEGACY OF SORASILON FA 
Iie 7: 
aR TAL Bis WES) 
INDIANA JONES 2 ACTION (PATE OF ATLANTIS) 
INDIANA JONES ACTION 
INDIANA JONES ADVENTURE Bis 
ISHAR 2- LEGIONS OF CHADS OFS (NEG) 
AMES BOND 
‘dnocren (wscAOiLs) 
kick OFF? OS 
‘te KILLING Game SHOW. 
Fas KINGMAKER DS 

Kuiohts OF THe sky (i tie) 
Sods Lemmas 2 Ors eG) 

LEMMINGS DATA DISK - OH NOT 

LOMBARD RAC RALLY 
Lotus TUABO CHALLENGES 
(One oF THE TEMPTRESS D'S (i HES) 
Mt TANK PLATOON OS 
MAGICLAND DIzzY 
333 MANIAC MANSION o/s 

MICROPROSE 30 GOLF GS 
74s WiG29 O'S (1 eG) 

ONE STEP BEYOND BS 
OPERATION STEALTH DS 
Pang 
PANzA Kick BORING 
PARASOL STARS D'S 
PATRICIAN OVS (1 MEG) 
PICK 'N PILE 
PIRATES OS 
PrrrlGHTER 
POPULOUS & PRGNISED LANDS GS (7 MEG) 
Powen UP 
(CHASE Ho, TURRICAN. x-ouT, 
$93 ALTERED BEAST, RAINBOW ISLANDS) O°. 


i2s POWERORIFT. 333 
a8 POWERMONGER : Wi/i GATA DIK BS i288 
IEMIER MANAGER Drs a3 


INCE OF PERSIA D'S (1 Mi) 798 
10 TENNIS TOUR 7 OS 
443 PUSHOVER DS 


SONY KVM1400 14” FST 
COLOUR SCART 
TV/MONITOR WITH 
REMOTE CONTROL. 

60 CHANNEL TUNING, REAR SCART 


INPUT, HEADPHONE SOCKET, TWO 
POSITION TILT, BLACK TRINITRON 


‘SCREEN, LOOP AERIAL. 


(STATE AMIGA, ST, MEGADRIVE, CD32 
OR SNES). 

GIVES PIXEL PERFECT 
PICTURE. SUPERB QUALITY 
REY) ... +-194.99 
seeeeee 194,99 


seeeeeee 249.99 


BLANK DISKS 
PACK OF 10 SONY DOUBLE DENSITY 
3.5" DISKS + CASE 
WITH LABELS AND 
FREE PLASTIC FLIP 
TOP DISK BOX 


PACK OF 50 SONY 
DSDD 3.5” DISKS. 
WITH LABELS . 


PACK OF 10 TOK 
MF-20D 3.5” DISKS 


6.99 


(DSDD BRANDED) 7.99 
3.5" DISK HEAD CLEANER .........4.49 
DISK BOX 3.5" (10 CAPACITY) 

PLASTIC FLIP TOP Bee VY 


CHAMP MGR 93/94 
12.99 


ZOOL, 
17.49 


TOP SPECIAL 


SOF MONKEY ISL 
12,99 


‘SENSI SOCCER 


TOUR TENNIS 2 
10.99 


PIRATES 
10.49 


QUEST & GLORY 
{GLOOOWYCH. MIOWINTER. CADAVER, 
{Row tonD) os. 


rCOLLECTION 
‘BOBBLE, RAINBOW ISLANDS, 


OOO LEGEND QUEST. : 
RoBocoe 2 %: 
ROBOCOP 3 0 Med). 4 
ROCKET RANGER H 
RORKE's ORIFT OS 7: 
SABRE TEAM OS (iE) 4 
SCRABBLE (US GOLD) 

SECRET OF MONKEY (SLANG OS ( tieG 
SENSIBLE SOCCER (9293 SEASON) DS 
SHADOW OF THE BEAST 2 


SuabowaaTe 98 
SHADOWOALOS 54 (HE) ta 


Shurme os Mec) 
SENT SERVICE 7 0° (7 MEG). 

SPECIAL FORCES O° (1 MEG) 

SPeepeait 2 

Stacetmanten 208 (7 ue) 

STUNT CAR RACER. 

SUPER CARS 2 

‘TROuAN - cySEA ASSAULT (LIGHT BHAZER Gali) 
‘TROJAN - FIRESTAR (UGHT PHAZER GAME). 
‘TROJAN - THE ENFORCER (LIGHT PHAZER GAlié) 
wieKo os 

Wwe waestine 208 ( WES) 

WWr WRESTUNG DS. 


2001 0 
FUN SCHOOL 2(¢8) 8 
FUN SCHOOL 2(8) 5 
FUN SCHOOL 3 (23 Vig) 3 
Fun ScHOOL 3157 YRS} : 
Fun scHoot 3(7- YRS) 3. 
FUN SCHOOL 357 YAS) i. 
Micka GERMAN 

(BEGINNER TO GCSE ANO BUSINESS 

{Eve CoNronus 70 NATIONAL CURRICULUM). 
NODOY'S PLAYTIME 

(EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM FOR 

‘CHILDREN AGED 3+) 


We ony supph/ offical UX products. Ottis! suppliers of 


9 garies and perighe 
"e0s for Megadrive, Master System, Game 


Special Reterwe members can have all his, can YOU? 
READ "NRG' Regular Club Magazine 
CHOOSE from our Huge Selection 
_ ~ BUY at Best Possible Prices 
» SAVE with our Special Deals 
SAVE more with our XS Coupons 


WIN fabulous prizes in our FREE competitions 
JOIN now from just £4.00 


We only supply members but you can order as you join 


There's no obligation to buy and you can be any age 
Just send in the form below or phone Sales on 0279 60021 
As a member of Special Reserve you'll receive regular issues of 
NRG magazine, NAG is our 48 page colour club magazine sent t 
monthly only to Special Reserve members. NRG contains: 

1. The best selection of games, peripherals and hardware for a 
popular formats. We are oficial Sega, Nintendo and Sony stock 
Reviews in colour and latest information on new products 
Charts and Release Schedule, to help you choose and plan 
The best prices. Just one purchase will save you yol 
Hundreds of Special Offers, Top games at prices you wan 
XS Super Savers, Money-otf coupons worth over £180 a 
PRIZE COMPETITIONS. Loads of prizes to be won in ev 
issue of NRG, exclusive to members and free to enter! 


That's why over 200,000 people have joined Special 
Reserve, the biggest games club in the World! 


OPEN 10am til 8pm Seven Days a’ Week! 
OrderConfimation/Receipt sant for every order 
You can also Fax your order to us on; 0279, 726842 


‘SAWBRIDGEWORTH SHOP 
2 South Block, The Maltings 
Sawbridgewort 


CHELMSFORD SHOP 
43 Broomfield Road, 
‘Chelmsford, Essex 


SEVEN DAYS A WEE 


All prices incuge VAT and o tc 


and. See Dasa of order fo 


warseas surcharges. We UK mainiano adores 
MEMBERSHIP FEES 6 MONTHS -—ONEYEAR TWO YEARS 
TRIAL ANNUAL WITH FREE 

MEMBERSHIP MEMBERSHIP HARD BINDER 

UK MEMBERS 4.00 7.00 = 14.00 

OVERSEAS EC MEMBERS 600 9.00 1800 

[OVERSEAS WORLD MEMBERS 7.00 1.00 7200 

Po a 


H (PLEASE PRINT IB f 
H (PLEASE PRINT mi Push § 
q q 
Name. q 
q q 
H Asdress, = q 
q q 
q q 
q q 
q Postcode y 
qj q 
H Phonk lachine, y 
# Phone Mach q 
q aH 
Enter membership number (it applicable) or q 


! NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE (ANNUAL. UK 7,00 


q 
item _ 


5 
5 
| 


LT 


expiry date Signature 


cneques payabiso: SPECIAL RESERVE 
.0. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 


q 
] orders 
i please add £2.00 per item. Non-sottware items please add 
| 25%, Hardware items supplied to UK mainland only. 

4 Overseas orders must be paid by credit card. 
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SMART SCHEMES 


ST SOURCE 


%, 
tip 


Have you ever wondered if you 
could use an ST for your latest 
project — or even in the course 
of your business? Starting on 
page 18, we show you how to 
Carry out not so trivial pursuits 
with your ST, 

Commonly-used programs 
can let you create graphics to 
impress the people you work 
with, or build an interesting, 
eye-catching letterhead. Many 
ST programs can load and work 
with PC and Mac data files, and 
converting text and graphics is 
a doddle when you know how — 
and we show you how! 

Read all about the latest in 
technology, from CD-ROM to 
Voice Mail. And there’s a couple 
of exclusive previews, including 
Compo's That's Address 2... 


... the source of all information! This is where you'll find our short reviews, 
the best tutorials, your opinions and our answers to your questions... 


72 SHORT CUTS 


A great clip art pack and a couple of pieces of 
Falcon hardware take centre stage this month.. 


74 BEAT THE SYSTEM 


Andrew Wright continues his guide around your 
ST by showing you how to copy disks. 


78 FINE ART 


Keith Berry shares his wealth of experience to help 
you get the best out of Hyper Paint.. 


80 TOP NOTCH 


WinX was one of our great Xmas cover disk give- 
aways. Ofir Gal is on hand with some advice. 


82 CALLIGRAPHER TUTORIAL 


Perhaps we were mad to give you Calligrapher 
Professional last month, but that won't stop Mike 
Robinson from offering you a helping hand. 


84 CALLIGRAPHER OFFERS 


The full package, manual, dictionaries, fonts - 
whatever you want, you got it! 


86 BASIC PROGRAMMING 
Ofir Gal takes you through the finer points of GEM 
programming with HiSoft BASIC... 


88 C PROGRAMMING 


ST Review's Prospero C tutorial this month finds 
Jon Ellis using K-Resource. 


92 COMMS COACHING 


This month, Graeme Rutt takes your fingers for a 
walk through the Desktop BBS. 


93 ATARI NETWORKS 


In the first of a short series, Mark Baines looks at 
Network ST, commonly known as NeST... 


94 ASK THE EXPERTS 


You ask the questions - ST Review’s panel of 
experts provide the answers. 


96 LETTERS 


Find out the general feeling on some of your 
previous letters in this month’s Opinion pages... 


98 BACK ISSUES 


Missed any of our issues? Order them from here 


ae 
' 


Calligrapher tutorial - page 82 


FEATURES 


6 ST REVIEW NEWSDESK 


All the latest news, including a new multi-tasking system 


10 UPDATE 


Information on the latest changes to your programs. 


12 COVER DISK 


Colin James introduces you to Equinox Organiser. 


14 EIGHT SUPER UTILITIES! 


and there’s another eight programs to follow! 


16 ALL IN ONE 


Harlekin 3 promises plenty — Ofir Gal sits in judgment! 


18 IMPRESSIVE PICS 


Unforgettable images courtesy of Andrew Wright... 


22 GET AHEAD! 


Nial Grimes considers ideas for natty letterheads. 


24 THAT'S ADDRESS TOO... 


Exclusive preview of That’s Address 2 from Joe Connor, 


25 WHICH DATABASE? 


Useful hints ‘n’ tips on the right database for you. 


28 BIG BUSINESS 


lain Laskey finds that his ST can do the business! 


31 LOUD AND CLEAR 


The latest Voice Mail technology from Ofir Gal 


32 ROM WITH A VIEW 


You'll be amazed at what you can get from a CD-ROM. 


34 HEAVENLY TWIN 


Full review of the Atari-specific GEMini CD-ROM disc. 


36 CONVERT ME! 


Ofir Gal moves text and graphics between computers. 


38 GIVE ME THE FAX 


Mark Baines looks at how to work with a Fax modem: 


40 PRESENTATION PLUS 


Exclusive preview of Compo’s Studio Presentation. 


42 BOOK OFFERS 


ST Review's booklist of recommended reading. 


44 THROUGH THE KEYHOLE 


Vic Lennard visits Compo at its new premises! 


46 MIDI MONTHLY 


Reviews of a new keyboard and the latest music software, 


56 READERS’ OFFERS/SUBS 


Lots of goodies at the right prices, and how to subscribe. 


60 PD ZONE 
Nial Grimes looks at the latest in the public domain for 
business, comms, utilities and the Falcon 


Harlekin 3 ~ page 16. 


DON’T MISS 
THE NEXT ISSUE OF 
ST REVIEW — IN THE 
SHOPS APRIL 21 


GEMini CD-ROM - page 34. 


INFORMAL 


Read all about the world of Atari in our columns... 


EDITORIAL: Survey impressions 
AMERICAN PIE: Across the water 
TOP MARK: German news 
WRIGHTISSUES: The ST today 

TECH TALK: PC and music 

IN PUBLIC: Copyright problems 


EXCLUSIVE! 


~ SEE PAGE 51 


SCREEN SCENE 
Time for a little joystick twiddling! 
ISHAR 3 PREVIEW 

POLICE QUEST 

wizkID 

TOWERS 

ENDURANCE 

RUMBO 

PSYCHO PIG 2 

ROCKFALL 

BLUDGEON! 


6 
7 
17 
20 
26 
30 


CLASSIC ATARI GAMES OFFER 


SSS oas 


55 
55 


Games offer ~ including 
9Lives and Defender II! 
See page 


Plus eight more utilities! 
See page 14 for... 


ON THIS MONTH'S 
COVERDISK 
EQUINOX ORGANISER 


FIRST IMPRESSIONS 


When ST Review ran its first 
survey, back in the early days 
of issue 2, the results were, to 
put it mildly, a disappointment 
to EMAP. Having believed that 
there was a substantial body 
of serious readers, just waiting 
to turn away from the other 
ST magazines, the publishers 
discovered that over 80% of 
owners had a 520ST with a TV 
set for a monitor! While cer- 
tainly not wishing to denigrate 
such users, these statistics had 
a dramatic effect on the editorial coverage of ST Review — why 
do you think that the blues title of “ST Buyer” never really lived 
up to its name? 

Almost two years on, the situation has certainly changed. 
Looking at the database of the first 600 survey replies received, 
well over 90% of you appear to have at least 1Mb of memory, 
due in no small part to the ST Review Readers’ Offers. The 
majority of you also use a dedicated mono or colour monitor; 
how times have changed! 

Please don’t be disheartened if you still have half a meg of 
memory. Many programs will still run on your machine, but the 
number is certainly on the wane. As for using a television set, 
this is fine for colour art and graphics but text-based programs 
are a pain — as those of you who tried to use the mono emula- 
tor with Easy Base on one of our recent cover disks found out. 
Irrespective of your system though, ST Review will continue to 
support your hardware and software needs. 

You may have noticed that after just one week of being on 
sale, some 600 survey replies had been received. After a little 
arm-twisting on my part, the management agreed to extend 
our offer to everyone, not just the first 500 readers. So you still 
have until March 31 to reply.. 

This issue has something for everyone: Harlekin 3, That's 
Address 2, Studio Presentation and Ishar 3 on review or 
preview, and interesting pieces on using your ST for business 
- which includes anything from homework upwards! And our 
pieces on Voice Mail and CD-ROM — including a review of the 
first Atari-specific CD-ROM disc - should further your horizons. 
The main cover disk program, a full, commercial, personal 
manager, will help you become more productive with your time 
and as for the rest of the utilities... I'll leave it up to you to 
produce a decent ASCII picture with either ASCGIF or The 
Ancient Art Of ASCII. Come to think of it, I'll even throw in £25 
for the best one! Send in your offerings on disk and the best 
ones will appear in print. 

Many ST Review readers have a wealth of experience, so we'd 
like to run a “hints and tips” section, but this requires your 
help. We'll pay £10 for each of the tips that we use, so get your 
thinking caps on — if you include a screenshot, in any format, it 
will enhance the chances of us using your item. 

That's it from me for this month, so gently remove the disk 
from the cover, find a comfortable seat and enjoy your read! 


Vic Lennard 
Editor 


AN OME! 


Could this new operating system 
extend the life of the current range 
of micro-computers? 


Esquimalt Digital Logic in Canada has announced a technological 
breakthrough that could have serious ramifications for current 
computing. The Open Multi-tasking Environment (OMEn) is a 
pre-emptive multi-tasking operating system and has been designed 
in such a way that it will run on any 680xx-based machine such as 
the ST, TT, Falcon, Amiga and Macintosh - it can even run on a PC 
with a suitable 680xx emulation card. 

With the ST and Amiga markets in decline, the product has been 
designed as a common operating system for all 680xx machines with 
the advantage that developers can write OMEn programs rather 
than machine-specific applications, so increasing the overall market 
possibility for those developing on 68000-based machines and elimi- 
nating the need for programmers to be familiar with each of the 
numerous hardware platforms. 

OMEn uses a graphical interface that is similar in many ways to 
UNIX X-Windows but at a fraction of the size. It allows you to drag 
and drop files in a similar manner to NeoDesk or TOS 2.06 upwards; 
data files are dropped onto their intended program and this 
automatically starts up the required application. 

A unique feature of OMEn is the “crash window”. If a 
program bombs out, this opens up with debugging information and 
options. In addition, if a program crashes while editing a file, the 
updated file can be dragged from the memory folder to a disk folder 
and saved under a new name. 

The Desktop is two screens high, so using a maximum 640 by 800 
pixel virtual screen on a standard ST, to allow more space for 
windows and employs the use of scrolling to let you to access the 
top and bottom halves of the screen. This is rather slow and jerky on 


SHOW TIME 


This year’s MIDI and Electror 
Music Show (MEMS) takes 
place at the Wembley 
Exhibition Centre from 22nd to 
24th April. Now in its fifth 
year, the three day event is 
sponsored by Making Music 
magazine and is an industry 
showcase for developments in 
the MIDI, electronic music and 
recording market. This year's 
event looks set to continue ti no 


Well established - the MIDI 
and Electronic Music Show Is 
in its fifth yeo 


trend with new products from 


Roland, Yamaha, Akai, Korg and 
others. 

MEMS has something for 
everyone from the professional 
musician to the hobbyist, and 
users will be able to see the 


latest products recently 
unveiled at the Los Angeles 
NAMM Show and the Frankfurt 
Musikfest, including the 
revolutionary Yamaha VL1, the 
world’s first acoustic synthesiser 
that was recently featured on 
Tomorrow's World. A number of 


seminars will run throughout 
the three days; two rooms will 
be running different features 
every hour. The key word for 
this year’s seminars is “creativi 
ty” and many will include live 
demonstrations of composition, 
recording and performance 
techniques from many different 
aspects of the music industry. 
All seminars are free of charge 
to ticket holders, but places‘are 
limited. 

The list of exhibitors stood at 


News 


‘OR THE FUTURE? 


n lazy dog's back porch 


ACK MY BOX WITH FIVE Dd 
IQUOR JUCS. 


an STFM but very smooth on the STE, TT and Falcon where it uses 
the built-in hardware scrolling. OMEn comes complete with 
development tools and documentation, and will be released as 
shareware. The development tools include a word processor, 68000 
assembler, debug monitor and a simple paint program for editing 
the Desktop icons. 


COMPATIBILITY 


Perhaps surprisingly, OMEn was originally developed on an Atari ST 
and the other versions have evolved from this. Consequently, the 
Atari version is currently the most complete and is expected to be 
ready some time during April or May. As well as the ST and STE, the 
current version fully supports the TT and the finished product will 
also use the Falcon’s improved hardware and run in all the Falcon’s 


71 companies, with another 27 


Powerful 
premonition — 
OMEn utilises 
a slightly 
different 
desktop 
representation 
dependin, 
on the screen 
resolution, 
including full 
use of colour, 


video modes. OMEn supports the play-back of digitised audio on any 
ST, STE, TT or Falcon and graphic files can be displayed directly from 
the Desktop. 

More far-reaching than this, programs written specifically for 
OMEn will work on any hardware platform running OMEn. This means 
that an OMEn program developed on an ST can be transferred to a 
Macintosh or an Amiga and run without problems - and OMEn 
programs can be created on an ST using GEM-based compilers and 
assemblers. 

A pre-release version of the Macintosh software will also be out in 
April or May and the PC version is expected two or three months 
later. Amiga, Power PC, Alpha IPX and Pentium versions are also 
planned for release later in the year. 

OMEn should be available from your usual PD Library within the 
next few months... 


MONITOR THIS 


pencilled in, as we went to 
press. Atari UK are to have a 
feature area at the show and a 
number of well-known Atari- 
based companies will also be 
exhibiting, including 16/32 
Systems, Atari UK, Atari 
Workshop, Heavenly Music and 
Take Control, Harman Audio 
will have the entire Steinberg 
range on display, including 
Cubase Audio for the Falcon 
System Solutions are to unveil 
new products sourced from the 
German market and Compo 
Software will be demonstrating 
direct-to-disk recording on the 
Falcon, a feature sponsored by 
Atari UK. 

MEMS '94 runs from 11am to 
6pm on the Friday, 10am to 
6pm on the Saturday and 10am 
to Spm on the Sunday. Tickets 
cost £8 each at the door or £5 
each if pre-ordered. You can 
order your tickets and book 
seminar places by calling 
Westminster Exhibitions on 
0222 512128. 


JAGUAR PRICE INCREASE 


The Jaguar's official European launch now looks unlikely to take place 
before the Autumn. Demand for Atari’s super console in the States has 
outstripped supply to such an extent that Atari has decided to ensure 
that the machine is well-established Stateside before pushing it in 
Europe. 

While this does not mean that you will be unable to buy a Jaguar 
before then, it implies that supplies will continue to be severely limited. 
However, if you are lucky enough to be able to get your hands on one, 
grab it - the price is set to rise from £199 to £229 at the official launch. 
ST Review can also reveal that SDL, one of the UK’s largest distributors 
to the computer trade, are to join Thornley Distribution in supplying 
independent retailers as soon as the official launch takes place. 


The invisible cat 

- official launch date 
in Europe still 

to be announced. 


Ladbroke Computing (0772 
203166) recently announced 
the availability of a new 
monochrome monitor at 
£129.99, directly compatible 
with all software that requires 
ST high resolution. The sup- 
plied ST adaptor has a small, 
in-built speaker and a 2.5mm 
jack socket for those who 
require higher quality output 
through connection to an 
amplifier. 

Also available from Ladbroke 
is the Legend Trakball. TI 
compatible with the entire 
range of Atari computers 
including the TT and Falcon 
The Legend differs from others 
in that it is operated by the 
thumb, leaving the fingers free 
to click the micro-switched 
buttons. The ball and rollers are 
removable for cleaning and 
the mechanism operates at a 
resolution of 320 dots per inch. 
The Legend TrakBall is available 
now at a cost of £29.99. 


HANDY SCAN 


Golden Image (081-365 1102) 

has just launched the AlfaScan 

T, a 256-greyscale hand scan- 

ner for the ST that allows scans 

to be saved in 256 shades of 

grey rather than mere black 

and white. The AlfaScan T is a 

standard 105mm unit but the 

inclusion of Merge It and 

AlfaScale let you scan A4 

images in two halves and join Whole maker — the included Merge- 
them together. It software can take two half-scans 

The supplied software allows and join them together. 

images to be saved in IMG, 

GEM, TIFF, MacPaint, PCX, NEO, Degas, TNY and Printmaster formats. The 
£135 package includes the scanner, Migraph’s Touch-Up v1.8x, Merge-It and 
Junior OCR for converting scanned text although this option requires at least 
2Mb of memory and a hard drive. 


TWELFTH PLIGHT 


At long last, the Xtra-RAM +8 upgrade board is available from Marpet 
Developments (0423 712600). This allows a standard Mega ST or STE 
incorporate up to an additional 8Mb of memory. The board is available unpop: 
ulated at a cost of £60, populated to 2Mb at £120 or 8Mb for £349.99 (STE 
version) and 4Mb at £195 or 8Mb at £310 (Mega ST version), 

Xtra-RAM +8 uses industry-standard 30-pin SIMMs and addresses the extra 
memory in a similar manner to that used on the TT. The board installs under 
the shielding on all machines and is solder-free in most cases. TOS 2.06 ROMs 

- are also required although Marpet are 
working on a version that will hopefully run 
on earlier ROMs too. 

When asked why the products had 
taken so long to materialise, bearing in 
mind the “review” of the board back in our 
May 1993 issue, Marpet’s Martin Walsh 
said: “unfortunately, we had to spend 
the development money on Amiga 1200 
products. 

They're here - STE and Mega 
ST owners can now boost their 
memory up to 12Mb. 


B.Ware programmer Mark Butler has recently completed the 
mammoth task of converting the entire text of the Old and New 
Testaments into Supercard 3 format. The Supercard Bible 
Collection comes on three double-sided disks and can be installed 


on a hard drive or onto multiple floppies. Subject to memory, 

the entire Bible can be combined into a single file and searched 

in a matter of seconds. The disks also include the latest unregis- 

tered version of Supercard 3. Available from all good PD 
ibraries. 


Sumner Type (081-693 3364) is planning to run a series of half- 
day workshops in the near future with the aim of widening your 
knowledge of Calamus. Workshops will cost £23.50. 


A German company has developed an interface for the Atari 
SLM804 and 605 laser printers that allows them to be connected 
to a Falcon. The “Heatseeker” is a direct replacement for the 
SLMC controller and is supplied with either FontGDOS or 
SpeedoGDOS as well as various software drivers. Cost is 199DM 
(with FontGDOS) or 249DM (with SpeedoGDOS) from R.0.M. 
Berlin on 010 49 30 4924127. 


In association with Atari Corporation, Jaguar consoles and 
games are currently available for rental in several branches of 
Blockbuster Video in San Francisco, The plan is te xtend the 
rental scheme throughout the USA when the Jaguar goes on 
nationwide release. With Blockbuster Video outlets in the UK, 
and Ritz Video being a subsidiary, could this mean that we will 
see Jaguar rental in the UK... at some time in the near/distant 
(select your'choice) future? 


DBoiutions 
olutions 


520 oh ater 1mMb £199 
520 STFM -2Mb £249 
520 STFM - 4Mo £299 
TT 030 - 32Mhz £Call 
MegaSTE 2Mb/16Mhz £399 


Special Purchase ~ Limited stock. 


A complete HDD system for all 
STFM/E and Mega ST computer. We 
have managed to secure a limited 
quantity of low capacity Hard Drives 
which come supplied in our award 
winning MiniS casing. This offer is 
valid while stocks last. 


40Mb MiniSinc. Translator £199 

80Mb Minis inc. Translator £259 
Alldrives carry a 1 Year Warranty 

‘Coming Soon: Magix - Multitasking for all STs. 


Falcon Add-ons 


Falcon WingOMb £49.95 
Falcon Wing 4Mb £179.00 
Falcon Wing 14Mb £Call 
BlowUP 030-Software £15.00 
BlowUP 030 -Hard 1 £49.95 
BlowUP 030 - Hard 2 £69.95 
14" Monitors trom £99.95 
Clarity 16 £99.95 
Cubase Audio InStock 


FDI- Falcon Digital interface In Stock 


Communications _ 


Comms Software 
Stalker £39.95 
CoNnect v2.4x £29.95 


Includes printed manual and registration 


Fax Software (requires Fax Modem) 
Straight Fax v2.10 £79.95, 
Straight Fax upgrade to v2.1 £26.00 


CD-Rom Systems 
Complete with interface for STFM/E 
from £299.00 


Atari Works £99.95 
Works with SpeedoGDOS £129,00 


MultiTOS £49.95 
SpeedoGDOS £39.95 
Photo Show £29.95 
Photo Show Pro £49.95 
Diamond Edge £49.95 
Diamond Back £39.95 
ICD Pro Utils £39.95 
Audio Calc £39.95 
DA Vector £149.00 
Calamus v1.09N £89.00 


To order and for further information 
telephone or write to: 
Mail Order Telephone 
0753-832212 
‘System Solutions 
Windsor Business Centre, 
Yansittart Road, Windsor, SL4 1SE 
Fax: 0753-830344 
‘or come to our London Showroom at: 
The Desktop Centre 
17-19 Blackwater Street, 
London, SE22 8RS 
Tek 081- Alice Fax: 081-693 6936 


tude VAT 
‘or small tems under E50 plesse £2.95 POP 
‘Targe items over £50 ad £10 courier charge 


The award winning SM14 is a perfect 
replacement for the Atari SM124/5 
Monochrome monitors. They ex- 
ceed Atari's original specifications. 
The 14" high resolution, paperwhite 
FST (Flatter, Squarer Tube), gives a 
perfectly centred, crisp, sharp im- 
age without blurring at the edges. 
The SM14 comes without and the 
‘SM14s with, a speaker. The SM14f is 
for the Falcon, A Tilt and Swivel 
stand comes as standard. 


The MiniS Hard Drive System comes 
with drive capacities ranging from 
170Mb up to 1800Mb. This full SCSI 
system is hardware compatible with 
all Atari computers, Amiga, Mac, PC 
etc. They are unrivaled in size, noise, 
speed, and style and come with a 
thru port for expansion. 

It is the only Hard drive awarded 
with an Essential Buy of 92% - Atari 
ST Review Christmas.93 and a Gold 
Award of 93% - ST Format Feb.94. 


The Falcon is fast becoming the pref- 
ered choice for 8 track digital re- 
cording, with powerful programs 
such as Cubase Audio using it to it’s 
full potential, The DSP chip opens up 
a whole new world of Sound and 
Graphics, and we welcome you to 
visit our London Showroom for a 
demonstration. 

We have been authorised by Atari 
to fit all recommended modifica- 
tions without voiding the warranty. 


The special version for STfm/Mega 
ST installed with Overscan, the 
screen enhancer, gives a 40% bigger 
display. 
All monitors come as a plug in and 
go unit, complete with Atari plug, 
and no adaptors are necessary. 
“Essential Buy, 90%" 
ST Review, May 93 


without audio SM14/f £129.95 
with audio SM14s £149.95 
OverScan ST £39.95 


* Quietfen * DuslscSiport 
+ Device Number Switch 
+ Internal Power Supply 
% Smal (2-5x6x8.5ir) (WxHxD) 
%& Smart and tough plastic case 
1% Year Warranty on all chives 


TY/Falcon ST(FM/e) 
770M £279 £319 
270M_ £359 £399 
340Mb £459 £499 
540M £759 £799 
7O20Mb = £999 £1049 
1B00MB = £1499 £1549 
we 


The Line & Bass Mod. consists of a 


reduction of the microphone 
sensitivity by 6dB and removal of 

the bass boost from the audio 
output. All Falcon 030, supplied by 
us, come with the much talked 
about stability mod, free of charge, 
which is essential for direct to disk 


recording. 
Bass/Line level mod. £60 
Stability mod. £50 
Falcon030 Systems —_—Please Call 


Hardware and Software Accelerators. 


The Need For Speed. Do you find 
yourself waiting for screen re- 
draws? With our Hard and Software 
accelerators you can cut those an- 
noying pauses. NVDI, the software 
accelerator, is easily installed on any 
hard drive or floppy boot disk, giv- 
ing GEM programs an unbelievable 
new lease of life. NVDI has already 
been welcomed by thousands of 
Atari users because of it's very high 
software compatability. Special 


versions for Crazy Dots and Matrix 
graphics cards are available. 

The T28/T36 Hardware accelerators 
boost your 8Mhz CPU into a power- 
ful 28 or 36Mhz CPU respectively. 
The board fits into most STfm and 
MegaST computers and we are 
happy to arrange the fitting for you. 


NVDIv2.5x £49.95 
NVDI with T28/T36 £39.95 
728 Board £189.00 
136 Board £279.00 


teversystens—————————— 


We stock Lighthouse Towers to 
suit the whole range of Atari com- 
puters, including the Falcon 030. If 
you are planning to add hardware to 
your machine you will find ample 
space inside the tower, giving you 
more room on your desktop. With 
the ST/STe and Falcon, the keyboard 
is removed from the body of the 
machine and re-cased, giving you a 
seperate free standing keyboard, A 
complete tower can contain: 


* Atari ST/STe/Mega or Falcon 

* Hard Drives, 40Mb-2Gb 

Up to 3 Floppy Drives 
* Tape Streamers 
* Memory Upgrades 

* Hardware Accelerators 

* PC and Macintosh Emulators 
* Extra Printer and Monitor ports 


Callus now, and we will put 
together a complete package 


GOLD AWARD 
ST Format 


RepairsandUpsgrades ss 


All repairs are carried out by qualified personnel. If you would like a quote, 
please ask for an estimate. Need it back in a hurry? Then ask for our profes- 
sional next-day service. Call us to discuss your upgrade requirements, We fit ali 
quality upgrade products available. We can collect and deliver by courier, 


Atari Workshop are the 
only company in the UK 

with TWO full time Atari 
Service centres. 


Windsor Service Centre: 

Off Duke Street, Windsor, SL4 ISE. 
Tel:0753-818816 
London Service Centre: 
17-19 Blackwater Street, East Dulwich, 
‘SEQ2 BRS. Tel:081-693 1919 


Call the profg$sionals 
now for your personal 
quote. 


ATARI 


WORKSHOP 


PD AND SHAREWARE 
Report by Nial Grimes 


Octalyser is one of the best shareware 
tracker programs available and the latest 
version promises to push it even further 
ahead of the competition. In addition to 
eight channels of crystal-clear sampled 
sound, release 0.90 boasts full support for 
the Falcon (at a staggering SOkHz) and a 
few more play-back modules for the good 
ol’ STE. Certainly worth a look if you are 
sick of the four channel limitation imposed 
by most similar programs. 

Another firm shareware favourite is 


Eight sampled sound 


Big noise - 
channels and 50kHz replay on a 

Falcon helps Octalyser to remain the 
premier soundtracker for your Atari. 


COMMERCIAL 


News of all the latest commercial, 
shareware and public domain upgrades... 


Supercard and this month finds the version 
number taking a leap up to 3.11. | won't 
bore you with all of the tweaks and fixes, 
but suffice to say that it is quite a major 
upgrade and well worth picking up if 
you're a Supercard fan. Even more impres- 
sive for new users though is the reduction 
In shareware registration fee from £15 to 
Just £10 - you would be hard pressed to 
find a budget game for that price these 
days, let alone a fully-featured database! 

Those lucky enough to own a CD-ROM 
will be pleased to learn that Atari’s notori- 
ously unreliable MetaDOS drivers have been 
updated. Version 2.3 seems to cure at least 
some of the problems associated with 
earlier releases and is currently available 
for download from most good bulletin 
boards; bear in mind that it may take a 
while for them to filter through to public 
domain libraries. 

And finally GEMView has taken another 
leap from version 3.01 to 3.02. The main 


Cheap thrills - Supercard 
3.11 takes a price dive to 
just £10. 


addition is load and save 
support for Arrow, InShape 
and Straight-Fax file formats, 
but as a bonus the program 
also runs properly as a desk 
accessory once again. What's more, a JPEG 
export module is said to be in the late 
stages of development and the author is 
promising something “very special” for the 
next major update... 


eis a Tee 
a 


More compatible ~ GEMView 3.02 offers 
three new file formats and the ability to 
run as an accessory. 


Graphic detail - 
ImageCopy 2 is still 
going strong and 


Report by Ofir Gal 


This month, the FaST Club (0602 455250) weighs in with upgrades 
to three of its programs: both ImageCopy v2.03 and Warp 9 v3.83 
have some minor bug-fixes (£2.50) while Font Kit Plus v4.1 now 
supports the DeskJet 500 and has improved Calamus to GEM font 
conversion (£3.95). 

From Titan Designs (021-414 1630), Thought v1.52 has an 
improved installation program as a free upgrade, while Douglas 
Communications (061-456 9587) has now upgraded its Ultimate 
Virus Killer to version 6. This now runs as a desk accessory, has an 
improved user interface - and is Falcon compatible. All for the 
princely upgrade fee of £6.49. 

On the music front, there have been a couple of updates. 
Steinberg Cubase from Harman Audio (081-207 5050) is now up to 
version 3.10 which has the relevant protection scheme for the new 
modules that are starting to appear, such as the Module. 
There have also been a few minor improvements to the MIDI Mixer 


version 3 is imminent. 


and MIDI File handling. 
Cubase Audio 1.01 now 
supports the Falcon 
Digital Interface (FDI), 
works more reliably on 
Falcons with 4MB of 
| RAM and includes all the 
| new features of version 
3.10. 

Finally, a free up- 
grade to Notator Logic 
I! 7.7 1s being offered by 
Sound Technology. This. has minor bug fixes and a brand new 
“mul Lessee conceit that uses an icon for easier Keni of 


Sound update - 
Cubase Audio now 
works better on 
4Mb Falcons. 


Easy running — 
Thought! has an 
improved installer. 


I 
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TOKE 


7 YI SIS 
33 Ormskirk Rd, 


S Ladbroke Computing 
Intemational are one of 
the longest established home computer 
U.K, We have developed an 
tomer service which 
involves tasting of all hardware prior to 
despatch to ensure that goods arrive In 
working order, offering free advick 


service and backup, 


All prices are correct at copy date 
4/3/94(while stocks last), and are subject to 
change without prior notice, All prices 
include VAT but exclude delivery. 


payable to Ladbroke 

Computing. Or give your credit card details 
‘over the phone. 
Delivery 
Postal delivery is available on small tems 
‘under £40 (Normally £3, phone for details). 
‘Add £7 for courier delivery. Next working 
day delivery on mainland UK subject 10 
stock (£20 for Saturday delivery). 

‘Open Mon-Sat 9.30am to 5.00pm. 

Ladbroke Computing Ltd trading 28 

Ladbroke Computing Intemational. 


Fax: (0772) 561071 
Tel: 9.00am-5.30pm (5 Lines) 


(O772) 203166 


Star SJ144 £449 
The Star SJ144 is a Colour/Mono 
thermal wax transfer printer which 
gives glossy colour output on normal 
paper. 

‘¢ 360 dpi resolution 

e@ Emulates Epson LQ 860, IBM 

Proprinter & NEC graphics 


Star 

Star LC100 Colour £149 
Star LC24/100 Mono £169 
Starjet SJ48 Bubblejet £210 
$J48 Sheet Feeder £55 
$J48 Ink Cartridge £19 
Citizen 

Citizen Swift 240 Colour £260 
Citizen PRO Jet £199 


Citizen ABC 24 pin Colour £179.99 


Hewlett Packard 

HP Deskjet 520 £279.99 
HP Deskjet 310 £239 
HP Deskjet portable £199 
HP Deskjet 550 Colour £599 
Hp DJ500 Colour ink cart £26 
Lasers 

Ricoh LP1200 £699 


Panasonic KX-P4400 Laser £499.99 
Seikosha OP104 £479.99 


Add £3 for cable. Add £7 
for delivery 


Data\Puis>\u. 


* Very quiet, no fan ne 


Dual SCSI port 


+ Internal Power 


2Mb PD 
ye HD Turbokit 


oftware free 


The Data Pulse Plus range of drives 
features a full metal case with integral 
PSU ideal as a monitor stand. 

All Data Pulse Plus Drives now come 
configured with industry standard 50 
way SCSI Centronics sockets which 
allows connection of the ICD LINK (no 
clock) for use on the ST or a SCSI II 
cable for use on the Falcon etc. 

To ensure the highest possible 
reliability, the drives are tested at every 


Timanitors/7™V"° 


Dataview Mono ST £129.99 
Quality Mono monitor with Sound Limited Offer 
The Dataview Monochrome monitor 
comes complete with our custom 
designed adaptor. The adaptor 
incorporates a small beeper and also a 
2.5mm output for better sound 
reproduction. The — monitor/ 
adaptor combination is fully compatible 
with all ST high resolution programmes 

and includes a tilt/swivel stand. 


Multisync Monitor 
Microvitec 1440 £399.99 
ST Switch Box £29.99 
Falcon VGA adaptor £9.99 


The Microvitec 1440 is a multisync 
monitor compatible with both the Atari 
ST and the Falcon. Utilising the ST 
switch box it is possible to display all 
three ST resolutions on the same 
monitor. Also compatible with screen 
blaster for the FALCON 


"Microvitec 1440... Highly 
recommended '—Atari ST User 


Dataview .28 SVGA £239.99 
This high quality SVGA colour monitor 
comes complete with Falcon adaptor. 
The .28 dot pitch gives the highest 
quality picture (Falcon will only display 
256 colours in high resolutions). 


ST-SVGA adaptor £19.99 
Falcon-Composite £9.99 
Falcon Scart £13.99 
Falcon-ST Mon adaptor £9.99 
SCART STE cable £9.99 
SCART STFM cable £9.99 
Scart TV 
(Requires SCART Lead) 
Samsung C13352X £179.99 


The Samsung C13352X is a 14° 
SCART input TV with remote control 
and on-screen displays. 


2400 Baud Voyager £84.99 
2400 baud pocket modem, MNP 2-4 
error correction, MNPS data 
compression 


14400 Baud Pegasus Fax Modem £159.99 
14400 Baud Modem, Auto Dial, Auto 
answer, Lifetime limited warranty, MNP 
2-4 error correction, MNP 5 data 
compression, S/R Class 1 & Class 2 
commands, Group 3 S/R fax modem 
(compatible with Straight FAX™ ) 

“With reduced call rates there’s never been 
a better time to invest in Communications” 


stage of assembly by skilled technicians. 

All drives are ready to ‘Plug in and 
Go’ when you receive them. When you 
first boot up your hard drive you will find 
a wealth of Public Domain Utilities which 
have been selected by our support staff. 

All Data Pulse Plus Drives include 12 
months warranty and free phone advice 
and support by genuine Data Pulse Plus 
users. 

The low power consumption of these 
Autoparking Autobooting mechanisms 
means that they can operate well within 
their safe operational temperature 
ranges without the need for fan cooling 
This coupled with the design of the case 
results in probably the quietest Hard 
Drive range available for the ST. 

Floptical drives are a reliable, high 
density, replacement media drive for the 
ST or Falcon. Due to an optical 
positioning system the Floptical drive is 
capable of storing 21Mb of data on one 
3.5" Floptical disk. The drive can also 
read/write 720K and 1.44Mb HD disks. 

Re-Writeable Optical drives are a 


@ 16MHz 32 bit 68030 Central Processor 
16MHz Blitter, 32MHz 56001 Digital 
Signal Processor 

@ 1.44Mb 3.5° Floppy, up to 14Mb RAM. 
Displays 65536 colours from 262144 
palette at 768 x 480 resolution 

@ 8 Channel 16 bit, high quality. Stereo 
sound sampling 

FALCON 1Mb RAM No HD 

FALCON 4Mb No HD 

FALCON 4Mb 64Mb HD. 

FALCON 4Mb 127Mb HD 

FALCON 4Mb 209Mb HD 


TpegenaTeat?" 


Ergonomically designed Trak Ball. 320Dpi 
resolution, 2 microswitched buttons. The 
Legend Trak Ball is very easy to use. Unlike 
normal Trak balls the LEGEND is operated 
with the thumb freeing the fingers to click 


st bad ONLY £29.99 


Zydec 3.5" External Floppy drive 
Includes own external power supply. 


£59.99 


dilpuinnaamen"? 


High quality 300 dpi mouse with 
microswitched buttons ST/AM. 


£11.99 


Tijannatluarr9°* 


Marpet upgrades for the ST are "plug in" and 
fequire no soldering. They are compatible 
with most motherboard layouts and come 
with full fitting instructions. These boards 
accept SIMM boards and are upgradeable at 
a later date. Please check that MMU and 
Shifter are "socketed' before ordering 
Unpopulated Marpet Board £24.00 
‘See SIMM prices below 
£ 


Forget _ Clock Il 13.99 
512K SIMM'S £7.99 
2MB SIMM'S £49.99 
4MB SIMM'S £99.99 


240 PPQ Midi Standard file format 
compatible. 100 tracks, Phrase 
arrangement. Very easy to use. 


£9.99 


"Data Pulse is astonishingly fast’— 
Andrew Wright, ST User 


new addition to the Datapulse range 
offering staggering density with hard 
drive speed. Each 3.5" optical disk 
stores 128Mb with access time of 30ms 
and a data transfer rate of 600K per 
second. 


Ets Pulse +170Mb £270 

fa Pulse +240Mb £360 
oe +21Mb Floptical £340 
D/P +128Mb Optical £810 


Please note all prices quoted are for 
main drive unit only. Add ICD LINK 
for use with ST or SCSI cable for 


use with FALCON 
ICD LINK (ST) £79.99 
SCSI Cable (Falcon) £39.99 
128Mb Optical disk £35.00 
21Mb Floptical Disk £19.99 
ICD PRO Utilities £39.99 


iGljandiseanne’ 


@ 100,200,300,400 Dpi Resolution 
letter mode, 3 photo modes 

05mm scanning head 

@ Includes Cartridge through port with 
‘switch box 

@ Supplied with Scanlite Accessory. 
Compatible with any graphics package 
which supports accessories. 

@ Allows scanning directly into compatible 
packages, such as Silhouette. 


Hand Scanner+ 
Scanlite £99.99 


Hand scanner supplied with Silhouette 
V1.4 Autotracing vector package (mono 
monitor only). £119.99 


Epepaiasenvie’” 


The Only ATARI 
Authorised Repair 
Centre in the UK 


Our Atari trained technicians can repair 
ST's at competitive rates, We can arrange 
for fully insured, courier pickup and return 
delivery of your machine to ensure its 
safety. We even have a same day service 
which will ensure your machine is given 
priority and subject to fault, completed the 
same day. 

We offer a Quotation service for £15 for 
which we will examine your machine and 
report back with an exact price for repair. If 
you do not wish to go ahead with the 
repairs then just pay the £15. However if 
you do go ahead then the charge is 
included in the minimum charge. 

Please note: The minimum charge 
covers labour, any extra parts are 
chargeable, 


Minimum repair charge £35.25 
Same day service £15.00 
yee) PSU £34.99 

b internal drive £39.99 
TOS 2.06 + Switch STFM £65.00 
Courier Pickup £11.00 
Courier Return £7.00 


CA gclemutatore 
@ Check configuration before ordering 


PC Speed STFM or STE(XT) £49.99 
AT Speed STFM (8MHz) £139.99 


COVER DISK 


Ever wished your appointments, 
contacts, vital phone numbers and 
financial information were available 
at the stroke of a key or two? 
Colin James shows you how with 
Equinox Organiser... 


iss estopieg 

Equinox Organiser’s reer tts 
Main Menu ~ just 
waiting for you to 
decide what info 


to record next. 


Te 00 fe cen 
(2 Eevinon Boinete Sets 


‘hes Ditwal te Celie 


the way Equinox Business 

Systems describe Equinox 
Organiser and — with a little bit of 
initial thought and effort on your 
part — that's just what you get. 

This is not merely a diary with a 
few extra bells and whistles - it will 
help you look after your personal 
accounts, allow you to keep detailed 
records in its database, and provide 
you with a diary you can use for 
appointments and/or daily finance 
records which are totalled for each 
day and month, a phone book for 
your contacts and a very neat phone 
messaging facility. 


INSTALLATION 


Hard disk owners have got it 
made - simply double-click on the 
HARDEO.TOS installation program in 


r omplete personal organisation is 


The default data drive settings 
for floppy drive users. Change 
them to B: by highlighting the 
appropriate program and 
pressing Return, 


the ORGANISR folder and the 
program takes you through the 
simple steps involved. 

If you're a floppy disk user, dupll- 
cate the disk using STRBAKUP.TOS, on 
the Cover Disk. Write protect the 
back-up copy and then format two: 
disks from the desktop ~ one for the 
Database, the other for the Phone 


IN CONTROL 
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ERSONAL ACCOUN 


With Personal Accounts selected at the Main Menu, press <Return>, then 
follow the prompts. After entering the date, the Personal Accounts main 
menu appears. 

Let’s say you want to monitor your current bank account. Choose Bank 
A/cs, enter a suitable file name, set or confirm the path and fill in the month 
and year for the data period, and an opening balance if you wish. Answer 
<y> to the prompt “Do you want to set-up your bank account details?” and 
fill in the requested details, pressing <Return> after each one, and <y> to 
confirm, 

For now, answer <n> to the question “Another new account?”, and again 
to “Do you want to set-up your Credit Card details?” (but experiment with 
this to your heart's content later).. 

Now you're at the Bank Account Menu. Choose Payments, and a 
predefined list of expenditure types appears. Type in 17 (which is for Gifts) as 
the account number, followed by day in the month (a number is required 
here), and the amount. The name of the Bank Used and the Account No. will 
be filled in for you — they're the ones you've just set up. Now type name of 
Payee and Cheque No, and confirm details are correct. 

‘Answer <n> to “Another entry?”, press <Esc> to go to the Personal 
Accounts main menu, and choose Expenditure A/cs, View Entries. Type in 17 
and choose Screen Report. Details of the entry you just made are now 
displayed, 

As you will no doubt have noticed, Personal Accounts handles credit card 
and other transactions as well. Use them in a similar way to the above. There 
are facilities for viewing and printing account statements — no need to order 
‘one from the bank or wait for the 
monthly one to arrive any more! 
And the Expenditure A/cs allow 
you to see precisely what items 
your money is being spent on. 

You don’t have to limit yourself 
to the predefined list of expendi- 
ture types — these can be edited to 
include your own particular ones 
by choosing Expenditure A/cs at 


the main menu, followed by 
Amend Heading. 

Now exit to EO’s main menu, 
pausing only to save the data 
you've entered if you wish. 


The pera list of Expenditure 
Accounts in Personal Accounts. 
You can edit these to cater for 
individual needs although the list 
is quite comprehensive. 


DATABASE 


| [Perea teers 
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Load this from the 
Main Menu or 
by double-clicking 
DATABASE.PRG 
in the ORGANISR 
directory window. 
Choose Create 
New Fi and 
COT Te CREF) trend Find Next Previous Delete Scrail Geto Print 

pe ariel Care Toe © 2 UWetwal + WESC) to Exit ACO) OFS LET 72] 


ing else springs to Ey tering data into the Database 
mind - and enter 
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or use the default which you set up using Data Drive Settings at 
the Main Menu. It’s safest for floppy drive users to use B:, 
whether you have one or two drives. 

Now you're asked to enter your first field title. Enter 
Firstname, or whatever name you prefer, set field type to T (for 
text) and make the field length 20 characters (maximum field 
length is 45 characters, but 20 should do for most names). 

Enter subsequent fields - Surname, Address 1 to Address 5, 
Telephone and Fax - in the same way. Have one or several fields 
for Notes as well if you wish. All are test fields for the purpose of 
this experiment. 

When finished, press <Enter> with nothing typed into the field 
prompt, and you will be prompted to place your formatted 
floppy into the drive. Your database file will be created - be 
prepared for a wait as it’s not a very fast process! 

You'll be returned to the Database main menu where you can 
now choose Access Field Data, followed by Input, and start to 
create records by typing in data. 

With a few records typed in, experiment with the Find, Next, 
Previous and other options. Note that if you choose Scroll, the 
program cycles continuously through the records until you press 
<Esc>. 

Press <Esc> to leave the Database. Choosing Close File at the 
Database main menu will save your data before you exit the 
program. You'll be prompted to replace the data disk with the 
EO program disk. 
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Book. Double-click the ORGANISR 
folder to open it, then double-click 
MENU.PRG (later, you can double- 
click any of the individual EO pro- 
grams to go straight to the particular 
part of EO you want, but for now we 
want to see the Main Menu), 

The Main Menu appears, and from, 
this point on, there is no mouse click- 
ing - the <arrow> keys, <Return>, 
<Esc> and the <y>/<n> keys (for yes 
and no) are the order of the day. 

Second to bottom on the menu 
you will see Data Drive Settings, 
Choose this now if you wish to keep 
your data files on any drive other 
than the default, which will probably 
be A: for floppy drive users, and C: 
for hard disk users, Move to the 
option with the <arrow> keys and 
then press <Return>. Change drive 
settings as directed, then press <Esc>, 
followed by the <n> key to return to 
the main menu. 

To save repetition in the following 
program mini-tutorials, here is the ST 
Review potted guide to moving 
around the program interfaces: 
© When prompted to type in a date, 
type it in the form dd/mm/yy 
(24/05/94 or 11/10/94 for instance). 
® Menu options are in a line immedi- 
ately underneath the main area of 
the screen where the data appears 
— move through these options with 
left and right <arrow> keys, and press 
<Return> to choose. 
® Be careful when presented with 
the <y>/<n> option — you can lose 
your edits if you hit the wrong one. 
© Generally speaking, to move back 
to the previous row of options or to 
exit the program, press <Esc> — this 
never, however, takes you straight 
out of a program, you are always 
asked to confirm. 


DIRECTORY 
LISTINGS 


You've probably noticed the 
Directory Listings option on 
the EO main menu. This is to 
enable you to view all your 
directories and files while 
using Equinox Organiser. You 
will find this an invaluable aid 
to recalling what you have on 
disk, and what name to type 
in when you are prompted for 
a file name. 

After choosing the option, 
simply type in the required 
path or accept the default to 
see what files you have. 


[ana 
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Hider Aba m 
Choose Directory Listings 
from the Main Menu to show 
the files in the directory you 
have typed a path for. 


Equinox Organiser 


FINANCIAL DIARY 


Load from the main menu or by double-clicking DIARY.PRG in the ORGANISR directory window. Choose 
Create New Diary, Select Date, and enter the date you want to review. You'll now be at the Day 
Displayed menu. 

Choose Access, New Input, Appointment Time, and enter a time. You are prompted for morning or 
afternoon. Make your selection, and the time appears at the top of the left-hand column. 

Now enter the appointment details. Let’s pretend you're a consultant and you're seeing a client, so 
type something like: “Mr Brown, half-hour consultancy”. Enter a “mark” against the entry to symbol 
ise something special about the appointment 
if you wish - for instance, use an exclamation |B2=uuau 
mark if this Is a particularly important meet 
Ing. In the Money column, enter £20 - the 
amount you are charging Mr Brown. 

Make another, similar kind of entry for, 
say, 35 minutes later. Note how the two 
amounts are automatically totalled. Press 
<Esc> to return to the Day Displayed menu. 
Choosing Previous or Next takes you to the 
day before or after the current day. Choose 
Access on any day to make a new entry. 

Press <Esc> again and the option to Save CORMRORIUS 
your data appears. Choose this if you want to 
keep the information, otherwise continue to , 
press <Esc> and return to the main menu. 


5 at f su tancy 
HE38 fr Wblte, Ratt hour consultancy 
11:35 ft | Rr Green, half-hour consultancy 
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Financlal Diary automatically totals the 
punts you enter in the Money column — a handy 
way of keeping track of income or expenditure. 


PHONE MESSAGING 


Load the program, enter your chosen user name (eight 
characters maximum) and choose Take Incoming 
Message 

You are prompted for all the information regarding 


tion. Press <Esc> to finish. Edit the message if you need 
to, Print it if you want to pass it on manually or keep a 
“hard copy” record for yourself. 

Now choose Send and Clear to save the message to 


disk and clear it from the screen. You can send the 
message to your own user name if you wish. 
Choose Restart and when you're asked to enter your 


the message. The message itself is typed on the 
numbered lines below the message “header” informa- 


name, enter the name of the person you “sent” the 
message to 

This time, you will see a new option - Scan Own 
Messages. Choose this, and the message you entered 
previously is displayed. You can print or delete the 
message after reading it if you wish. 
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David reads a message left by Richard in 
Phone Messaging. Print messages if you wish, 
or simply delete them after reading ~ much 
more hygienic than eating them! 
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PHONE BOOK 


formatted floppy disk at the ready. fEcacima 
After reaching the Phone Book main “tne ae 
menu, choose Create New File and 
place the blank disk in the drive 
when prompted. The file (or rather 
files as Phone Book creates one for 
each letter of the alphabet) will now 
be created ~ and it may take some 
time! 

Now choose Open File and type the 
letter under which you wish to make 
your first entry. Thereafter, Phone 
Book assumes you start any name | Tiig po Delete Next Last Turn Page Goto Print Find 
with the letter you want to file it — 
under, so it’s probably best to type The Phone Book is very easy to use, 
surnames first if you're entering indi- and saves the data as you enter it. 
viduals. You'll hear the drive access- 
ing the appropriate file for the first letter you typed each time you press <Return> after typing a new 
name. 

All the other options available to you are quite self-explanatory - experiment and enjoy! The data is 
saved as you enter it, so don’t worry about losing it when you exit the program. 


[Phone Book } 


Phone No. 


Abercrombie, Davd 27 Greevood Close, Mevuille, Mug Ol 125 4567, 
findersan, Derek $2 Hddlenass Brive, Leeteun LMS INN B99? Z4seie 
Andrevs, Archie 43 Rake Lane, Longtovn LOS BHG 01397 90 
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AND THERE’S MORE... 


It’s amazing how much you can fit onto a single disk! 


THE ANCIENT ART OF ASCII 


FREEWARE @ HIGH RES ONLY 

© BY DAVID BECKER 

Create 70's style computer graphics... 
This program converts any high resolution Degas 
file (P13) into a picture made up of plain ASCII 
characters. The ANCIENT folder includes a sample 


file called FACE,TXT — double-click on this and 
“Show” from the desktop to get a quick idea 


DC MOUSESTICK 1.0 


FREEWARE ALL RESOLUTIONS 
© BY MICHAEL VEDERMAN 


Let your joystick imitate a mouse. 


This clever utility allows you to use your joystick as a 
standard mouse — useful if your mouse ever breaks 
down, To install the program, copy it to the AUTO 
folder of your boot disk and reset the system. Run 
DCMSTICK.PRG to configure the program. 


ECVERTER 1.0 


SHAREWARE *HIGH/MEDIUM RES 
© BY HAKON EINES 


Convert .CVG graphics to Postscript. 


With ECVerter, you can convert Calamus .CVG files 
into .EPS (Encapsulated Postscript) files and vice 
versa. Run EPSXCVG.PRG and select the type of 
conversion you require; you can convert a single file 
or a folder full of files. Click on the source and 
destination boxes to select the paths and files 


RDE 5 


PD # ALL RESOLUTIONS 
BY W. EVANS 


Save your RAMdisk with its contents. 


This is a RAMdisk with a difference. Not only is it 
reset-proof, but it can also be saved with its 
contents, Load RDE,PRG and create a RAMdisk file. 
Quit RDE and run the file you have just created, so 
installing the RAMdisk in memory. The program will 
now allow you to recreate the RAMdisk including 
any files you have copied into it 


LEDPANEL 2.3 


PD ¢ ALL RESOLUTIONS 
BY CHRISTOPH ZWERSCHKE 


See the time and disk activity. 


LED Panel is a useful utility that can be run from the 
desktop but is best copied into your AUTO folder. It 
can display disk activity, time, date and even 
whether <CapsLock> is on or off. CONFIG.PRG lets 
you fully configure the program. 


SPRINT 1.2 


PUBLIC DOMAIN # ALL RESOLUTIONS 
© BY KELVIN UNSWORTH 


Speed up printing with this patch, 

SPrint is an easy-to-use printer accelerator. Copy 
SPRINT.PRG into the AUTO folder and reboot to 
install. It works best with inkjets and lasers but will 
also improve the speed of dot matrix printers. 


PROFILE 1.5 


SHAREWARE # ALL RESOLUTIONS. 
© BY MARK BAINES 
Analyse your ST’s system, 


This comprehensive analyser tells you all about your 
system, from TOS version to esoteric system 
variables. Run the program and wait for a few sec- 
onds until it displays the Options menu, Press <1> to 
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The LED Panel configuration program 
lets you display the date/time and 
fully customise the display. 


Remember those ‘70s 
computer images? 
Ancient is your 

» chance to recreate 
them on your ST! 
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start the analysis and use the <left> and 
<right>cursor keys to move through the various 
screens, 


ASCGIF 1.6 
PUBLIC DOMAIN # ALL RESOLUTIONS 


Yep — another ASCII image converter... 


ASCGIF is similar to The Ancient Art of ASCII except 
that it converts .GIF images into ASCII “pictures”. To 
convert a file, double-click on ASCGIF.TTP and enter 
the name of the .GIF file. Conversion takes a 
few seconds and when complete, the program 
displays the various options. Type <v> followed by 
<Return> to view the result or <h> for help. 


USING STRBAKUP.TOS 


Always back up your cover disk and keep 
the original in a safe place. Run 
STRBAKUP.TOS and follow the on-screen 
instructions; the program even formats the 
disk for you. STRBAKUP.TOS is only for 
backing up your cover disk; it is not recom- 
mended for any other use. 


GENERAL DISK PROBLEMS 


In the unlikely event that your cover disk 
won’t load or gives you any other prob: 
lems, disconnect any peripherals,switch 
your computer off for at least 20 seconds 
and try again, If this doesn’t solve the 
problem, return your disk, with a stamped 
addressed envelope, to: 

P.C. Wise Ltd, Dowlais Top Business Park, 
Dowlais, Merthyr Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan 
CF48 27. 

PC Wise will test your disk and send a 
replacement as quickly as possible. You can 
contact the PC Wise Helpline with any 
urgent problems concerning faulty disks on 
0685 350505 between 10.30 and 12.30, 
weekdays. 

Should you require technical help, call 
the ST Review Helpline on Friday afternoons 
between 2pm and Spm on 0625 859766. 


Fass olus 


[For users of Atari ST & Falcon computers! 


7 Musters Road - Nottingham - NG2 7PP 
Tek O602-455250 - Fax: O602-455305 


Software 


© Address 1.6 

J Astronomy Lab 
C-Font2 
CalAssistant 
CalAssistant SL 
Clip Art Catalogues (2) 
TW Clip Art Catalogue 
TW Clip Art Set 1 
TW Clip Art Set 2 
TW Clip Art Set 3 
Easy Text Plus DTP 
Easy Text Pro DTP 
EdHack £ 9.95 
Fontkit Plus 4.1 £24.95 
Fonty: Calamus Font Editor £11.95 
FontGDOS and Drivers = £ 2.95 


£12.95 
£24.95 
£ 9.95 
£19.95 
£29.95 
£ 4.00 
£ 2.95 
£ 8.50 
£ 8.50 
£ 8.50 
£19.75 
£34.95 
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Imagecopy 1 (Mono) £ 9.95 
Imagecopy Colour £14.95 
Key Master £ 6.95 
Molgraph 2 £24.95 
Mouse Master £ 9.95 
Mouse Tricks 2.15 £ 9.95 
Multiprint £ 9.95 
PageAssistant £29.95 
Redacteur 3.15 £99.00 
Redacteur Lite £69.00 
Redacteur Junior £39.00 
Trimfont £ 9.95 
Ultimate Virus Killer 6 £12.95 
Universal Item Selector Ill £14.95 
Warp 9 £29.95 
X-Debug £24.95 
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Second Time Around 


© 20x3.5" DSDD disks £5.95 
Folowing reorganisation of ux PD catalogue we 


~ | have ots of disks that have been used, re- 


formatted and rerlabelled. A bargain! 


Newsletter setter 


© Fontpact Newsletter Set £14.95 
Complete set of fonts suitable for use with 
‘Timeworks Publisher or any other program that 
uses GEM bit-mapped fonts. ideal for 
newsletters, magazines, reports, and booklets. 
Requires high-res monitor and 300-dpi printer. 


Fonts to go 


© Textstyle £19.95 
‘Another cracking program trom Jeremy Hughes, 
‘author of Imagecopy. Enter your text into 
Textstyle, select a Calamus or GEM font, add text 
effects and justification, and the resulting picture 
file can be imported into a whole range of 
packages. Great for generating headlines for 
wordprocessors he Fst Word Pus, Redacteur 
‘or Wrte ON: oF us with an at package such as 
PixArt to make posters, banners, greetings cards, 
‘etc, Thousands of applications. 


© Textstyle bundle £14.95 
(Oder Textsy@ atthe same time as Imagecopy2 
oF PixArt and save £5, 


PD and Shareware 


© ST Club Catalogue Free 
Probably the most comprehensive catalogue for 
the ST, Details on hundreds of PD and 
‘Shareware disks plus specications of al ofthe 
Products listed in this advert. 

Disks cost £1.25ea; or just £1 for subscribers! 


1 Falcon Club Catalogue Free 
Detaits of our Falcon specific software. 


What a picture 


© Imagecopy 2 £19.95 
‘There is no better way to grab, view, convert and 
print images on your ST or Falun. Suppor - 
pin and 24-pin Epson compatibles, Cannon BJ, 
HP DesklLaserjt mono and colour printers. 


Only the best 
© View I £14.95 


‘The most useful utlty ever writen" ST Format 


Fast and furious 


O Warp9 v3.8 £29.95 
Atlas, the Falcon enhanced version of our highly 
acclaimed screen accelerator package, Warp 9. 


New stocks! 
© Your Second Manual £8.95 


Hidden away in an office in Denmark we have 
Unearthed what must be the last stocks of his 
classic ST book. Ifyou fea asf your computer 
‘knows more about computing than you do, then 
you need tis book! A brian troductory tet for 
beginners or anyone now to Atari computers, This 
isthe authorised printed version of Y2M: beware 
of imitations! 


Great fonts 

G Calamus Font Set #1 £8.95 
© Calamus Font Set #2 £8.95 
10.08 disks of PD and Sharaware fonts in a box. 


© PageStream Font Set £8.95 
1008 disks of PO and Shareware fonts - 
includes four disks of PostScript fonts. 


© STC Fonts Catalogue £2.95 
(Our professional qualty range of Calamus fonts. 


Omikron 


We are the UK cistrbtor for this famous German 
software publisher. Ou release schedule forthe 
Engish versions ofthe ST and Falcon software: 
OD PixArt £34.95 
Feature packed te colour 
‘xe painting program. 
Parti very quick. 
Pi suppets digtzers and 
aphic tables, supports 
ail ST-TT and Falcon 
screen resolutions (monochrome 10 16.7 Miion 
‘alors and uns onal tly GEM compatible 
graphics cards. 
‘Other highights: you can zoom in or ou ofthe 
picture and stil use al the drawing tools, Pot has 
ver creative block manipulation facies that wil be 
df geat sew OTP unr. Pi ty Fan 
compatible, Wonders, wonderful is how the 
(German Ata magazine TOS summed up ts 
foolings about Pick! Available: Now. 


© Freeway ftba 
‘Anew generation database that combines 
AL, free-form text database structures with 
ak traditional field structures. Accessible 
Jernal SOL-strcture and full Falcon 
‘compatibe, Avaliable: February 


© Mortimer £14.95 
Mamary resident mui-unction uty that can bo 
called up from within any GEM oF TOS application. 
x Features includ: text oor, 
> printer spooler, keyboard macros, 
virus quad, foxible RAM disk, 
screen grabber, disk utes such 
|) as fle copying and disk formating, 
and a pop-up pocket calculator, 
Available: Now 


© Mortimer DeLuxe £34.95 
Even more features: ton text editors, file search, 
{isk copier, better fle selector, ime schodvor with 
alarm, and more. Fully compatible with ST, TT and 
Falcon computers. Available: February 


For the ast tree yoars wo have been publishing 
a monthly magazine for ST users. Ful of into 
ative and authorative articles ST Applications is 
an essential read forall Atari users who are 
seis about geting the best ou oftheir 
machine 


Don't take our word fort, here are some 


‘Originals ofthese letters avaiable for inspection 
alow offoes. 


Overseas subscriptions 
rates: Europe - £27; ROW - £37. 


ST Applications 


Falcon 
Applications 
Includes our mag-in-a-mag 
supplement on all things Falcon, 


Subscriptions 

1 12-issues: £24.00 
© B-issue trial: £5.00 
© Sample issue: £2.50 


welcome, i fact 25% of our readership live outside the UK. Air Mail subscrition 


Risk Free. Susborptions to ST Applications ae risk ee. Write asking us to cancel your subscription and the 
{ul unused balance of your subscription willbe refunded by retum of post. We have been publishing software, 
‘books and magazines forthe Atari market for over 8 years. 


‘Dust Covers 


These dust covers are manufactured from top 
<qualty water resistant and tear prot nylon fabric 
coated with tough polyurethane and treated with 
an atistatic mmbitor. Unik cheap PVC covers 
they may be washed andioned. Covers are gray 
wih blue piping. 

Computer Covers 

© S20STFM/IO40STFISTE £5.45 


© Falcon030 £5.45 


Monitor Covers 
© 12" monitors £6.95 


© 14* monitors £6.95 
Please specity monitor make and model: 


Printer Covers 
© Dot Matrix Printers £5.95 


S Lasers/Deskjet £7.95 
Please specity printer make and mode: 


Books 

Users’ Guideto 1st Word 6.95 
ST 30 Graphics Programming £22.95 
Atari ST Basic To C £18.45 
ST Disk Drives: Inside And Out£18.95 
ST Machine Language £18.45 
Atari ST Programmer's Guide £22.95 
‘Desktop Publishing: The Book € 6.95 
Introducing ST Machine Code £19.75 
Midi and Sound Book for ST £17.25 
Musical Applications ofthe ST & 5.95 
Tech Ref Guide Atari ST Vol2 £19.95 
Tech Ref Guide Atari ST Vol £22.95 
Guide to Timeworks DTP. = £ 9.95 
Your First Basic £14.95 
C-Manship Complete Atari ST £14.94 
‘ST Assembly Lang’ Workshop £14.95 
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{Ordering 

Texte tor you requ nso ie 
scar photocopy, hist ait na sheet of 
paper yr rare ar acess, ang wht 
haga Pestl Orr ows we St Cha, 7 
Mastrs Rand, Nathan, NG2 TP. Pease alow 
upto 4 days for your goods to reach you. Somy, we 
natch ae ord lpr do 
Overseas Orders Welcome - Please request a. 
txpy for reas Pen Lint Menbersip 
You do not have to join or subscribe betore you can 
‘buy from us, and you are not under any on-going 
obligation to buy from us when you do subscribe. 


___ Cheque/PO enclosed. 


 ...Delivery; £1.25 for ets under £20. 
©) ...VAT included in all prices 
& ...Catalogues & Telephone support FREE 
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useful tasks. Appointment t 
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accessory, but the beau 


beast lies in the fact that 
available from one desk a 
slot 

Selecting the He 


opens the 
icons represent the various moi 
Double-clicking on any 
the 
cleverly, all 
Harlekin is not memor 
module can be assig 
shortcut and even Hi 


by a key comt 


ppropriate modul 


modules 


lungry. Each 


you 


THE MANAGER 


The main module feature 
fledged appoi 
Manager module, a 
integrated v 
alarm module anc 
of text. It featu 


define dail 
events. 
Each event n 


priority level and linke 
or more icons. Logic 


facilities are provide 


ing yout 
certain tyr 


modem, any phone r 
be dialled automatic double 


clicking on the 


WHAT'S NEW? 


The main improvements are 
MultiTOS and Fal 


along with a ne 


‘ompatibility 


improved user interf 


dialogue boxes are ni 


based and each button has a 


The Manager module features 
a flexible monthly planner 
with more options than 
you're ever likely to need! 


The Harlekin 
desktop gives 
quick access 


Wane TTT T 


snd @ tesei wa tree 


FS to the various 


7a 3 
modules via icons 

if Zt aid or keyboard 
shortcuts. 

2 2 @ 


oft Calculator 


LF? vec | [sto jf act | 
Go 
[ro Bin} [0 }LE}LF] 


‘ 
eae 


keyboa and it also supports a scripting 
be removed if not required. la The Alarm module can be 


Among the many 
modules is a 
calculator. Results 
can be pasted into a 
word processor or 
DIP package. 


4 equivalent 


Memory handling has been linked with the Manager module so 


share a 


that Manager events can trigger an 


optimis- alarm. The Printer module now 
supports printer fonts and is freely 


e key- —_confic 


closed t tro><U VERDICT 
Modi vow loaded from disk 
when needed, which saves on Harle 3 is a very useful utility, It is 


would be an ideal addition to 
Harlekin and would work very well if 


to four documents at a time and 
supports the GEM clipboard, a wel 


come addition. The Manager features the authors found a way of integrat 


ved sorting facilities including __ing it with the Manager, as with the 


alarm and text editor modules. There 


verse sort. The communication 


dows are resizeable should also be a simple way of 


HARLEKIN MODULES 


Clock, Alarm Events, ASCII Table, Calculator, System Colour, Disk 


Tools, File Utilities, System Font Editor, Keyboard Editor, Macro 
Editor, Appointment Manager, Memory and Disk Monitor, Text 
Editor, Control Panel, Printer Filter and Spooler, RAM Disk, RS232, 
Memory, Sorting, Vector, Comms Terminal, Window Colours. 


enabling and disabling modules; 


currently you have to rename the 


iatins ‘eo bol vanthle: pied 
combining all the utilities 7 

Ke iS enue eran ee Fed up with being 

re) READY TO GO limited to six desk 

= “Boe eal phase oats accessories? Ofir Gal 

(a) il aed cleo looks at one solution... 

(o) each designed as a separate k 
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module files. On the whole, Harlekin 
can be recommended as a profes 
sional tool. All | want to know is how 
did they manage to squeeze it all into 
150Kb of memory? 


- 


PROS AND CONS 


% Works best with hard 
disk systems 


> <a 


"All the desk 
accessories you'll 
ever need ina 
single package. 


NAME: HARLEKIN 3 
COMPANY: HISOFT 


CONTACT: 0525 718181 
PRICE: £59.95 (£19.95 
upgrade from v2) 
SYSTEMS: ALL SYSTEMS 
AND RESOLUTIONS 


EASE OF USE 

DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 

VALUE FOR MONEY ° 


OVERALL 86’ 


AMERICAN PIE 


The Jaguar 
continues to 
devour everything 
in its path... 


e national roll out of the Jaguar 
is back on track after a delay of 
several weeks. Most of Atari's main retail partners were back-ordered 

on Jaguar consoles until mid-February. Many rumors have been speculat- 
ed as to the reason for the delay, but it is most likely due to distribution 
problems as Atari re-establishes its national presence. Atari's 
Don Thomas indicated that Jaguar television ads should start to appear 
in the major US markets in March. Also, print advertising continues, 
as full-color two-page ads featuring both the Jaguar and Lynx are 
appearing in major gaming magazines. 

cted release dates for several Jaguar titles have been announced, 
with Tempest 2000 and Club Drive expected in March, Checkered Flag Il 
and Alien vs, Predator in April, and Kasumi Ninja, Star Raiders 2000, and 
Tiay Toon Adventures in june. Other third party titles should also begin to 
appear in March, 

The Jaguar's competition in the Video Game market has started to 
heat up — Panasonic has reduced the list price of the 3D0 console from 
$700 to $500, While Panasonic has indicated that the price reduction 
was due to expanded production, many industry observers believe this 
was done as a move to improve sluggish sales. The new 3DO price puts 
it on a closer playing field with the Jaguar ($250 list price) and its 
CD-ROM add-on ($200 expected list price). 

Meanwhile, Nintendo has taken a page from Atari’s book in deciding 


New software, hardware and a 
CeBit preview fill this month’s 
German column... 


et me start this month by asking: what do Atari and amalgam have 
L' common? As more and more people here are complaining about 

problems with their amalgam fillings, the universities and the industry are 
doing a lot of research to find an affordable replacement — gold is still the 
best, but also the most expensive filling material. But the big American 
chemical companies involved are concerned with the finance involved and so 
the research of the two biggest companies has been linked. This is being 
carried out at a German university where Atari TTs in combination with 
different PostScript and colour printers are being used for the presentation of 
statistics and the like; TimeWorks 2 for DTP, X-Act for the statistics and chart 
generation, and That’s Write for word processing. Oh, and they hope to 
finish the research within two years and have an amalgam replacement with- 
in three to four years! Now back to the news... 

Last month | mentioned a low-cost CD-ROM drive with an interface for 
any Atari ST and capable of working with any TOS version. Interestingly, a 
couple of Atari-specific CD-ROMs have now appeared on the scene. The first 
is called the GEMini Atari CD-ROM (reviewed on page 34... Ed) and contains 
about 600Mb of software for any Atari, Applications, accessories, graphics in 
different formats, programming tools, fonts, icons, Gnu Software (a full set of 
C, C++ and Tools) and many more. Here, the disk costs the equivalent of 
£20. The second CD-ROM is being produced by an Atari Dealer based in 
Diisseldorf, and also contains a lot of shareware and PD, GIF images, tools 
and demos with a price of around £33. 

Julian Reschke, author of SCS/-Tools, the best SCSI hard-disk driver for 
Atari, is working on CD-Tools, a universal CD driver that will allow both data 
and audio CDs to be played back by many of the drives. 

Technobox is a company that makes brilliant CAD Software, and although 
now retired from the low-end Atari market, their program Technobox Drafter 
is still famous in Germany. They are selling it, without support which costs 
extra, for around £37 — definitely the best buy of the month, The high-end 


to make its upcoming 64-bit game system (codenamed “Project Reality”) 
cartridge-based. The Nintendo console, expected for release In '95 at a 
price of $250, will utilize cartridges with a minimum of 12.5 megabytes 
‘of memory. Nintendo is leaving the door open for an add-on CD-ROM 
drive. Ironically, when Atari announced the same capabilities for the 
Jaguar, they were criticized for not having a CD-ROM drive built into the 
console! 5 

Restructuring at Atari’s headquarters in Sunnyvale also continues. 
Atari has shifted development of all Falcon-specific games (lamazap!, 
Steel Talons, Road Riot 4WD and Humans) to Atari UK. Expected release 
dates for these games are unknown. Tom Gillen, Atari’s Software Test 
Group Supervisor, has also confirmed that development of computer 
software such as TOS, MultiTOS, AtariWorks and SpeedoGDOS has been 
suspended. Atari has also started to expand the Customer Support, 
Game Test, Art, Finance and Administration departments to handle the 
increased workload created by the release of the Jaguar. 

Atari has amended the Falcon030 dealer agreement to now allow mail 
order sales of the Falcon computers. This is seen as a positive move by 
Atari dealers and users in North America. Prior to the new policy, 
Falcons could only be sold from a dealer's store front, which limited 
access. to many who lived hundreds of miles from the nearest Atari 
dealer. 

Bob Brodie indicated during the February Real Time Conference on 
the GEnie BBS that Atari is still building Falcons, but the majority of 
these will be the no hard-drive models. The TT also continues to be 
produced; a recent shipment arrived at Atari’s warehouse in Sunnyvale. 

Two Worlds Publishing is set to begin publishing a new bi-monthly 
Atari-specific magazine named Processor Direct. \t will join Current Notes 
and ST Informer, the only remaining Atari magazines published in North 
America. 


Until next month... 


Charles Smeton has been an ST owner since 1985 and a long time Ata 
owner since the 8-bit days of the early 80s, He is also a past president o! 
the Washington Area Atari Computer Enthusiasts (W.A.A.C.E.) and the 
owner of NewSTar Technology Management, which develops the STraight 
FAX! software for Atari computers. 


OP MARK 


Techno-CAD customers still get 
support, of course. 

‘MagIX, the multi-tasking operat- 
jing system, is under development 
again. Since the last version 
was not very compatible with 
MultiTOS, the intention is to 
improve this with the next 
version. 

Steinberg’s Cubase Audio and 
EMagic’s Notator Logic Audio are 
both shipping here, giving musicians a set of affordable tools to carry out 
synchronized MIDI sequencing and audio hard-disk recording. 

At the CeBit Show in Hannover this year, only Compo, Overscan, and 
Maxxon will have their own booths. Compo is going to show the 68040- 
based, Atari-compatible Medusa computer, Studio Photo DSP, Track-Com, an 
on-line DSP sequencer, and the latest versions of the other Compo 
products. OverScan will demonstrate its first Afterburner 040 for the Falcon, 
which is not yet available but promises to make the Falcon a really fast bird. 

Finally, the first shipment of the German version of AtariWorks arrived in 
the shop today. So | have seen the package, but not the final program 
itself... 


Best regards. 


Manfred Backer is 26 years old and works in a computer 
shop in Cologne. He's been programming Atari computers since 


1985 for his private needs and is active on the various bulletin 
boards in Germany. 
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might have to convince your bank 
manager to fund you, or your suppli- 
ers to extend credit. If you can 
present the relevant facts in a bold, 
convincing manner, the battle is 
halfway won already — hence 
the popularity in recent years 
‘of so-called presentation 
graphics. 
In reality, presentation 
graphics is simply an extension of 
desktop publishing with a smattering 
of graphic design thrown in. 
Dedicated presentation packages are 
few and far between so in the main it 
comes down to using either an 
illustration package or some DTP 
software. 
Imagine you want to convince 
someone that you're worth investing 
in, How would you go about it? At 


unning a successful business, 

4 be it a multi-million pound 
company or a part-time hobby- 

come-moneyspinner, depends on 

getting several things right. One 

of them is convincing people. 

You have to convince your 

customers to buy your prod- 

ucts or services just as you 


Most DTP packages can be used 
for charting; here we see 
Pagestream 2 in action. 


COLOUR IS THE KILLER 


Those of you who own a colour printer can look forward to even 
better results. With colour you can achieve ten times the impact 
with the right choices. 

Three or four colours is the best bet. Any less and the chart can 
look a little drab, while more is simply confusing. Colours should 
be chosen carefully too, especially if you are using a solid back- 
ground. For example, yellow on mid green doesn’t stand out at 
all, while yellow on dark blue is a good choice for stark contrast. 
Don’t vary the colour scheme too much either, particularly if the 
same figures are being used. 

Of course, solid backgrounds aren't ideal for low-end printers. 
It will cost you a fortune using a colour inkjet and ensure you run 
out of one colour long before the others. A better bet is to try a 
light coloured graduated tint as a background - very light or 
almost white at the top, getting darker towards the bottom 
works best. This uses up far less ink and still looks good. Another 
useful trick is to insert an abstract image such as a wood or stone 
texture as a background. DA’s Vector is particularly good at this - 
mono images can even be given a coloured tint. 


A Hewlett-Packard 
Deskjet 550c is 
capable of printing 
very effective 
colour charts. 


Andrew Wright looks at 
presentation graphics — the best 
way to get yourself noticed... 


PRESENTED 


The Dragon 
Grapher, reviewed 
in issue 19, is a 
handy tool. 


Par eptainame 


Gounties 


‘one end of the scale you could create 
a series of slides or overhead trans- 
parencies, sit your audience down in 
a lecture theatre and go to work on 
them. Packages like Atari’s Hyperchart 
were designed for just that purpose 
and even included facilities for 
‘outputting to 35mm slide formats. 
More likely, though, you would 
simply want to put together three or 
four sheets of figures demonstrating 
your prospects and growth targets. 
Presenting four pages of spreadsheet 


printout isn’t likely to help your 
cause, however, unless the target is a 
whizzkid accountant. It’s far better to 
put together a mini-presentation 
using hard-hitting graphs and charts 
to express the main message. The 
nitty gritty detail will wait until later. 


STICK TO THE PLAN 


Professionals think in three parts: an 
introduction thst summarises the 
presentation and states the case in 


HYPERCHART 


Hyperchart is an interesting product. It was one of the first software pack- 
ages released by Atari and it is still the only dedicated presentation graphics 
program available. Although a pricey program when it was first released, it 
is currently on offer from Silica Systems at the tempting price of £24, 

Hyperchart is a GDOS-based program and comes on no less than six 
disks, with a vast library of backgrounds and vector objects in GEM format. 
Only two printer drivers (Epson X80 and Star) are supplied along with the 
standard Atari font set, but if you don’t have your own working GDOS 
setup by now you never will have! More interesting, perhaps, is the news 
that Hyperchart appears to work perfectly with both FONTGDOS and 
SpeedoGDOS on the ST and Falcon albeit, only with Swiss and Dutch fonts. 

The interface takes some getting used to and seems rather obscure for a 
GEM program. Presentations are made up of sections, which are in turn 
made up of individual slides, and each one is displayed as an icon grouped 
together in GEM windows. In this way, Hyperchart lets you build up multi- 
slide presentations using data imported from spreadsheets like LDW Power 
and others such as the K-Spread series which are capable of saving in .DIF 
format. 

Slides can consist of graphs, charts, background scenes and clip art 
objects or simply bullet points and text. The number of slides in a presenta- 
tion is more or less unlimited and once a complete presentation has been 
put together, it can be saved and played either as a rolling demo or as an 
interactive presentation depending on keys pressed by the user. As such, it 
is ideal for training as well as sales. Each slide can be printed via 
GDOS/SpeedoGDOS to any supported printer or saved in GEM format for 
export toa DTP package. 


K-Graph 
isa 
dedicated 
charting 
program 
with 
plenty of 
options. 


(Minbers Indicate quarters fron end 37) 


simple terms, the main body that 
goes into more detail and the conclu- 
sion that reiterates the case and ends 
with a messages leaving the audience 
in no doubt as to what they should 
do next. 

The best advice is to keep the 
presentation simple and use a rough 
draft to work from, Too much 
information on the page is counter- 
productive - research has shown that 
between two and four supporting 
points on a page or slide is about 
right to ram home a point. Only 
one typeface is best, two if you really 
need them, but as the object is 
simplicity, even a single change of 
typeface can distract. Use a legible 
typeface too — don’t even think about 
using all upper case or a fancy display 
font. 

Titles for each chart or page 
should be as brief and as succinct as 
possible but phrased carefully to 
hammer home the message 


Consider the difference between 
“Sales of hard drives for Ataris, 1987- 
1994” and “Atari hard drive sales 
increase dramatically” 

The first title is just that — the other 
reinforces the message in the chart. 
The best way to get into presentation 


graphics is Atari’s Hyperchart, a 
dedicated package that is currently a 
good buy (see box), doing the 
rounds at less than £30. 

DA's Vector, the top end illustration 
package, has full vector graphics 
capabilities, animation and autotrac 
ing as well as a limited, but useful, 
charting module. If you want to use 
real colour, DA’s Vector is the best 
option: 

That's not to say that there aren't 
cheaper alternatives. PD and 
shareware utilities abound but most, 
if not all, rely either on grabbing the 
screen when a chart or graph is 
displayed or saving in a bitmap 
format. At screen resolutions, the 
result is often an untidy image that 
can't readily be resized in another 
program 

For many, the answer might well 
be to use standard DTP or graphics 
software to create the charts. Bar 
charts and line graphs are straightfor- 
ward, though pie charts can pose 
problems. 

With a bit of imagination, though, 
some interesting results can 
be obtained — try using vector 
graphics instead of vertical columns 
for an eye-catching effect. 


Charts and 
graphs can be 
rotated using a 
comprehensive 
dialogue box. 


TARI PRESENT. 
HYPERCHART 


Hyperchart 
is the 

ST's only 
dedicated 

| presentation 
graphics 
package. 


Presentation Graphics 


DRAWING CHARTS 


Here’s a tip for those using a 


DTP or vector graphics package to 


draw charts. Get hold of a PD charting program like Topchart, 
create an image file, import into the DTP program and use it 
shapes on top. This way you get 
= accurate charts 
{J that can readily 
he resized. 


as a template to draw vector 


TYPES OF CHART 


You could fill several text books with information on designing 
and presenting data but in the final analysis, charts and graphs 


can be broken down into a handful of commonly used types. 


cuise 


Line graphs 


GALES LAYER Lager 


re useful for 
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showin 
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upwards! 
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of a plain colour. The sam 
with a much lighter tint. 


Pie charts are 


under the line 
is filled to 
add impact. A 
TIFF image of 
some 


image appears in the background 
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best for show- 
ing how the 
various parts 
relate to the 
whole. More 
than four or 


is fairly hard 
to understand, 
so be prepared 
to leave out 


some dat 


@Stalt 
Maintenance 
‘Equipment 


Lump some of the smaller categories together if necessary. In 
this case it is used to show quite dramatically how staff costs 


make up most of a budget. 


The bar chart 


exercised with 3D charts as 
mislead... 


Bis probably th; 
best known 
d most 
flexible of all 
chart types - 
this one is in 
3D. The bars 
could equally 
well be placed 
horizontally, 
of course. 
has to be 
distorted viewpoints can often 
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Question: What do A.W.F., MERLIN & WARPZONE, all 
have in common? 


Answer: They are all official stockists of 


The ST 
HANDBOOK 


Finally a magazine specially for the 
Public Domain & Shareware! 


A NEW. compact magazine featuring: News, 
Reviews, Competitions, Company Profiles, 
PD Charts, The ST Ranger. 

All this Plus a 


Cover Disk 
Crammed full of PD & Shareware 
for ONLY £2.50 including P+P 
Available from the above official stockists, 
or direct from: 
Wright & Hayes Graphics, 

1 Fordhouse Lane, Stirchley, Birmingham B30 2NH. 
(Please make cheques payable to Wright & Hayes Graphics) 


Not available in the shops! 


pridwide 
bringing you all the 


Goodman Enterprises, w 
contacts, we continue to go from strength to stre 
latest and best Public Domain and Shareware. 


As one of the longest established ST libraries in the world, we are 
constantly addi ew titles to our 
(including the SOS MIDI software collection). 


y extensive collection, 


Beware of imitations, send today for our comprehensive PD & Shareware 
Guide, it's now approaching 200 pages, with good descriptions, screen 
shots etc. and it's still only £2.95 inclusive 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


VIDEO SUPREME | BLANK DISKS 
THE Video Tiler | Great deals ot both double density and | 
| 79% Rated ~ST Font | | a Top quality bulk or branded 
| Monee! | 100 DS/DD 
| CLUB DOMINOES e377 9 
| 76% Rated ST Format | °. 
Only £14.95 100 DS/HD 
| COMPUTER GLOSSARY 
} 71% Rated - ST Format | Telephone for smaller or lager 
| Only £5.95 | ‘quantity prices. 
All inclusive of VA’ 


al, Zenobi Adventures, Easy Text 
art, MicroMagic Software etc 


We also stock Budgie UK, Shoestring Educ 
Plus and Professional, The Monulator, 


Goodman Enterprises (DEPT STR) 
16 Conrad Close, Meir Hay Estate, Longton. 


Stoke-on-Trent ST3 1SW 
(—) Tel: 0782 335650 Fax: 0782 316132 = 


Gloom and 
boom... 


loom and doom mer- 

chants aside, the 

general feeling these 
days among those in the 
know is that the Atari 
market in the UK has plenty 
to offer, at least for the time being. With the world 
now populated by 33MHz 486 PC owners, all tearing 
their hair out trying to get even the simplest programs 
to run and feeding in hundreds of pounds of hardware 
every week to keep up with the Jones's, it’s time to sit 
back and look at where we're going. 

I'm the first to admit that the ST’s heyday is over. 
The decline is about to set in. One day the ST will 
join the Sinclair Spectrum, MSX BASIC and the Amstrad 
PCW as museum pieces of note and milestones 
along the great journey towards the ultimate super 
computer. 

But hang on a minute - what about the competition? 
The PC might be the machine on everyone’s lips at 
present (usually preceded by a swear word, believe me) 
but just where is it going? Its operating system of 
some thirteen years standing, a feeble folder full of 
hastily cobbled commands called DOS, is more or less 
dead. Yep, it’s true - the next version of Windows will 
do away with DOS entirely while Apple are putting 
their faith, not in a new Mac, but in something called 
the PowerPC. While it will probably run most 
Macintosh software, it represents such a leap forward 
in technology that it will leave most Apple kit - not to 
mention users - well behind. 

In other words, the markets are all evolving in their 
own separate ways. Apple are trying to punch into the 
business world while the PC clones are trying to spread 
out and take over both the office and the home. Minis 
and mainframes will battle on for the high ground but 
there will always be hundreds and thousands of people 
who don’t want to spend hours learning the mysteries 
of the CONFIG.SYS file and who will still have the same 
choices a year from now. 

There IS still a place for a low cost home computer. 
And the ST will be there to fill it, two, three or maybe 
even four years from now. Whether Atari make the 
machines or not, the ST market will go on. It will still 
be exciting and it will still be worth money, albeit to a 
smaller, streamlined group of suppliers. After all, the 
ST succeeded in spite of Atari. It will certainly be able 
to carry on without them. 


Andrew Wright is a freelance contributor to ST Review and has 
been writing for the magazine since its inception. Though still 


recovering from a recent eye operation, it doesn’t appear to 
stop him from seeing into the future... 


Don’t miss... 


Come along to the only 
Atari-specific shows 

in the country. You'll 
find all the leading ST 
publishers and dealers 
there, offering all sorts 
of bargains. This is your 
golden opportunity to 
buy virtually anything 
for your ST, with expert 
advice to hand. 


@ Free ST computing advice 


Make your way to the Atari ST Review and Atari 
ST User stand for absolutely free technical 
advice. This is your opportunity to grill our tech- 
nical expert on anything at all to do with your 
ST. Whatever it is, just come along to the stand 
and ask, be it about hardware, software or just 
general information you'd be interested to know. 


@ Back issues 


If you’ve been following a series and missed the 
last one, or you were looking forward to the next 
issue but can’t find it at the newsagents, you'll 
know just how disappointing it is to miss out on 
an issue, Well, never fear! You'll find various back 
issues on sale at bargain prices at the Atari ST 
Review and Atari ST User stand. 


@ The latest magazines 


Save yourself a wintry trip down to the 
newsagents and make a beeline for our 
stand instead. 

You'll be able to pick up the current issue 
of Atari ST User at the shows, when it is 
brand new, and the latest issue of Atari ST 
Review, nearly a week before it will be on sale! 


@ Special show subscription offer 


Guarantee your copies of the best Atari 
magazines by taking advantage of the special 
show subscription offer, only available to 
visitors to the shows. It’ll only take a 
few minutes to fill in a form and you'll have 
every issue delivered postage free to your door. 


coming your way 


The leading ST publishers and 
dealers attending include: 


16/32 Systems Compo Software 
Atari ST Review Warpzone PDL 

Atari ST User System Solutions 
Calamus User Group Atari Workshop 
C65 ComputerBild Titan Designs 


Newcastle show 
To be held at the Eldon Leisure Exhibition 
Centre, Eldon Square Shopping ete 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Saturday April 16, 
10am to 5pm. Tickets cost £5, 
£3 for entry after 2pm. 


Nearest train station: 
Newcastle Central Station 
By Metro: Monument stop, 
Eldon Square Centre 
Nearest car park: New yas Street, 
NCP Car Par 


Glasgow show 
Taking place at the Central Hotel, Logie 
Baird Suite, Gordon Street, Glasgow, 
Sunday mee 17, 10am to Spm. 
Tickets cost £5, 
£3 for entry after 2pm. 


Nearest train station: Glasgow Central 
Station 
By Road: M8 exit 19, left into Argyle Street 
and left into Hope Street 
Nearest car park: Oswald Street, 
NCP Car Park 


Organised by David Encill, Neal O’nions and Ray Cross 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


PHONE 0480 891819 
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Good stationery 

is a key to 
financial success. 
Nial Grimes waves 
his magic mouse 
and conjures up 

a few tips on 
business DTP... 


Process colour is the ultimate 
form of printing. It uses four 
inks to trick the eye into seeing 
an infinite number of shades. 


tationery is one of the most 

important parts of any business 

On its back lies the profile ot 
your company and the responsibility 
to make sure that a customer 
chooses you over the competition 
It’s all about designing a business 
card, letter heading and comp 
ments slip that will stand out from 
the crowd. 

An easy task? Not necessarily. The 
fact that all stationery follows 2 
standard pattern doesn’t mean that it 
should jack excitement or innovation 
Let’s take a look at the principles and 
practicalities behind taking a power. 
ful idea from the design stage 
through to the printers. 


The very first design consideration of 
stationery is your business itself 
— exactly what do you want to 
present as an image? Is it trendy 
dependable, relaxed or perhaps even 
adventurous? Think hard on this 
question because the nature of the 
business can tell you a lot about the 
type of design required 

Take an example of a fashion 
designer — if you were left a black 
and white business card in a formal 
font by a designer claiming to have 
the trendiest clothes in the country 
would you be likely to place a large 
order? Probably not, simply because 
the card didn’t represent what you 
wanted to buy. Clearly this would be 
the wrong image to present, but of 
course there is a positive side to the 
argument too — a business can be 
given an experienced profile simply 


Nial Grimes 
Managing Director | 


Didot’s layout 


tools are 
ideally suited 
to stationery 
design and it’s 
the fastest 
option if 

you own a 
standard ST. 


| Spot colour 
| | can be very 
| effective if 
| eee used with 
= compliments 
Teme With Compliments ‘slips and 
= letterheads. 
by putting thought into the design of MONEY MATTERS 


the stationery. Frightening isn’t it? 

Having decided on the style, it’s 
time to think about a logo. Contrary 
to popular belief, you don’t need to 
be a whiz with a graphics package to 
come up with an effective monicker. 
In fact, the opposite is true in many 
cases - you only need to think about 
the BBC, Batman, Intel or Red Dwarf 
to realise that simplicity can be effec- 
tive, If you do get stuck, a good start- 
ing point is the text itself; get a few 
frames on screen, shuffle them 
around with a few abstract shapes 
‘and see what pops up. You might be 
pleasantly surprised, 

The most important thing to 
remember when brewing your own 
stationery is to avoid boring conven- 
tions like the plague! Putting the logo 
‘on the left of a letterhead and the 
address flushed to the right is not 
going to win any awards and it’s 
certainly not going to make your 
business stand out above all others. 


Beyond the design aspect of 
stationery, there are the cold, hard 
practicalities to think about. The first 
consideration is output quality. A dot 
matrix printer is fine for proofing, but 
when it comes to actually putting 
your work into production the resolu- 
tion just isn’t up to scratch. If you 
want to be pedantic you could say 
that the same applies to lasers and 
inkjets, but in reality most modern 
300dpi printers produce a master 
good enough to use for black and 
white stationery. This is especially 
true of work on “Conqueror” or 
other coarse materials, where any- 
thing above 300dpi is usually lost on 
the rough surface. 

Even so, the chances are that you 
would like to use a professional quali- 
ty master and that will mean enlisting 
the services of a print bureau. These 
shops are able to take PostScript 
files from most popular ST desktop 


DTP For Business 


Irrespective of 
the program 
you use, your 
stationery can 
be made to 
stand out by 
simply putting 
some careful 
thought into 
the design. 


publishing packages and turn them 
into professional quality masters at 
staggering resolutions - many will be 
able to offer advice on duplication as 
well. The services of a print bureau 
will also be required if you are think- 
ing about using colour. 

There are two main varieties of 
colour printing and to understand 
which you will need to use requires a 
little excursion into the print industry. 
Conjure up in your mind an image of 
a printing press happily producing a 
mono letterhead. Got it? Now, what 
happens when you want to add a 
second colour to the design? Well, 
the logical way js to start a second 
press for this new shade, and to run 
the paper through both machines — 
in simple terms that describes “spot 
colour”. It works extremely well for 
pages containing a small number of 
shades, but as you can imagine, it 
quickly becomes impractical when 
dealing with photographs or the like. 

Process colour is the compromise 
used to achieve full colour. It uses 
four inks (three subtractive primaries 
and black if you want to get all 
technical) to simulate an infinite 
number of shades. Take a close look 
at one of the pictures on this page 
and you'll see that it is made from 
millions of tiny dots of the same four 
colours, It's relatively cheap because 
it only uses four inks and yet is highly 
effective, 

Don’t worry if you don't under- 
stand the technicalities too well at 


A formal business needn't lead 
to dull stationery. Throw some 
conventions to the wind and you 
might be pleasantly surprised 
with the result! 


this stage. Suffice to say that if your 
design uses less than four shades, 
spot colour will be fine in most cases; 
if it uses more, you will likely be deal- 
ing with process colour. Of course, 
the limitations of your software 
comes into play too. It’s easy to split 
up spot colour productions by hand 
with any DTP package, but a full 
colour desktop publisher is required 
to deal with process colour, or colour 
separation as it is known from the 
computer end of things. 

From our first sortie into the world 
of home-brewed stationery the whole 
process may sound horribly complex, 
but it needn’t be too torturous. If 
money is tight, you can start with a 
laser-printed master and use a photo- 
copier for duplication! The important 
thing to remember is that your 
stationery can give you the edge over 
competition. Spend time in produc- 
ing it and you'll raise the profile of 
your business and possibly increase 
your sales too. Quids in — no lies, 
guy‘nor! 
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Chartered Accountants 


PageStream allows single 
letters or whole chunks of text 
to be stretched into any shape 
- ideal for creating logos! 
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TOUC 


In another ST Review exclusive, 
Joe Connor previews Compo’s 
long-awaited That’s Address 2... 


ather than being a conventional 

database, That's Address 2 is a 

dedicated name and address 
management system. Also, Compo 
products have recently been 
enhanced by the innovative decision 
to use “shared code” which would 
usually be duplicated in each Compo 
application. This “loyalty bonus” 
means that shared code only needs 
to be loaded into memory once and 
can be used by several applications at 
the same time — useful in today’s 
memory-hungry multi-tasking 
environments. 

‘One module in the shared code 

is NoLook which generates the 
new 3D-style user interface 
common to That's Address 2, 
That's Write 3, Studio Photo 
and future Compo products. 


That's Address 2 can be installed as 
either a stand-alone application or 
a desktop accessory and after config- 
uring the database to your require- 
ments, the main screen can be 
opened and records created. Each 
record must be assigned a unique 
keyword of your choice which is 
subsequently used to display any 
desired record by typing in the first 
couple of characters followed by the 
<Help> key. A window appears with 
the best guess highlighted ready for 
selection. Records can be assigned to 
user-defined categories using the 
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database 
has been set 
up, you can 
toggle to a 
card index- 
style display. 
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is an unusual feature, probably a 
side effect of the international 
nature of Compo’s business. 
The settings in the “Define 
location” dialogue box are 
used internally to validate the 
format of postal codes and handle 
address formatting. Letters abroad, 
for example, automatically have the 
Country field added. 
If you move your computer to 
another location it only takes a 
moment to update your database 
using the “Change location” 
dialogue box. All the country-specific 
address details and telephone area 
codes are automatically updated 
before your eyes! 

Four user-definable pop-up 
buttons are used to add “tags” to 
records; Compo uses this feature in 
its registered user database to tag the 
individual products owned by each 
person. There's also an area reserved 


Pop-up button to the right of yuu re—was—saetsstWiss ———— 


the Key field and this makes it 
easy to distinguish between 
“contacts”, “friends” and the 
like, The Country “Ctry” field 


Data can be transferred 
directly to That's Write 3 
or any other program 
that supports the 

‘XAcc protocol. 


If you move house or temporarily change location, you can use this 
dialogue box to update your database automatically. 


for notes — text files up to 9,999 
lines of 65 characters can be 
loaded/exported and associated with 
individual records. A rudimentary text 
editor is built-in, although the option 
to call a favourite text editor would 
be preferred. 

Modem owners can export 
telephone numbers instead of 
dialling manually, and with the 
increasing popularity of modems this 
will soon become an indispensable 
feature. Modem support should be 
extended to cater for alternative tele- 
phone services, such as Mercury, 
which require PIN numbers entered 
into the dial string. Hopefully Compo 


will take another look at this area for 
a future release. 

The common task of writing a 
letter is child’s play using That's 
Address 2 in conjunction with That’s 
Write, Write On or any other XAcc- 
compatible word processor. Simply 
open a new document, flip over to 
That's Address 2, choose the desired 
record, select the export button and 
the data is automatically typed into 
your document while you watch. 

Similarly, record lists can be 
exported directly into any XAcc- 
compatible application or via the 
clipboard for other applications. User- 
defined export filters can be defined 
to format the exported data as 
desired and the most common use is 
to output a mail merge. As That's 
Address 2 handles data intelligently, 
common mail merge problems, such 
as blank lines in the middle of 
addresses, just don’t happen. 

That's Address 2 is capable of 
handle large databases - Compo’s 
registered user database has over 
10,000 records — without slowing 
down and it certainly adds another 
level of productivity to word process- 
ing and mail merge tasks. Definitely 
‘one to look out for. 
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t's a fact of life - we can use a 

complex piece of kit like a 

computer but simple stuff like 
birthdays and telephone numbers 
are likely to slip our minds. Happily 
this is the kind of information easily 
handled by a database. 

Many databases are simply elec- 
tronic equivalents of the ubiquitous 
Filofax or card index. If you use both 
and are getting fed up with your 
Monitor being covered in sticky bits 
of yellow paper, it’s time to check out 
the electronic route! 

It’s important to consider what 
you want to do with a database 
before diving in and getting one. It is 
all too easy to spend ages configur- 
ing a database to a particular task 
only to find that a specialist product 
is already available! 


If you're looking for an electronic 
card index-style database, all the 
example programs, except STDCAT, 
can be used successfully for this task 
By using search and filter tools, you 
can isolate records from the main 
database. The more useful applica- 
tions are capable of merging data 
with a form letter to generate a mail 
merge and a few will allow your data 
to be exported to another applica- 
tion. Many Atari enthusiasts find 
a use for a disk cataloguing pro- 
gram, such as STDCAT which is 
designed specifically to look after disk 
collections. 

Now it’s over to you. Decide 
which program will best suit your 
needs. The examples shown 
here illustrate different kinds 
of database and are certainly 
not the only shareware pro- 
grams available, Please remem- 
ber to register if you use shareware 
on a regular basis, as you often get a 
manual or enhanced version of the 
application. 

Once you've settled on a suitable 
program, create a small database file 
with your chosen layout and play 
around until you're happy with the 
format. After a marathon data enter- 
ing session you're not going to want 
to change the format 


NAMENET 


A powerful name and address manager with some extra- 
ordinary features. It can “network” or cross reference 
information using “links” and this has inspired its users to 
dream up unusual applications, including entering an 
entire book, one page per record, and using the link 
feature to network words and phrases together. Also, 
modem dialling via Mercury requires the normal number 
to be prefixed with a 10 digit PIN number and NameNet 
handles this option perfectly. 


corre ses iD 


System: IMb, medium or high resolution. 
Shareware version: FaST Club (disk AP140) on 
0602 455250. 

Registered version: £20 from Roger Derry, 

38 Leopold Road, Bristol, BS6 SBS. Includes manual. 
Professional version: £39.95 from System Solutions 
on 081-693 3355. 


DECISIONS, 
ECISIONS... 


Want to store information? Then you need a database. 
Joe Connor considers the budget options... 


EASYBASE 


A very flexible database particularly suited to work together with 
other applications. Its integrated text editor and ability to run as a 
desk accessory make EasyBase a good choice if you need to export 
data to your favourite word processor. 
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System: 1Mb, high resolution. 
Availability: Atari ST Review back issue 20 
(see page 98). 
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wiZARD GAMEs 


1 NORTH MARINE ROAD, SCARBOROUGH, NORTH YORKSHIRE YO19 7EY TEL: 0793 376586 


FROM WIZARD GAMES 


EDUCATION 


+Wwi 


WIZARD SPECIAL ANY 3 FOR £10.00 


ER 
THE MOON 


DOO NIGHT 


COMPILATIONS 


BOARD GENIUS SPORTS COLLECTION 
PR S, WORLD CUP SO 


THEGREATEST 


QUATRO ARCADE 


UATRO SPORTS 


FINAL ACCOUNTS. £16.99 


MAILSHOT PLUS. 


GAMES SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY, PLEASE NOTE - A PHONE CALL RESERVES YOUR 
ORDER. 
ORDERS UNDER £5.00 ADD 50p POSTAGE AND PACKING. 
CHEQUES AND POSTAL ORDERS MADE PAYABLE TO WIZARD GAMES. PLEASE ALLOW 7 
DAYS FOR DELIVERY. OVERSEAS ORDERS PLEASE ADD £2.00 PER ITEM, EEC OR WORLD. 


TECH TALK 


The age of 
the PC... 


y familiarity with the ST 
started long ago with 
Steinberg’s Pro 24. The 


program provided me with a 
superb 24-track MIDI sequencer 
whose only rival at the time was 
C-Lab’s Creator. The 1040ST was the standard then - no 
recording studio was without one, as there were simply no 
alternatives at that price range. Cubase and Nototor followed, 
pushing back the boundaries still further 

Life has certainly changed, with the current trend being to 
move over to the PC. | could understand if studios and 
musicians were changing over to the Mac; Apple have always 
been good at hyping their machines, giving the impression 
that they are of better quality. Strangely though, the PC is 
now finding its way into the recording studio. 

Cubase is now available for both the Mac and PC, and the 
Club Cubase UK statistics show that while Atari users are still 
in the majority, PC users now form 22% while Mac owners 
form 13% of membership. Being one of the club founders, | 
get many telephone calls, mainly from PC owners who have 
serious problems using Cubase. 

A 486 running at 33MHz is the minimum system if you 
want to run Cubase at a speed comparable with a standard 
ST. While the ST version can run in 1Mb of memory, the PC 
version requires 4Mb and a hard disk. Then there is the issue 
of MIDI interfaces; while some are compatible and others 
half-compatible, there are cards for which nobody seems to 
have the answer. In addition, there are Windows MIDI drivers 
and Cubase MIDI drivers, various graphics cards and an 
assortment of headache-promoting options. In the end many 
users have to settle for a system that only half works! 

In contrast, you can buy an ST or Falcon, insert the Cubase 
floppy, double-click on CUBASE.PRG and start making music. 
While it’s still unclear whether Atari will start producing STs 
again, you can easily get a second hand 1040ST for £200 
including a monochrome monitor and a copy of Cubase v3.10 
for just over £300. And that’s it - you're ready to go. 

What we have here is a vari n of the herd principle; if it 
doesn't run under Windows, it can't be that good. Music 
shops also contribute to this general perception of Atari 
computers for reasons only best known to them. 
Nevertheless, | am a regular visitor to recording studios and 
the only place you'll find a PC is at the secretary’s desk. 
When it comes to music sequencing and mixing, the ST still 


rules 


When not glued to his computer screen, Ofir Gal can be 
found frequenting various recording studios. His latest 


project is a new album with Kry who are signed to Sony 
Records. 
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COMMERCIAL PROGRAMS. 


: TARI ST 


| NEWSAGENTS ORDER! 


Please reserve a copy of Atari STReview magazine every month until 
further notice. 


| 
Lad 


| will collect 


{_] | would like it delivered to my home 


Name 
Address .. 


Postcode 


[| Note to Newsagent: Atari ST Review should be available from your 
I local wholesaler. If not contact the Circulation Department at 
Europress on 0625 878888 


rs | 


Quatity st REPAIRS BY THE EXPERTS | 


Over 20 
years 
experience, 
offering a 
quality, 
efficient 


service for 
all your ST 
needs 


C & P Rossiter 


Cornerways, 48 Park Drive, Hucknall, Nottingham, NG15 7LU Tel/Fax (0602) 681870 


Featured in ST User, ST Review, ST Format and ST Applications 


Repairs from 
with at 
least a 3 
month 
warranty, no 
‘diagnostic’ 
fees simply 
the best 
prices 


loppyshop 


Dept STR, PO Box 273, Aberdeen, AB9 8SJ 
Credit Card Orders Only Tel/Fax: 0224 312756 


Technical Helpline Tel/Fax: 0224 586208 


ER 2,800 DISKS OF QUALITY PUBLIC DOMAIN AND SHAREWARE for the ST, STE and FALCON 


Both our ST and Falcon catalogues are currently the most comprehensive available from any supplier. They are disk based and simple to use. They have 


a powerful 


arch facility and can output to printer if required. Floppyshop are also distributors of the Bud 


jgie UK Licenseware range. Fora free copy of 


either catalogue disk, send us a blank disk with a note of your name and address, stating whether you require the ST or Falcon catalogue. Alternatively 
you can send a Cheque or PO for 80p and we'll supply the disk. Please make Cheque or PO (UK currency only) payable to Floppystiop. Major Credit 


Cards welcome. UK Postage FREE, Overseas Postage to: Europe £1.00 per order, Rest of World 10% 


of order value (min charge £2.00). 


GEM - View 3 - The Ultimate Graphic Conversion Utility 


After lengthy correspondence with Dieter Fiebelkom, author of GEM-View, Floppyshop 
~w 3, It is the most comprehensive picture ci 
ed in IMG. 

gistered version of GEM-View (presently v3.02) will alw 
{-View 3 is on ART.3485 and is at a special price of £2.00 or £2.50 includin: 


of the new modular GEM-V 
ST, Amiga, Macintosh, PC, Sun and others. Pictures may be 
that GEM-View may now be registered in the UK. The latest uni 
Floppyshop 


Family Roots is an invaluable aid to both professional and amateur 
genealogists. It is designed around an integrated workbench which 
allows you to create your family tree graphically on the screen by 
linking directly between the individuals. What the Press have said 


about Family Roots: “Certainly more than you'll ever need, unless 
you manage to trace your relatives back to Fred and Wilma 
Flintstone” — Atari ST User. “All in all, the best genealogy 
program available for the ST and well worth the money if you are 
considering tra our family” ~ ST Format. Family Roots costs 
ONLY £24.95 (demo disk £1.00). UK postage free, please add 
£1,50 for Europe or £3.00 for rest of World. 


| UK distributor for the unregistered version 
around 40 different file formats from the 
*F formats. The good news for UK users is 
be available directly from 
a copy of our catalogue (please state ST or Falcon), 


Easy “Text Vector 


io is an easy to use fully featured Desktop Publishing for the Atari ST/E, 
TT& con. us sets you CICaNe your own Jit rochures, gM 


re now the offici 
vailable, readin 
BMP, TGA or T! 


sion utility 
M, GIP, IFF, 


printers and comes aca with a itustrated manta asy Text 
Pro Vector requires at least 2 meg of memory and a hard drive or 2.5 meg of 
memory if you don’t have a hard drive. SpeedoGDOS is also required but is NOT 
supplied. Easy Text Pro Vector costs ONLY £35.95. If you don’t have 
SpeedoGDOS, why not get Easy Text Pro instead for ONLY £29.95. It is almost 
identical 10 the Vector version, except that it runs on a 1 meg machine and uses 
standard GDOS fonts (a number of which are included) instead. Overseas customers. 
please add £2 Europe or £4 Rest of World, for either product 


The Beginners Guide To STOS Basi 


This complete programming course for the Atari ST/S 


ic 
E comprises of a 618 page manual and 2 DS/DD disks. It introduces the reader to STOS Basic 


and takes the newcomer from basic principles through to the development of complete programs. It includes 190 programming examples and guides you 


through the creation of games, a complete art packa; 


various education: 


kages and numerous business utilities, The Beginners Guide To STOS 


Basic costs £29.95 + P&P (UK £3, Europe & Eire £5, Rest Of World £10). COURSE DOES NOT INCLUDE STOS BASIC. 
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WE ARE NOT 


any of you will have used your 

produce a letter or two, keep 
your finances on a spreadsheet or the 
video collection on a database. Some 
probably do similar things during 
their day job - but have you ever 
realised that you can work on many 
of the documents and data files at 
home? 

There are many different public 
domain spreadsheet templates and 
database files for different machines 
that can still be used on the ST. And 
there is always the option of using 
your ST to earn a bit of extra 
cash creating CVs, writing 
manuals or whatever you 
want to try your hand at. 

One of the biggest stum- 
bling blocks to any of these ideas 
is system compatibility. This guide 
Presents various hints and tips to 
overcoming some of the obstacles... 


DIFFERENT DISKS 


Atari has rarely been praised for 
thinking ahead although it certainly 
made the right decision with the ST 
disk format which is very close to 
that of the PC. As a result, the ST can 
read and write to disks created on a 
PC, STs with TOS 1.04 or greater can 
also format disks that a PC can read 
although this is not always the case. 
To be safe, either format your disks 


in a document. 


and 2. 
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using a PC-compatible formatter 
such as DCFormat or do the 
formatting on a real PC. Most 
modern Apple Macs can also 
read PC disks, so again 
accessing files is rarely a problem. 
Lastly, many BBSs and public 
domain libraries have various useful 
files such as spreadsheet templates or 
database files. These can be imported 
into your favourite ST program in 
preparation... 


ALL THAT INFORMATION 


There are many different database file 
formats used in the commercial 
world. However, nearly all database 
programs can export their data as 
“delimited” ASCII files. The usual lay- 
out is commas in between fields 
and a carriage return/line feed after 


RTF: Rich Text Format. A file format that uses standard 
text to describe the words, layout and font information 


.WKS/.WK1: The file extensions for Lotus 123 versions 1 


.DBF: The file extension for Dbase-type database files. 


Dbase: A PC/Mac package that incorporates a relational data- 
base with a complete programming language. Using Dbase- 
type systems, you can build complete applications 

that perform complex tasks with huge amounts of data. 
Foxbase and FoxPro are clones of the original Dbase. 


Field: A single piece of information in a record such as name 


Record; A collection of related items of data. For instance, 
in a mailshot database a record could consist of the name, 


address and date last contacted. 


Template: The part of a spreadsheet that contains the calculations. 
An example would be a template to follow the performance of a 
share portfolio; the user would add their own data and the 
template would then produce statistics, graphs or whatever 


was required of it. 


VAX: A generic name for a family of mini computers made by 


Digital Equipment Corporation. 


A spreadsheet 


lucky that Excel can write files in 123 
format isn’t it! 

Currently available ST spreadsheets 
that can read 123 files are LOW Power 
and K-Spread 4, Some of the better 
PD spreadsheets can also read these 
files, although some won't write 
them. Additionally, older ST pro- 
grams such as VIP Professional can 
read files created by the original Lotus 
123, 

The Lotus 123 file format has 
changed over the years as new fea- 
tures have been added to the 
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each record. Once in this form, 
importing it into a program like 
Superbase is a straightforward task . 

Superbase can also import Dbase I! 
and Dbase iii files which can be a 
great help, although most Dbase 
databases have programs that 
process the data and in some cases, 
the raw data might not be all that 
meaningful. 

An older ST spreadsheet program, 
Logistix, was quite versatile and as 
well as several spreadsheet formats, it 
could also read Dbase files. Once 
read in, the records could be sorted 
and processed as required. 


123 ON YOUR ST 


The main industry standards for 
spreadsheet file formats are Lotus 123 
and Excel. The ST is well served with 
programs that can read Lotus 123 
files but not Excel ones. Then it's 


program. Both LDW Power and K- 
Spread 4 can read 123 version 2 files. 
This is actually a fairly old version but 
few spreadsheet templates make use 
of the newer functions, and spread- 
sheets created with the latest versions 
of 123 can often be saved as version 
2 files with no problem, 

What can you do with your ST and 
a spreadsheet? You can develop com- 
plete spreadsheet-based applications 
for work, This can be well worth the 
effort for when you're told “I didn’t 
know you had a PC at home”, you 
can reply “I don't, | did it on an Atari 
ST”. This is normally countered with 
“But isn’t that a games machine?” 
but that is another story. You can 
also take home files containing 
company accounts or client informa- 
tion to analyse the figures and 
pethaps produce graphs. This can be 
especially useful if you have a colour 
printer at home but not at the office, 
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This WordUp 
document 
ended up as 
an RTF file 
under Word 
for Windows. 
You can 

do all the 
creative work 
on your ST 
and export 


the raw text. 


a See 


The emerging standard in the PC 
world for documents, especially 
created by Windows applications, is 
RTF (see page 36). There are 
currently two ST programs that can 
use this format; Atari Works and 
Papyrus. With these, you have 
complete file compatibility with the 
PC heavyweights like Word for 
Windows. 

If you don’t have either of these 
programs, there are other options. | 
recently wrote the manual for a new 
PC product. The client wanted the 
final product in RTF format which | 
could not provide with my existing 
ST software. Instead, | wrote the 
manual and did the layout using 
WordUp, a rather elderly but very 
capable ST document processor. 

Having had the finished product 
accepted by the client, | exported the 
text as ASCII, read it into Word for 
Windows on a friend’s PC and in less 
than an hour had produced an 
identical layout. 

Another possibility is to use a DTP 
program like Timeworks, which is 
designed to have very flexible import 
of text, 

You can use this to import and edit 
a word processor file from another 
machine, Many different formats 
are usually supported, including 
Wordperfect and Wordstar. The 
only problem is that you won’t be 
able to save it again in the original 
format 


When all else fails, there is always the 
old saying, “If you can’t beat them, 
join them". The ST has always been 
well equipped when it comes emula- 
tion. From day one there was the 
CP/M emulator and now we have 
access to a mature range of hardware 
emulators for both PCs and Macs. 

For Mac emulation, there is only 
‘one choice: Spectre GCR. The range 
of PC emulators is much greater 
however. PC Speed is available for as 
little as £55 and more powerful ones 
that use a 386SX processor are also 
available. There is already a capable 
286 emulator for the Falcon that can 
run Windows applications with a rea- 
sonable turn of speed. 

With an emulator, it is possible to 
do almost anything you would on a 
real PC. Commercial quality Foxbase 


Many of you probably use a 
| different computer for business 
purposes, but does that rule the 
Ly) ST out of the picture completely? 


Tain Laskey thinks not... 


(a database programming language 
for the PC) applications have been 
developed using an AtOnce 286 
emulator inside a humble STM! 


For modem owners, there are even 
more options. Many people have 
started to work from home using 
their modems to call the office to 


read “email” ~ electronic mail. A 
Comms program like Uniterm with its 
various emulation modes can be used 
to access office systems like All-in- 
One, a VAX-based package used by 
some firms for electronic mail, word 
processing and time management. 
With Uniterm running, your ST 
behaves just like an office terminal. 

If you're a programmer, you can 
work on source code at home and 
then log onto the office system when 
you're ready to compile and test 
Alternatively, C compilers like Lattice 
Care quite able to compile code with 
certain Unix calls in it. You may well 
be able to write large chunks of a 
Unix program at home, compile and 
test it, all using your ST. 

Hopefully this has given you food 
for thought ~ the PC may be the 
business computer but that doesn’t 
mean it is the only machine capable 
of working in the PC environment. 
And you can always go back to 
playing Elite 1! when you fancy a 
change! 


Although Compo’s 
Falcon Speed is 
based on a 286 
processor, it is still 
capable of running 
Windows... 
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Name that tune... 


pages of the Atari press over 
the past few years and you 
could be forgiven for thinking 
that public domain libraries 


i ae 
operate on the very edge of the 
law. With “raids” and confisca 


tions becoming a regular occurrence, the poor old PD industry 
certainly seems to come in for more than its fair share of bad 
publicity. 

The main culprit is our old friend, the sampled sound demo. 
On the surface, I can imagine that these disks appear to be a 
serious infringement of copyright, but | wonder whether 
anyone at the Mechanical Copyright Protection Society, or 
MCPS for short, has actually heard one in action? 

As ST Review's head PD honcho I'm certainly subjected to 
more than my fair share of these audio “delights” (sic) and in 
all seriousness, | cannot imagine anything less likely to do 
damage to the music industry. Take an example; a rendition 
of Queen’s Innuendo spread over three floppies and costing 
somewhere between £5 and £8. The quality can only be 
described as diabolical — barely listenable in fact - plus you've 
got the added hassle of two disk swaps just to get through 
one song. Acquire a couple of tracks in this format and you've 
parted with enough cash to have bought a whole CD full of 
top-quality music! Even the Falcon with its staggering audio 
abilities isn’t about to eat into the record companies’ profits 
in a major way. Sampled sound gobbles up frightening 
amounts of disk space and a single track at CD quality would 
cost many, many times more than an album. 

Even if you do accept that poor-quality sound demos are 
hugely damaging to the multi-billion pound music industry, 
surely the problem is being magnified out of all proportion 
Forgive me if I'm wrong, but doesn’t the term “raid” sound 
just a little bit severe? After all, we're dealing with small 
businessmen here, not drug barons! If the MCPS really wanted 
to clean up public domain libraries’ act, I'm confident that an 
afternoon on the phone explaining what is and isn’t allowed 
would probably do as much good as anything else. | mean, it’s 
not as if the libraries are hiding this stuff under the counter 
- most advertise freely in all three national ST magazines! 

Maybe computer porn does require dawn raids, SAS style 
tactics and council cleaners in bullet-proof vests, but surely a 
few bad quality sound demos could be left to die in peace? 
The current climate is certainly not doing the image of public 
domain libraries much good and it’s probably costing the 
MCPS a considerabie amount of time too. With a little 
cooperation on both parts, the problem of sampled sound 
demos (if indeed there is one) could be cleared up within a 
matter of weeks. 


through the news 


Nial Grimes is a freelance journalist, loyal ST supporter and 
biking fanatic. He has recently sold his entire CD library to 


fund the purchase of the world’s largest collection of sampled 
sound demos - not! 
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Show time! 

At the show, which supports all computer formats, you'll find al 

sorts of hardware, software and accessory bargains. Your 

favourite magazine will be there, with various back issues fi 

and @ special subscription offer as well. 
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Entrance on the day costs just £2, with children 

14 admitted free. Atari ST Review readers get 


entrence price, plus a free show guide worth 
voucher below and hand it in at the door. 


id Atari ST Review 
at the 


Spring All 
Micro Show. 
in Stafford on Saturday April 16 
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Showground, Weston Rod, 
Stafford. You'll 

find it off the A518 Stafford: 
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The telephone 
answering 
machine is a very 
popular home 
addition. Ofir Gal 
looks at whether 
the Falcon can 
take its place. 


hile an answering machine 
can handle all incoming calls 
unattended, it does have 


shortcomings: all callers hear the 
same outgoing message when they 
call in and cannot leave a private 
message as anyone with access to 
your answerphone can hit the play 
button. 

In most homes, messages are left 
for more than one person. The first to 
play back usually needs to make a 
note of all messages addressed to 
other people, Once the tape rewinds, 
all messages can be recorded over. If 
you are running a small business, life 
can easily get out of control... 
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Recording at a high sampling 
rate is unnecessary; a telephone 
line is incapable of transmitting 
high quality audio. This saves 
on hard disk space. 


Computer technology is about to 
take over with the advent of voice 
mail. While the actual know-how has 
been available for a long time, the 
hardware requirement has been 
the main reason for the lack of a 
computer-based system. 


WHAT IS VOICE MAIL? 


In its simplest form, voice mail is a 
computer-based answerphone. Using 
some simple hardware, the computer 
is connected to the telephone line. 
Whenever an incoming call is 
detected, the system picks up the 
line, plays a greeting message and 
then records the call to a hard disk. 
This process requires a computer 
with digital audio capability, 
so making the Falcon a prime 
candidate. 

Voice Mail systems have much 
more to offer. Once in place, each 
user can have remote access to the 
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HiSoft’s Voice Mail system lists all incoming calls and can play 
back by a simple double-click. Messages can be listed by name, 
date or mailbox, provided the password is entered. 


T'Phone! 


With the T’Phone hardware, 
you can plug in a telephone 
and call someone via this 
dialogue box - or should 
that be a “dial out” box! 
(moan... Ed) 


GHOST IN 


THE MAC 


system. By using a touch-tone 
telephone, you can phone the 
system, listen back to messages and 
leave new ones. In principal, every 
menu item in the program could 
have a tone equivalent, a similar idea 
toa keyboard short cut 


MAILBOXES 


Every user is given a “mailbox” with 
a private code, Callers can then leave 
messages addressed to that person 
by pressing his code on their 
telephone keypad. Typically, the 
greeting message would go some- 
thing like: “Hello. You have reached 
012-345 6789. Press 1 if you want to 
leave a message for John, 2 for Sarah, 
3 for Mark and 4 if the message is for 
everyone.” 

Each mailbox owner can then 
listen to their own messages without 
having to wade through those for 
other people; a password system can 
be used to provide privacy. 

Through the use of dialogue boxes 
and menus, text comments can be 
added to messages which can be 
listed in an easy-to-access menu. The 
program could also identify callers 
using a caller ID, As you can gather 
from this, the possibilities are 
somewhat endless... 


HARDWARE 


Big businesses, such as banks, already 
use voice mail systems, running on 
powerful and expensive computers. 
There are also systems designed for 
the PC and the Apple Mac, but since 
neither have audio features built-in, 
these computers require additional 
audio cards, Thanks to the input and 
output converters on the rear,of the 
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The main selection screen 
for Compo’s T’Phone. The 


configuration menu even 
includes sampled “rings”. 


Falcon recording and playing back 
audio is a simple affair and requires 
no additional hardware. Decoding 
touch-tone codes is also possible 
using the digital signal processor for 
such a processor-intensive task, 

Connection to the telephone line 
requires some hardware, but this is 
relatively cheap. The main require- 
ment is a hard disk to store the 
incoming messages — and, of course, 
the standard Falcon also has one of 
these! 


SOFTWARE 


While no software is yet available to 
make use of the Falcon’s communi- 
cation capabilities, two separate 
systems are currently under 
development from HiSoft and 
Compo. Prices have not been 
announced yet, but you can expect a 
full-blown package to cost well 
under £100 - about the same price 
as a simple answering machine... 


Ofir Gal, co-author of the 
HiSoft BASIC GEM Toolbox, 
is currently writing the 


HiSoft VoiceMail system 
in collaboration with 
HiSoft/AVR. 
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ROM AI THE 


John James of 
Warpzone PDL 
offers advice on 
working with a 
CD-ROM drive 
and an ST... 


ust imagine that you are using 

your favourite DTP package and 

need to find one of those special 
images to enhance your latest 
project. You push that shiny, metal- 
lic-looking disc into a small box 
and, hey presto - you have a 600 
megabyte disc with thousands of 
images to hand! Such a magic disc 
could hold thousands of MIDI files for 
the ardent musician, perhaps even 
hundreds of games for the fevered 
game addict. Ah, but this marvellous 
CD technology is only available 
to those people who own 
computers other than our 
cherished Atari, right? 
Wrong! No more sifting 
through all those floppies - the 
CD revolution is here, now... 


Big money - the Toshiba CD3401 will set you back over £500, but 
there are cheaper options... 


(Ch (a) 


te ttt: 


\AUTO\CONF IG. S¥5) SN C= 


} Config. sys 


} und das auf SCSI 4 als Laufwerk S: 


j dabei ist die Geraetenunner 6., 
‘¥B0S, C:\AUTO\CD\COROM.BOS, A:9 


} Logical DOS format, 
} Format: <GEMD! 
‘00S, C;\AUTO\CD\ISOS660F DOS, P:A 


fin ascii file that describes the systen configuration. 
} Dieses Beispiel installiert das CD-ROM auf ACSI 4 als Laufwerk Ri 


} Physical BOS operating systen format 
} Fornat: <MetaD0S-Geraetebuchstabe> :<Geraetenunner> 
H 7 (ACSI) oder 8,.15 (SCSI) 


0S~Laufwerksbuchstabe> :<MetaD0S-Geraetebuchstabe> 
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Easy set-up — only the two lines commencing with an asterisk 
need to be altered in the CONFIG.SYS for MetaDOS. 


Yes, you can go to the ball Cinders 
which roughly translated means that 
it is really easy to hook up a standard 
CD-ROM drive to your Atari com- 
puter. “Easy” comes in two flavours, 
depending on your current set-up: 


* Quite easy — if you are not running 
a hard drive already then in addition 
to a CD-ROM drive, you will need a 
SCSI interface, such as ICD’s The Link 
which includes a 50-way DMA to 
SCSI cable. Plug The Link into the 
DMA port on the rear of your Atari, 
one end of the DMA to SCSI cable 
into the Link and the other into the 
CD-ROM drive. 

* Very easy ~ if you already have a 
hard drive then all you need to do 
is connect the CD-ROM drive “daisy- 
chain” fashion, just as if you were 
adding another hard disk unit, usu- 
ally from the SCSI Thru port on the 


Desk File Wien Options 


rear of your drive. With the Falcon, all 
you need is the special SCSI cable. 

The final items you require are a 
program to set up and control the 
SCSI interface, such as ICD Pro 
Utilities, and an .XFS driver program. 
Older versions of ICD Pro Utilities 
included MetaDOS; the latest version 
(6.4.2) provides you with the relevant 
MiNT module. Both MetaDOS and 
MINT are installed through an 
Auto folder file along with root 
directory configuration files. 
Unfortunately, there are a whole host 
of different .XFS drivers and nobody 
within the Atari market has yet been 
able to find a formula that can be 
guaranteed to work with every 
CD-ROM drive. 

With the facility to run up to eight 
SCSI units from a single interface, 
each unit requires an ID number 
between 0 and 7. This can be set on 
the CD-ROM drive and the configura- 
tion file adjusted accordingly 
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Up and running - TOS 2.06 desktop showing partitions O and P for 
MetaDOS and Z for MiNT. The information shown is for the MIDI 


folder of the Gemini CD-ROM disc. 


SETTING UP 


With MetaDOS, you get METADOS.PRG, CONFIG.SYS, ICDCDZn.XFS plus 
a METADOS folder with four files inside - CDARDEN.BOS, HSMAY.DOS, 
ICDCDROM.BOS and ISO966F.DOS. Place METADOS.PRG and CONFIG.SYS 
into an Auto folder and the METADOS folder into the root directory. 


Rename /CDCDZn.XFS, so that “n” represents the ID number of the CD- 
ROM drive. Initially, MetaDOS will set up two partitions labelled “Y" and 
“2” but these can only be opened from the desktop and not read from 
within a program as the normal ST partition limit is “P”. If you edit 
“CONFIG.SYS” with any word processor, you can set these to something 
more sensible. Partition “Y" handles ISO format CDs (pretty standard) while 
“Z" copes with High Sierra format CDs (not so standard). 

If you're using the MINT module, MINT.PRG goes into the Auto folder 
and MINT.CFG into the root directory, This automatically sets up partition 
"2", but if you also use the ICDCDZn.XFS driver, you can change the letter 
Z to any between C and P for a legal partition. The MINT module and ICD 
driver both come with ICD’s The Link, although the supplied version 
requires The Link hardware to be present. 

With MultiTOS, use ICDCDZn.XFS and change the letter Z to any 
between C and P for a legal partition. 

Other drivers also exist, including the ones that come with Studio Photo 
and Photo Show along with CDROM.XFS from Atari which is, as yet, 


Working With CD-ROM 


HINTS ‘N’ TIPS 


© If your CD-ROM drive uses the caddy holder system, buy a few 
extra caddies and keep your most-used CDs in them permanently. 
This prevents damage to both CD-ROMs and caddies. 


© Steer clear of CD-ROMs that mainly consist of PC archived files. 
The chances are that you will not be able to read these on your 


unavailable. 


MultiTOS has a MiNT shell which, 
when activated, automatically installs 
the CD-ROM driver. 


WHAT'S THE POINT? 


Having spent time and money get- 
ting a CD-ROM drive hooked up and 
running, how much use is it? With 
only one dedicated CD-ROM for the 
Atari (as reviewed overleaf), where 
does that leave you? With a wealth of 
general files that can be used. For 
instance, Minerva BBS, a PC-based 
bulletin board, regularly releases CD- 
ROMs with thousands of Noisetracker 
modules (.MOD), MIDI song files 
(MID) and TIFF format picture files — 
all for around £10, 

For those of you interested in 
images, £15 will buy you The Mother 
of all Clip-Art with over 11,000 
images in PC Paintbrush (.PCX) for- 
mat, Then there's Clip Master Pro, for 
£35, but yielding over 5,000 pieces 
of professional clip-art in TIFF format. 
Others such as G/Fs Galore are also 
excellent, but be careful — there is 
plenty of dross as well, Clipart Goliath 
being a good example. Most of these 
are available from any PC software 
retailer. 

Whether the files are in TIFF, GIF, 
PCX, MOD or MID format, the hum- 
ble Atari can handle them all without 
even breaking into a sweat! And if 
you simply want utilities, games and 
the like, then the Atari-specific 
Gemini CD-ROM is a must, especially 
as various Atari retailers are likely to 
stock it. 


Double trouble - GIFs Galore 


(above) is a good example of a 
CD-ROM jam-packed with 256- 
colour pictures; on the other 
hand, Clipart Goliath contains 
numerous poor quality scans. 


BAD EXPERIENCES 


While the older MetaDOS driver is far 
more stable than the MiNT module, 
which has a habit of crashing, many 
users have found that MetaDOs 
appears to work perfectly but leaves 
you with the impression that a large 
number of files transferred from a 
CD-ROM are corrupt. However, 
transfer the same files with MINT and 
99% of them work perfectly. Early 
tests on version 3 of MetaDOS on a 
Falcon lead to a degree of optimism, 
but the situation regarding CD-ROM 
drivers needs to be addressed — and 
quickly. Currently, if you have 2Mb 
of RAM or more the best bet is to use 
MultiTOS; otherwise, use the MINT 
module. Sometimes when using GIF, 


ST. 


@ Take time and care when first installing the relevant driver 


software to save problems later. 


© Accept that all CD-ROMs have a small percentage 
of files that are either corrupt or will not work 


with your particular set-up. 


@ If your CD-ROM drive will not boot, check that 
the drive ID and configuration file information 


matches. 


MOD or MID files, you can end up 
with a loaded screen of which part is 
corrupted. This is probably down to 
memory requirement; a few files 
require so much RAM that they can- 
not fully load, even on a 4Mb ST. 


WORTH THE BOTHER? 


CD-ROM technology on the Atari is 
very easy to set-up and install, and 
though there are some drawbacks, 
these are minor when compared with 
the wealth of current titles that give 
you access to many general files, 
despite being manufactured for di 
ferent computers. CD-ROM certainly 
appears to be the way forward, and if 
more Atari owners invest in the tech- 
nology we are likely to see more 
Atari-specific CD-ROMs. Then per- 
haps the “Power without the Price” 
adage will ring true again. 


PRODUCTS 


System Solutions (081-693 
3355) can supply a Toshiba 
€D3301, single-speed, multi- 
session drive for £249, In 
stock soon will be the 
Toshiba CD4401 (£329), a 
double-speed, multi-session 
unit that doesn’t use a 
caddy. Both of these require 
a SCSI to DMA interface 
ICD‘s The Link costs £89.95, 

cluding the relevant 
software and cable, and 
the Translator, for which 
CD-ROM software is immi- 
nent, retails at £69.95. 

Also available from them is 
the Apple CD300, also dou- 
ble-speed, multi-session, that 
uses a Sony mechanism. 
Complete with either The 
Link or Translator as a ready- 
to-go pack, this is currently 
being retailed at £299.95 
while stocks last. 

If you only require the 
software, then ICD Pro Utilities 
6.4.2 retails for £39.95 and 
includes the MINT module 
and ICD CD-ROM driver. 
MultiTOS is available from 
HiSoft (0525 718181) for 
£49.95, 


Ever ready 
= most CD- 
ROM drives 
use a caddy 
for loading 
discs. 
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Maurice Collins 
looks at the first 
Atari specific 
CD-ROM title 

— all 600 
megabytes of it! 


tone stage it looked as if the 
CD revolution was going to 
Pass the Atari by, but an enter- 
prising outfit in the States has just 
launched the first Atari-specific CD. 
ROM title — the GEMini CD-ROM. It 
contains some 616 megabytes of 
programs, images, fonts and text files 
relating to Atari computers — in other 
words, a complete PD library equiva- 
lent to some 850 floppy disks stored 
‘ona single sliver of plastic! 
To get at the goodies you'll need a 
SCSI-compatible CD-ROM drive 
ich will plug straight into the TT 


and Falcon, although ST owners will 
need additional hardware in the form 
of a host adaptor like The Link. Tw 


types of are available: the old 
MetaDOS driver for STs only and the 
new, recommended MiNT/MultiTOS 
compatible ones provided with the 
ICD Pro Utilities and programs like 
Studio Photo. Naturally, for the latter 
you'll have to have MultiTOS and at 
least 2Mb of RAM, although a 
Falcon version of MetaDOS is 
imminent 

The disc is formatted to 1SO9660 
standard so it could just as easily be 
read using a PC or Mac, though 


you’d then be faced with transferring 


software via floppy disk from one 


machine to another. 


Having sorted out the hardware 


there’s enough software to keep yot 
occupied for months, Of the 616 
megabytes, 431 megabytes can 

run directly from the drive while the 
remaining 185 megabytes is the 
same stuff in compressed form so 
that BBS owners can make the soft 
ware available to users. To make it 
even easier, there are index files for 
ous BBS systems includi 


vari 


The GEMini 
CD-ROM 
comes in a 
rather natty 
case -and 
the colour 
scheme of the 
disc is also 
rather 
interesting! 


Photo Show ~ 


Camera to Computer 


with Kodak Phata CD. 


Technology. 
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‘CBoard, Opus, Wildcat, Spitfire 
and 

In all, there are claimed to 
be 33,039 files on the CD- 
ROM of which around 3,000 
are programs; the rest are either 
resource or data files. You would 
have to be an extraordinarily keen 
Atari user to want to look at all the 
software. Personally I’ve got about as 
much interest in the 75 megabytes of 
programming and GNU source code 
as | have 


loximus. 


in the dark side of the moon 


the 67 megabytes of graphics is 
something else! There are dozens of 
excellent Spectrum format images 
that can be viewed on an ST and 
plenty of viewers and conversion util: 


ities too. There's also a vast library of 


clip art, and while some of it has 
been rather hastily scanned, leaving 
open some questions as te copyright, 
the overall quality is good and the 
subjects very useful 

The third biggest category is 
games, of which there are 50 
megabytes of one sort or another 
These are sensibly divided into colour 
and monochrome-only categories 


BSTC 


There's even a PhotoCD 
viewing utility supplied 
t with the CD... 


and the list includes most of the 
popular PD and shareware 
titles of recent years includ- 
ing an excellent, under-rated 
one called Blaster as well as 
more famous ones like Revenge 
of the Mutant Camels. There are 
also plenty of hints and tips, solutions 
for several adventures and the 
biggest collection of Dungeon 
Master/Chaos Strikes Back stuff I've 
ever seen. 

Next come more than 20 
megabytes of music and MiDI-related 
files, including various songs and 
tracks. For desktop publishers there 
are over 15 megabytes of fonts for all 
the popular DTP programs, including 
cover 200 Calamus fonts and a couple 
of dozen bitmapped GDOS fonts. 

There are other categories too 
including accessories, emulators, 
anti-virus utilities, demos, screen: 
savers, text editors, MiNT-related 
files, BBS and comms programs, 
archivers and all sorts of utility and 
application programs from spread- 
sheets and databases to Japanese 
word processors! Separate smaller 
sections are devoted to the TT, 
Falcon and Portfolio (for which there 
is a good collection of utilities). If it's 
information you want, there are 
several on-line magazines to browse 
through and scores of useful text files 
including good support for GDOS 


The GEMini CD-ROM leans heavily 
toward ST owners rather than being 
biased towards the Falcon. The index 
takes up 55 pages when printed out 
so it’s hard to find what you want in 
a hurry and some of the software was 
actually out of date at the time the 
CD-ROM was written, for which 


there’s no excuse. On the whole 
though, it is a worthwhile collection 
for any Atari owner despite the lack 
of a UK distributor at present. | can’t 
think of a better reason for buying a 
CD-ROM drive. 9 
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PROS AND CONS 


X Some software dated 


> ae 


Great value — one 

excellent reason 
for buying a 

CD-ROM drive." 


NAME: GEMINI CD-ROM 
COMPANY: IT’S ALL 
RELATIVE 

CONTACT: 0101 314 831 
9482 

PRICE: $39.95 

MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB with 
METADOS, 2MB with 
MINT/MULTITOS 


EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


“90° 


MeErRuLN 


TEL/FAX: 
0453 882793 


IFYOU WANT PERSONAL SERVICE AND DISKS FILLED 10 YOUR 
ORDER THEN LOOK NO FURTHER THAN MERLIN AS WE OFFER 
YOU ALL THIS FOR £ 1.29 PER DISK INC. P&P 


We stock a wide range of PD Shareware and Licenceware all 
of which is described program by program on our updated 
catalogue which is now available. 


We aim to offer you a service second to none and our 
customers comments tell us that we are succeeding. 


LICENCEWARE — PRICES VARY 
ARTHUR OF THE BRITONS ~a strategy game with goo araptics 
& gameplay . 3.00 
CONQUEST — A variation of Populous., 
DEAD OR ALIVE -A very amusing adventure game . a 
MURDER ON THE ORION EXPRESS - Solve this murder 


REO1 


REO2 
cL 
OcL2 


BU108 SQUARE OFF - A puzzle game with synthesised voice hints 
and great music. d 

POW16 FREAKED OUT 2— Find your way through the maz 

POWO7 ARMOURED OPERATION Use your tanks to rege the iland oi 
Poweriis £3.00 

SES002 MOON LI 
learning to spell... oH 

TrOO1 THE ZUFFERS — 1 meg STE only puzzle game, get the Zatlers to 
their homes.... £3.00 
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FLEXIDUMP PLUS 2 


If THE COLOUR SOFTWARE FOR YOUR COLOUR PRINTER 


vode for 
ee copecion (ll pantie and tile 


sy 


“aan 


Sapa slagera including 
= Sy Secon Rerum IF De pees 
(Amiga), HAM (A\ Drs ralericiei aif 

+ Colourseparation (Print colour on your Bubble Jt) 

_* Dot pattem control 

2 Males 

ave 

Lag ‘of dithering (dot pattern) modes, 

Free CeC Mee tere ah om ant Os 


Pinon apron tn ox Tit 
per 5 pack. 
Not suitable for use wi 


PD/SHAREWARE/FREEWARE -— £1.25 PER DISK 

ECD The highly rated compilation disk with Smash Hit+, Laser Chase 
and others. STE 

MPD1063 JIGSAW - Solve a jigsaw on screen. Several TNY pictures 

supplied. 

COARSE ANGLER - STE only — Go fishing from the comfort of 

your armchair. 

MPD0988 STARTREK — A disk magazine for all you Trekkies’. 25th 
Anniversary edition. 

MPD1738 H-MEC 2— STE only — An excellent Pacman type game, 

MPD1896 QUEST FOR KNOWLEDGE — New from Dunce's Cap. Another 
trivia brain teaser, 


MPD1530 


We also stock the popular STOSSER disk magazines as well as all the 
P.0.V. demos. 
As well as offering a wide range of programs from which to select we are also 
‘stockists of the ST Handbook a new PD printed magazine. £2.50 inc. p&p. 
Where else will you find the service and value that we offer? We don’t 
think that you can! 
Authors! Please include us on your list when sending programs to 
PDLs. We're always looking for new programs to include in our 
catalogue. 
Our disk catalogue is available if you send three 1st Class stamps (tree if you 
order disks from this advert), 
‘So, whether you want to order any of the above, or request our catalogue 
please complete the coupon below and send it with the appropriate payment 
to Merlin PD and you'll receive your order by return of post. 
Please send me the following disks: q 
1% Name........se 
No Bhs Address 
I no... ; 
I No. 
[ Disk Catalogue Yes/No 
| (lease send 3 x 25p stamps) 
| enclose cheque/P.O. for £.. 


WMertin F PD, ali Grange C Close, Minchinhampton, ‘Stroud, Glos. +. GLE L6 9DE 


Postcode 
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0 Mess INK REFILLS FOR HP Peel 
PAINTJET AND CANON BUBBLEJETS 


How to 


Enelose cheques/PO made payable t 


CARE ELECTRONICS or use Access/ Visa 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND CARRIAGE 


STILL ONLY £39.95 inc _ 
UPGRADE FLEXIDUMP PLUS TO FLEXIDUMP 


PLUS 2, 
ONLY £11.95 inc. RETURN MASTER DISKS, 


Dept STR, 15 Holland Gardens, Garston, 
| Watford, Herts, WD2 6JN. 
Tel: 0923 894064 Fax: 0923 672102 


The Canon BC/0} 
aii neh REFILLS ON B05 
Please statetype when order 


Using a computer 
for business 
probably means 
transferring text 
and graphics files 
to and from other 
systems. Ofir Gal 
gives an insight... 


A disk monitor 


may need to provide a text file 
generated on your ST for inclusion 
into a business document on a Mac 
Or perhaps a screenshot from a PC 
product for reproduction in a 
brochure being created within 
Calamus, The big question is; how 
portable are text and graphics files? 


DIFFERENT STROKES 


Most programs handle text which is 
usually stored in a file on disk. The 
file contains the text alongside addi- 
tional, program-specific information. 
If you double-click on the file from 
the desktop, you should be able to 
recognise the original text among 
the numerous strange characters. 
These characters are codes that your 
word processor uses to indicate 
fonts, text styles, paragraph ends 
and other attributes and are specific 
to your particular word processor 
— no other program can understand 
them unless it was specifically 
designed to. Calligrapher, for 


[: the course of your work, you 


displaying part 
of a Calligrapher 
document. 

The non-text 
characters seen 
between words 
are specific to 
Calligrapher and 
will not be read 
correctly by other 
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programs. 


programs. 


equivalent of TOS. 


the like) in a text file. 


JARGON JOGGER 


PCX: A PC Paintbrush picture fi 
packages including Migraph’s Touch-Up. 


ASCII: American Standard Code for Information 
Interchange - in other words, pure text! 


GIF: The Graphics Interchange Format stores pictures with 


up to 256 colours and uses a very efficient compression 
technique. Supported by most PC and Mac graphics 


MS-DOS: MicroSoft Disk Operating System, the PC's 


Supported by various ST 


RTF: Rich Text Format, a method of saving page layout 
information such as fonts and attributes (bold, it 


ics and 


SCSI: Small Computer System Interface, pronounced 


“scuzzy"’. Most modern computers, including the Falcon, have such 
an interface for ease of hard-drive connection. 


TIFF: Tagged Image File Format, rapidly becoming the standard 
graphics format for movement between different computers. 


Import 


Ascii 
Ascii 


RTF document 


Document as Ascii 
Document as RIF 


(line-based) 
(para-based) 
-DIF (from Spreadsheets) 
Ist Word Plus documents 
Rédacteur documents 


FLYING FILES 


Calligrapher 
has the 
ability to 
import and 
export ina 
variety of file 
formats. The 
RTF format is 
the best for 
file transfer 
to another 
computer. 


y | 
Sides 
Tracks 
Sectors: 
Fornat type: 
Diamond 
Format is a ean 
clever little Floppy 8: 
utility that can 
format PC and Fornat Drive: 
Mac-compatible 


floppies. 


Dianond Fornat 2.2 
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Dianond Super fast 


Twisted Normal 
Nat vai table 
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example, is capable of reading Ist 
Word Plus and Rédacteur documents, 
but most programs just stick to their 
‘own file formats. 

It’s important to understand that 
all files basically contain values 
readable by all computers. File 
compatibility is a software issue and 
in most cases has nothing to do with 
the hardware. 


WANDERING WORDS 


There are three text file formats that 
are generally used to transfer files 
across programs and computers, The 
simplest format is pure ASCII text 


Most ST word processors support this 
format, which should simply consist 
of the text with a carriage return at 
the end of each paragraph. This 
means that when loaded into a word 
processor, paragraphs and lines can 
be easily reformatted according to 
the font and point size used. Pure 
ASCII files normally have the 
extension .ASC, but sometimes .TXT 
is used. Virtually all up-to-date word 
processors on all systems support this 
format for both importing and 
exporting documents. 

The second file type is a formatted 
text file where each line is terminated 
with a line feed and a carriage return 


Atari Works also 
supports the RTF 
format. Flexible 
export and 
import facilities 
are becoming a 
standard feature 
of ST word 
processors. 


Simple ASCII Text 
Rich-Text Format (ATF) 
Tab-delimited ASCH} Tent 
Comma-detiaited ASCH! Tert 
fatehase 1. BHF) Format 
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of an ST floppy 
disk formatted 
with FastCopy 
Pro is completely 
PC MS-DOS 
compatible. 

The letters “IBM” 
can be seen at 
the start of the 
sector. 
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This means that each line is hard 
coded into the file, making it virtually 
impossible to reformat. 1st Word Plus 
is notorious for producing such files 
However, a utility called ASCI/fy 
is available from most PD libraries 
which can take a Ist Word document 
and “de-format” it into pure ASCII 
Most “readme” files, intended 
for reading on the desktop, are 
formatted text to ensure that they 
can be read within the usual 
640-pixel-wide ST screen (high 
and medium resolution). The 
conventional file extension is .DOC, 
but . TXT is also used. 


THAT'S RICH! 


Rich Text Format (RTF) has recently 
become very popular. Defined by 
MicroSoft, the format is designed 
to maintain text attributes such as 
bold, underlined and italic text and 
justification. The format even allows 
for fonts, so it’s entirely possible to 
design the layout of a document 
before transferring it to another 
computer. The most likely problem is 
that the font used on the ST program 
is not available on the PC and vice 
versa. 

The format is rather open and so 
each application may only support 
some of its features while ignoring 
others. 

It is best to experiment with the 
programs you intend to use to see 
how well the conversion works. The 
ST scene has only caught on of late 
but Calligropher, Atari Works, Papyrus 
and even the shareware Marcel all 
support RTF. It is certainly the format 
to look out for. 


STROLLING SCREENS 


Transferring graphics files from one 
computer to another is made easy 
through the use of utilities like 
GEMView and Image Copy although 
there are an overwhelming number 
of formats and sub-formats. The IMG 
and Degas file formats have been 
very popular among ST owners, but 
the latter is Atari-specific while the 
former is only used in some old PC 
programs. While TIFF is emerging as 
a universal standard, now supported 
across the board, other file formats 
are widely used including GIF, mainly 
for compressed colour images, and 
PCX, which is popular on the PC. 
TIFF supports any number of 
colours ranging from monochrome 


Transferring Files 


DISK FORMATS 


Hf you need to transfer a file from one computer system to another 
there Is also the disk format to be considered. Since the ST’s 
operating system is similar to DOS where disk access is concerned, 
transfer to a PC is relatively simple. As of TOS 1.04, the Atari 
desktop formatting routine produces an MS-DOS-compatible disk; 
older TOS versions are only partially compatible. In addition, 
some PCs are fussler than others and may refuse to read an ST. 
formatted disk. 

The simplest solution is to use a program like Diamond Format or 
Fast Copy 3 to format the disk. Don’t use special extended formats, 
just stick to the standard 80 tracks, 9 sectors-per-track format 
and all should be well. In fact it’s best to also avoid any fancy 
formatting options such.as Twister. Diamond Format also has a 
useful feature that makes any ST disk PC-compatible without 
reformatting it, so that the files remain intact. As for the ST, it 
can read any double-sided PC-formatted floppy without any 
difficulties. 

Modern Apple computers use a completely different disk format 
but can read an MS-DOS disk via the Apple File Exchange (AFE) utility 
supplied with all Macs. To smooth things along, Diomond Format 
lets you format a disk so that it is easier to read on the Mac - a 
simple click of the AFE button does the trick. When transferring 
files back from the Mac to the ST, make sure that the floppy was 
formatted with Apple File Exchange on the Mac or via other utilities 
such as AccessPC or DOS Mounter 

Although not very likely, you may occasionally need to transfer 
files to a Commodore Amiga. The file system on the Amiga is not 
based on MS-DOS but Is still capable of reading MS-DOS formatted 
disks with the relevant utility. 

An ST can also read a PC SCSI hard disk by using an Atari SCSt 
host adaptor. Unfortunately, it can only access partitions smaller 
than 32Mb. 


a] 


GEMView can convert 


| 


to 24-bit true colour - that’s more 
than 16 million colours! Two differ- 
ent compression methods are avail- 
able, namely RLE which is faster and 
more popular, and LZW, which pro- 
duces very small files but is slower to 
load. Unfortunately, TIFF files all have 
the same file extension — .TIF - 
irrespective of the type. 

For maximum compatibility it’s 


Convert 


due to be 
Image 


Format 


menu... 
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between a large number 
of image file formats. 
Most importantly, it is 
able to transform IMG 
and Degas files into PC 
and Mac-compatible 
TIFFs. 


Image Copy 3, 


released shortly, 
has added even 
more formats to 
its conversion 


a and can also 
write TIFF files of 
all colour depths. 

Most PC and 
Mac applications 
cannot cope with 

every variety. 


best to use non-compressed TIFFs 
The only program that lets you 
convert almost any file to a TIFF of 
your choice is Image Copy 3, due for 
release any day. While the program 
supports TIFFs of almost any type, 
most other programs are rather fussy 
— the best bet is to use 1-bit TIFFs for 
monochrome images, 8-bit for all 
colour palette images and 24-bit for 


Format 


Compression 


Colour depth 


Match palet 


true colour, Another file format that 
is popular among Mac users is the 
Encapsulated PostScript format (EPS), 
essentially a programming language 
with built-in support for vector-based 
graphics. 

Support on the ST is limited to a 
handful of programs at the moment, 
including PageStream, DA's Vector 
and Outline Art 3. 
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Fax-modems are 
now very cheap, 
but are they easy 
to work with? 
Mark Baines 
investigates... 


he 1988 postal strike made the 
advantages of fax machines very 
apparent, with prices falling and 
sales rising ever since, Copies of 
documents, even hand-written notes, 
are sent faster than mail and at about 
the same cost. The effect is often 
immediate, sometimes more so than 
telephone calls. Faxes bring results. 
However, the make-up of a fax 
often involves some typing, sticking 
photocopied pieces on, hand-writing 
notes and so on - not very consistent 
or impressive. The text is probably 
word processed anyway, so why not 
cut out the middle men — print- 
ers, photocopiers, scissors and 
glue - and send the text 
straight from the computer to 
the receiver's fax machine? 
More and more businesses are 
using modems for fast data transmis- 
sion and access to networks of 
information. Many modems are now 
equipped with fax facilities - Supra 
FAXModem V32bis, TKR IM-144VF+, 
Zoom 14.4X, USR Sportster, all of 
which are now less than £250. Look 
for fax modems compatible with the 
Group 3 fax device standard and 


TOP TIP 


Obtain a letterhead, logo 


or signature image suit- 
able for inclusion in a 
fax by sending them from 


a fax machine to your fax- 
modem. When received, save the 
fax image as an .IMG file, touch 
up and save at 96 dpi. This pro- 
duces better results than using a 
hand scanner at 100 dpi. 


cisen 
Viewing a cover | ror 
page in STraight | 
FAX! 2with the | vax pnone: 0625 50052 
Vero | Prom: Mark S Baines 


Command 


It Wise Window Preferences — 


Total Page: 
Daw. 


PURE 


The cover page 
configuration for 
STraight FAX! 2. 


preferably Class 2 (or 2.0) 
command sets. All will have a 
fax speed of 9,600 bits per 
second (bps) or even 14,400 bps 
for future compatibility. 

You also need a program to access 
the faxmodem, receive, display, save 
and print faxes and allow you to 
compose a fax using your favourite 
word processor, DTP and graphics 
packages. On the ST there are two 
main programs — STraight FAX! 2 
(reviewed last issue) and Tele Office 
(currently unsupported in the UK). 


Both programs have an address book 
and keep a log of incoming and 
‘outgoing faxes which can be viewed 
at any time. Cover pages can be 
included with details of the sender, 
recipient, number of pages and 
pethaps a logo. Tele Office automates 
this with the inclusion of small 
commands in any text, which are 
expanded before sending the fax, 
and the inclusion of footers and 
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menu displayed. 


headers on any page. The usual Fax 
ID at the top of a page is optional. 
Multiple page faxes are possible as 
are copies sent to several destinations 
automatically at predetermined 
times. 

Printer drivers are supplied for 
most common DTP and word proces- 
sors so that, say, you can produce 
your fax in Calamus or Timeworks and 
print it out straight to a fax file that 
can be sent immediately without 
leaving the program. Ordinary ASCII 
text files and images can also be 
imported ~ Tele Office allows them to 
be mixed and overlaid on a single 
page. Standard 98 dpi and 198 dpi 
resolutions are supported which 
produce excellent quality results, 

Both programs can answer the 
phone and receive faxes automatical- 
ly or manually using Auto programs 
and desk accessories. The file can 
then be viewed at various magnifica- 
tions, printed if needs be and saved 
or converted to an image file - 
perhaps for later inclusion in another 
document. Faxes can be rotated if 
sent the wrong way up and the fax 
image cleaned up or contrast altered. 

Disadvantages? You'll either have 
to get a dedicated line or share one 
with your telephone and you can’t 
simply scribble a note and send it. 
No problem? Well how about a 
hastily drawn map giving someone 
directions... 


CONTACT 


STraight FAX! 2: System Solutions 
3 832212) - £89.95 
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PROFESSIONAL LAY BY MAIL Se 


FOOTBALL MASTERS me 


We iia served eee of satisfied customers during our 4 years of 
trading, Over 10,000 man hours (during 5 years) has been dedicated 
{o the production of this games constant improvement ond it must be Team : Training, Tactics (15 different styles), Aggression, Formation 
‘one of the most realistic and accurate representations of a professional allows specific player field settings (Left winger, Sweeper efc.). 
football managers job. Main features below:- 

na The Match : Real time scoreboard reporting goals & injuries yellow/ 
ack a ted cards, Sound effects, Interventions permitted ot any time to 

in change tocics, formations and make subs. Physical grophicol penalty 

jn & Cup : Premier 22 teams, Division 1,2 & 3 have 24 teams, participation (optional). Over 80 different referees. 
Play-offs, Tables. 7 Cup competitions with precise rules (2 legs, extra 
time, away goal rule, seeded draws, European Cup tables, 5 subs, 
non-domestic player restrictions etc.), Finalist route to glory. 


é Now Available 


Plus : Over 100 other meticulous refinements impossible to list here. 


CRICKET MASTERS 


This is a purely managerial cricket manager game that concentrates 
on strategy and includes plenty of relevant statistics. The game has 
been designed and developed by a true fan of the sport, It replicates 
everything that « real manager has to contend with and it's a totally 


ESSEX ¥ SUSSEX 


Full match highlights let you watch the action ball CBAYTINGTEARCEREER 
graphics and/or realistic sampled sound s for significant events 
(Fours, Umpire decisions, etc.). Interventions are permitted at any time 
to change batting tactics or fielding placings. 


© 3 Botting/Bowling closifiations (Normal, Attack and Defend 
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mr 
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‘unique production that anyone with an interest in Cricket should 

experience. A summary of the main features is shown below: 

© AXA EQUITY & LAW 18 league county teams, 50 overs per gome. 

© 4 Cup competitions including Benson & Hedges, Nat West. 

© 20 different match umpites with accurate names and strictness. 

© Accurate player details Surname, height and age 

© 27 different player attributes, most have a direct impact on the 
ffectiveness of each individuals actions during a simulated match 

© Easy player selection. All game text is clearly presented. 


© Choice of 15 different field placings, Manager rating 

« Full scorecard results with best batting and bowing figures 

© Other stoff (Physio, Groundkeeper, Scout) con be hired and fired 
© Annual league fixtures listing. Current week ond last league results. 
View current cup competition draws and historic records. 

© Real fime transfer market. Player contract and wage negotiations. 
© Sponsors, Printer access, Finances, Poor ground fines, 

© 15 Options to alter game preferences, Lood/Save game. 

© Instruction book with plenty of examples. 


‘Melle 
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© Batting and bowling averages. Top batting and bowiing tables. 
© 3 Different training intensities to boost batting, bowling or fielding. 


© Plus many more fine details that we ore unable to list here. 


HILBROKES ook nAaren> 
} 


24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOT-LINE 


=== (0702) 6005573 
48 HOUR DISPATCH > MAIL ORDERS 


if you have 0 guorontee 
cheque card or credit cord 
pleose write its number on 
the reverse of your cheque, 
doing so wil ensue dispatch 
within 48 hours of recegt 


‘OUR ADDRESS 
ESP Software (STR), 
32a Southchurch Road, 
Southend-on-Sea, 
Essex S31 2ND. England. 
TEL. (0702) 600557 

FAX. (0702) 613747 


Version 1 is available upon request (Simple training & betting) @ £15 


TRODUC 


ne of the greatest benefits of 

having a Falcon is that you can 

view full colour pictures from 
a variety of sources - scanned 
photographs, ray-traced drawings, 
PhotoCD images and so on. With 
the right software, you can create 
complete sequences of images as 
part of a sales presentation or simply 
as a way of showing off your photo- 
graphic or creative skills, and 
‘Compo's soon-to-be-released Studio 
Presentation looks like it might well 
be that right piece of software. 

There's nothing complicated about 
Studio Presentation. Essentially it loads 
colour images and displays them on 
screen using various transition effects 
to change from one to the other. it’s 
not even a new idea — there are 
several excellent PD utilities that do 
the same on the ST, albeit in only 16 
colours — but it does take things a 
stage further by adding text 
screens that can be overlaid 
on top of colour images. You 
can also store sequences for 
future use, complete with images 
and text. 

Studio Presentation runs in any true 
colour mode. The 40, column VGA- 
mode is the quickest and clearest but 
it will work perfectly in 80-column 
interlaced mode on a conventional 
colour RGB monitor. Images have to 
be loaded in industry-standard TIFF 
format, though the alpha version 
would only load those TIFFs that had 
been saved using Studio Photo. This 
will be fixed by the time the release 
version comes out. 

The interface is a little odd but 
easy to get used to and the 


The image of this 
fish is being rollea 
onto the screen... 


Maurice Collins previews a superb- 
looking tool for showing images. 


sequences are built up as a series 
of icons, with the available 
images displayed at the top. 
The main problem appears 
to be memory. In 40-column 
screen modes it appears that 
only six images can be loaded and 
used, and while up to nine slots are 
available in 80-column mode, my 
4Mb Falcon refused to load an 
eighth. 

It should be emphasised that an 
alpha test version of a program is a 
very early release and many 
alterations are likely before it is sent 
out even to software testers (let alone 
journalists... Ed) so this is currently 
being addressed. The text feature has 
not yet been added, though Compo 
have stated that it will use 


SpeedoGDOS to overlay text on the 


--- While here 
the fish appears 
in a stunning 
transition effect 
with rapidly 
shifting vertical 
bands called the 
| “gelatine” effect. 


Choosing a 
transition 
effect for the 
image. 


images. The saving and loading of 
sequences was also disabled and 
there were some difficulties with the 
screen display breaking up. If all this 
feaves you wondering just what on 
earth we could do with the program, 
rest assured that the slideshow ele- 
ment works. Actually, that’s the 
understatement of the year ~ it works 
brilliantly. Each image is assigned one 
of 49 different transition effects that 
govern the way it comes onto the 
screen. There is also a fiftieth option 
that selects a transition at random so 
you can set up rolling demos that will 


Loading a 

TIFF image 

into the 
system. 


Weee 


never look the same. My favourite 
transition is called gelatine ~ the 
image appears line by line from the 
bottom with the remaining area 
above filled with shimmering vertical 
bands. It really has to be seen to be 
believed. Others include the rolled 
tube effects (see the accompanying 
screenshot), the “fondu de couleurs” 
that builds up the image pixel by 
pixel in layers and the superb 
“rebond” transition that bounces the 
image from the top or bottom until it 
eventually comes to rest. Others 
include building the image up in 
random squares of six varying sizes, 
the “snail” effect that builds up the 
image in a spiral, the growing and 


The third row 
of icons from 
the bottom is 
the sequence of 
events ~an 
image followed 
by text, then 
the start of a 
three image 
loop separated 
by a text screen 
and a pause 
(waiting for a 
keypress). 


shrinking circles and rectangles, and 
various scroll effects, There’s even a 
diagonal scrolling! 

The speed of each slide transition 
can be altered and at maximum 
speed the effects are absolutely 
breathtaking. As events exist as on- 
screen icons, they can be swapped 
around using the mouse, making it 
easy to adapt and edit presentations. 
If the release version - expected to 
come in at under £30 — lives up to 
the promise of this alpha test version, 
it will be a tasty little program 
indeed. 


[NOM “SHELL. TIF] 


iF] 


T.S.C: The Shareware Company. Not all PDL's are the same! 

Seems we're still not flavour of the month with some people! Could it be because we've dropped F- 
Copy 3 from the "freebies" on the catalogue disk? We simply ran out of space: detailed descriptions 
for 100 or so more disks took up more space than was free. RIP F-Copy. But, the catalogue remains 
a thing of beauty and a joy to behold, Based, uniquely, around Terradesk, it's user-friendly, (and 
idiotproof!) Each of the 2,000 or so disks is described in detail, allowing you to make sensible 
decisions about what you want: the more we tell you about what you'll be getting, the better able 
you are to make a good choice and get the thing you wanted, rather than "almost, but not quite..." 
Games aside, every piece of shareware or PD was written for a reason: it was perhaps the solution 
to a problem which the author couldn't get "off the shelf", but had to write for himself. Maybe a paint 
package with nothing much to commend it — but it has one "tool" that no other package, PD or 
commercial, offers. It's the job of a good PD catalogue to know and to tell you what makes a 
program "special"... (well that's our opinion, anyway — seems that not every PDL agrees with us.) 
Trouble is, taking that kind of care fills a lot of space, and keeping it easy to read and enjoyable 
takes time. The PDL's who take the time are few (but our customers know who we are!) If you need 
software, it's the job of a good PDL not just to take orders, but to be ready and able to advise you; 
with a real person on the phone, able to make suggestions, give free help & advice, chat about 
computers (and not only ST's!) draw your attention to bargains we've spotted... "Happy customers 
have deeper pockets!" We do our best for you because we think that, overall, our customers’ loyalty 
is worth the extra effort. Many customers need (or at least, want!) their disks as fast as possible: 
phone-in an order with your credit card number before 2.30pm, and it should be with you tomorrow. 
We're not the cheapest PDL — (could be, "you gets what you pays for" — quality service isn't free!) 
we're not quite the biggest — but as we've said before, we're a lot bigger than the cheapest, and a 
lot cheaper than the biggest. Good international contacts bring the latest software direct from 
Germany and North America. (recent arrivals include Terradesk v1.36, Ideallist v3.3 and an IBM 
emulator — which is quite enough of a "list of titles" for a TSC advert!) You need a good PD 
catalogue as much as you need a good manual - it'll give solutions to problems you hadn't realised 
could be fixed (or possibly hadn't realised were there!), an insight into the amazing range of things 
your ST can do... Amazingly, we estimate that well under 50% of the 750,000 or so UK ST users 
buy PD or shareware regularly. Crazy! For a Good PD catalogue (please specify ST or Falcon) 
send us 3x1st class stamps or an SSAE with a (newish, please!) DSDD floppy. You'll be amazed! 


51, Thornleigh Road, 
Bishopston, 
Bristol BS7 8PQ 
‘Phone 0272 - 424743 
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NOTE: THESE TITLES ARE FULL COMMERCIAL GAMES NOT PD 
ALL GAMES ARE INDIVIDUALLY BOXED + FULL INSTRUCTIONS EST 1992 TEL: 0827-68496 
VENUS THE 
AeA 
“THIS GAME 
oyecares 


NINJA TURTLE! 
COMBO RAC! 


t Hunter, Satan, Super Ski, ( hicago 90 


RRP £24-95 NOW Only £11.99 


} 16 BIT HIT || Plan 9 from 
GHOST BOUNCE OUT, 3: MACHINES | |CUter space 
MOONSHINE RACE! 39| commas || FREE 
CLOUD KING NGDON 3. a Fe Hammer, Ski full length plan 9 video film 


[ANE Sty SEYMOUR (Federation) : ; NOR ON ee os | | RRP BSS NOW ONLY £7.99 
eg a HERO QUEST + FREE “ar Data ise Onl $699 
|ORBITE! ; FIVE STAR S/W 

NNSA. | BRS a ee | 4g NEMESIA 


TURTLES | Wortp cHAMPion squasH : FREE WITH 6 OR HORE TTLES) AMINGTON 


| x and make cheque of Postal order 
oS Se MIGHT BRE | payable to: PVE STAR TAMWORTH 


x and send to B77 4EL 
MIND BENDER HERO QUESTS PART? Fa 99) 
“This game is brilliant |; STRIKE FORCE HARRIER H LL ORDERS SAME DAY DESPATC 
ai ee ||: Seen "$1.99 *| |,,3 LL TITLES IN STOO! 
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Book Offers 


WITHIN YOUR GRASP... 


Improve your knowledge with our great book offers... 


@THE ATARI ST EXPLORED 
BY JOHN BRAGA AND MALCOLM 
McMAHON * £9.95 


‘esl forthe beginner to computing withthe ST. It covers the operating ystem including 
GEM, GEMDOS and BIOS, and has a very usetul guide to choosing a pri 7 
language. Essential reading for anyone who owns, os considering wing, an 


@ A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO 


TIMEWORKS ON THE ATARI ST 


ST. The book has 


ep guides explining design techniques and ofet ideas to help you 
improve the appearance of your werk and advance to more detailed projects 


@THIS IS DTP! - A YOUNG PERSON'S GUIDE © THE MIDI SURVIVAL GUIDE 


BY TERRY FREEDMAN °¢ £9.95 
Designed to ease you into the real word of desktop publishing lt shows you how to take 
‘advantage of a range of packages from shareware to commercial and covers practical 


© ATARI ST BASIC - PROGRAMMING 
BY EXAMPLE 


BY DR GRAHAM MCMASTER * £14.95 

Every ST owner has a copy of ST BASIC it comes free with the computer! Mere’s a book 
that wil help you get the most qu af the program. No previous programming experience 
Is required 


© C-MANSHIP COMPLETE 
BY CLAYTON WALNUM ° £14.95 


Al of Clayton Walnum’s tutorials, previously written for Analog Computing maga 
the USA, have been compiled into one volume, edited and updated. I you've ev 
ed to program in C or improve your skills, then thsis the book for you. Almost 490 pages. 
of instruction, explanation and education. 


@ THE ST ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE 
WORKSHOP. VOLUME 4 


BY CLAYTON WALNUM ¢ £14.95 

‘Starting frm the basics, Clayton takes the reader through the at of 68000 programming 
from the most commonly used instructions al the way to handling disk fles, printers, 
‘graphics and more 


@ THE COMMERCIAL GAMES 
PROGRAMMER'S GUIDE 
BY DAVID GIBBON * £9.95 


So you want fo be a successful games programmer? Then this book is a must 
{sa complete guide to producing and marketing your mega game! 


THE ATARI ST EXPLORED. 

THIS |S DTP! - A YOUNG PERSON'S GUIDE 

ATARI ST BASIC ~ PROGRAMMING BY EXAMPLE 
C-MANSHIP COMPLETE sesso he 

THE ST ASSEMBLY LANGUAGE WORKSHOP 

THE COMMERCIAL GAMES PROGRAMMER’S GUIDE 

‘A PRACTICAL GUIDE TO TIMEWORKS ON THE ATARI ST...... 


GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS USED IN IT..... 
EASY MONEY MANUAL 
EASY MONEY PLUS UPGRADE 
THE BIZ PLUS UPGRADE.......... 
PROSPERO C: PROGRAMMING IN C) 
PROSPERO C: AES AND VDI 

_ PROSPERO C: ALL FOUR MANUALS... 
EASY DRAW 2 MANUAL 
EASY TOOLS 2 MANUAL 
WRITE ON! MANUAL. 
EASYBASE MANUAL 


Vv DELIVERY — FREE 


CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE ~ 0480 891171 OR FAX YOUR ORDER - 0480 890787 


BY VIC LENNARD *¢ £6.95 

Want to get started in music on the ST? Here's the pertect book for you, wri 
Lennard, editor of ST Review. I's filled with over 40 informative dlagrars 
2 MIDI system, and written in a friendly, down-to-earth manner 


© OVERCOMING DTP OBSTACLES ON THE 
ATARI ST 
BY PAUL COOPER * £12.95 


Provides wealth of useful information to anyone considering setting up in OTP with an 
Aan, using al the main DTP packages as examples, 


@ GLOSSARY OF ACRONYMS USED IN IT 
BY NIC MANSFIELD + £9.95 


Do you ever see initia used in place of words and wonder what they mean? io, this 
books for you. While not ST-specific all commonly-used Information Technology 
acronyms ae explained, 


MANUALS AND 
UPGRADES 


Yes ~ you can still get the manuals 
and upgrades from our super 
cover disk offers... 


Fasy Money manual . 
Easy Money Plus upgrade ...£19.99 
The Biz Plus upgrade........£79.99 


Prospero C Programming in C/ 
Using the Libraries 


manuals .......£2499 
Prospero C AES/VDI 
manuals .. £24.99 


Prospero C All four manuals£39,99 
Easy Draw 2 manual 
Easy Tools 2 manual. 
Write On! manual 
Easy Base manual. 


TO: ST REVIEW BOOK OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE ITEM(S) AS TICKED IN THE BOX OPPOSITE 


| ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £ 


PAYABLE BY: CHEQUE 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE 


SIGNATURE: 


. TEL (DAY): 


VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/DELTA/SWITCH NUMBER: i (GS) | 


CREDIT CARD 


| EXPIRY DATE: / 
SWITCH ISSUENO, —/ 


IMPORTANT! 
Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER — please make payable to GO DIRECT and write your cheque card guarantee 
number on the back. All prices are inclusive of postage & packing and VAT. Please allow 28 days for delivery from when 
‘we receive your order. For non-receipt of goods phone 0480 891171, Monday to Friday between 10am and 6pm. 


FiRsSsT 
COMPUTER CENTRE 


OPEN 7 DAYS AWEEK 


HURSDAY NIGHT +09, 30AM-7,30PM 
PEN HALF DAY MOST BANK HOLIDAYS 


TELEPHONE LEEDS 
4HOUR MAIL ORDER SERVICE 6LINES! 


0532 319444 
FAX: 0532 319191 


’ 
SHOWROOM ADDRESS: 
DEPT. STR, UNIT 3, ARMLEY 
PARK COURT, OFF CECIL ST, 
STANNINGLEY RD, LEEDS, 
LS12 2AE 


HOW TO ORDER 


der by telephone quoting your credit 
ardnumber. Please make cheques payable 


the: 
“FIRST COMPUTER CENTRE.” 
any correspondence please quote a 
sone number & post code. Do not forget 
clude the delivery tariff. Allow 5 
orking days for cheque clearance. 


®All prices include VAT 

*Finance available, phone for details 

‘Large showroom with free parking 
‘Overseas orders taken 

"Educational orders welcome 


UK MAINLAND 
DELIVERY TARIFFS 


"Standard Delivery 


ATARI REPAIR CENTRE 


We offer a FREE quotation on your Atari or any 
ripheral (monitors, printers etc). A d 
Reiff of just £5.00 is charged or alternatively you 


= visit our showroom. We can also arrange a 
Brier pickup at an additional cost of £11.00. 


fren the AL take the turnoff forthe AG4. This merges 
Fes the AS8 (by pasing Leeds town centre) which meets 
Peprrsey gyrocor 


We recommend you confirm prices 


25 surcharge on AMEX 


I PIRES T computer centre (LEEDS 


Tel: 0532 319444 


nly er hat preceing 44 Roy ditt ¢0 4 


MONITORS 


OTHER PERIPHERALS 


(or 400 Dpi version 


ips quai cer 3 eoton une 


‘se % Sen Warped prosucsn carry 3 yar pearance 


(manual switching version) 
(auto switching version) 


sicher beeween mana colar manor, uch aS 44 & HDI MCD 


add 0.000 purchase OME bor ey 


voters nrg Roar ey 


BUSINESS 


MUSIC/SOUND 


(Falcon only) 


UTILITIES/PROGRAMMING 
backup utility... 


VIDEO AND GRAPHICS 


(falcon only) 


WORD PROCESSING & DTP 


PRINTERS 


ters come with ribbon/toner, 
vailable), paper & cables! 


Citizen printers have a 2 year guarantee 


New! 


re ato ARC. 3g pre Gomer mh hen 
eeu weno ener option 


calor Mig recomended 


HEWLETT 
A eackano 


pin ctor, tor, 180 eda 48 cee NL 


pn ctor, tor 225 cura Sepe MLO, A lnancape pring. 


in quay, 210 concrat cpa, IH4BK ater, [anes & UC mode 


Laser quate. tra pt. Epson compase& pore 


CONSUMABLES 


QTY | DS/DD DISKS] Branded DS/DD 


10 
[Star LC24-300/30/100/200. 


Star,Citizen & many others. 


Bulk refills (125ml). 
Canon cartridge. 

Double life $00 cartridges 
HP550/500 Colour cartridge 

Star $)48 cartridge. 

Star 5]144 cartridge (pack of 3) 
Star S)144 mono or colour (3 pack) 


Printer Switch Box 2 way. 
Metre printer cable. 


5 Metre printer cable. 
10 metre printer cable- 


save a fortune in running costs with your inkl 
bubble jet. Compatible with HP, Canon ,| 


| SUPRA MODEMS 


SasdMapescomp, vit 


WE ARE PREFERRED USR DEALERS 


VIDII2ST 
BY ROMBO 


As official dealers for 
Rombo, we are able to 
offer this excellent 
package at a great price. 
Vidi 12 ST replaces the 
famous Complete 
Colour Solution with a 
higher specification but 
alower price! 


Contents include 
multimedia digitiser, 
software, manuals and 
phonocable 


ICD FA-ST 
HARD DRIVES 


Prima products comes with a full 2 year guarantee 
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From word 
processors to 
true colour art 
packages, Compo 
is one of the 
Atari market’s 
big players. 

Vic Lennard 
visits the new 
premises 


Man in the middle - 
Neal O’nions, Managing 
Director of Compo 
Software Ltd. 


n 1989, a word processor named 
to import graphics and a w 

of available fonts ma 

program rather popular 


awkwar 


and the v-up PC em 
peed, established C products 
in the UK but to say is was ar 
unknown Germa mpany is 
an understateme the name 
‘Compo” was rarely mentioned ir 
reviews, onl ner, the UK 


distributor of the time 


A year later, Theo Breuers of 
Compo, Germany, decided that a UK 
office was e al to further the 
growth in the UK and approached 


T in 


the man wh lished ¢ 


the Atari market since the mid ‘80s 
Neal proached me 
> start up a UK operation 
recal because, at the time 
po was not achieving the UK 

s that he thought it could. 


id a company toge 
j] to attack the 


mpo Software Lt 


FIRST WAVE 


art of the reason for poor mark 


netration was the lack of a dec 
Putting his St 


Neal personally wrote 


degree 


Wide span - the (sti 


Compo range of 
products includes 
Studio Photo, a 
quality image 
retouching progr 


Not yet ~ but by the summer 
this will provide a further 700 
square feet of space for Compo. 


e English manual for the first new 


UK product, Write 
the bargain price of £49. “Ev 
dards, W 
od product,” states Ne 


ery 


ontinue to get a phenomenal 
response from users today and yet it’s 
the same product we started selling 


three and a half years ago. "Wri 


was based on the original version of 
That’s Write, with the removal of 
tain features to make the program 


THAT’S 


oF 1 


both user-friendly and uncluttered. 
Consequently, the move from Write 
On! to the next in line, That’s Write 
1.51 in mid-1991 was a natural pro- 
gression; as a user grew to require 
more facilities, these were then 
available. But for a company the size 
of Compo, this can hardly be viewed 
as flooding the market with new 
oftware. 

“Compo has a very large portfolio 
of products in German, but it is very 
difficult to appreciate how much is 
involved in taking a German product 
and producing a quality English 
version.” explains Neal. “Also, once 
products reach a certain stage they 
invariably go through a new develop: 
ment cycle; choosing the time to 
translate software is extremely 
difficult and often inhibits us bringing 
products into the UK, That's Address 
2 being a prime example. We are a 
very quality-conscious company.” 


SECOND GENERATION 


While the intention behind That's 
Write was to create a good, everyday 
word processor, That's Write 2, 
launched towards the end of 1992, 
aimed to be the best Atari-based 
word processor bar none, Putting his 
point across adamantly, Neal says: 
“For people with ordinary word 
processing requirements — letters, 
reports, faxes, theses - That’s Write 2 
is streets ahead of the competition. 
There are other good word proces- 
sors, some better than That’s Write 2 
for certain jobs but for, say, writing a 
letter where you are worried about 


the output quality and want to do 
something quickly, no other program 
touches That’s Write 2.” 


Compo firmly believes that the 


soon to be released That’s Write 3 will 
stand up favourably to comparison 
with word processors on any 
computer let alone the Atari-based 
competition, supporting Speedo 
fonts and offering a host of improved 
facilities. Plans also exist for further 
versions 

The arrival of the Falcon coincided 
with the appearance of a new 
Compo product, MUSICOM. “Digital 
audio is new and exciting,” enthuses 
Neal, “and programmers always like 
new and exciting areas. That's where 
MUSICOM came from - the idea of 
getting something out of the Falcon 
by playing with the DSP chip. 
MUSICOM 2 is more like a real prod- 
uct with real applications, but 


Full stock 
— Compo sells a 
range of products 
to its customers. 


MUSICOM was designed as a fun 
product and succeeded in this very 
well.” 

With offices currently in Germany, 
Holland, the States and the UK, it 
should not be surprising to see prod- 
ucts appearing from outside 
Germany and last year saw the 
release of Studio Photo, an image 
retouching program created by a 
French team. “Compo is the 
strongest publisher of ST products 
worldwide,” Neal explains. “Writing 
a good product is only ten per cent 
of getting it to sell in volume so 
when a good product becomes 
available, we are the natural route for 
marketing it.” 


THIRD PARTY 


Through a seven-year network of 
contacts, Neal has been able to 
ensure that Compo distributes a 
healthy variety of Atari products. 
With GST moving further away from 
the Atari market, Gribnif needed a 
new distributor through Europe and 
the Uk; Compo provided such an 
option and have been marketing the 
range since STalker and STeno. 
Currently, Neal is awaiting the arrival 
of Neodesk 4 to partner Gribnif’s 
multi-tasking system, Geneva. 

Other products include the UK 
distribution for both TOS 2.06 and 
4,04 for the Falcon. “Compo is the 
‘only UK company that is licensed by 
Atari to produce English TOS 2.06 
EPROMs.” clarifies Neal. 

As many of you will be aware, 
Arabesque Pro appeared on a recent 
ST Format cover disk. Within a short 
period of time, all back issues had 
been removed and an apology to 
Gribnif printed. After a short pause, 
Neal tries to unfold the story. “No 
blame can be attributed to either ST 
Format or HiSoft, who provided the 
program. Having said that, quite a 
mistake was made as the disk 


Address taker — 
That's Address 2 
is top of the hit 
list for UK release 
~ with the possible 
exception of 
That's Write 3... 


contained a product that was the 
copyright of Gribnif. The complica- 
tion is that the Arabesque Pro copy- 
right holder was Shift, a German 
company that is no longer in 
existence. It’s safe to say that Compo 
now has distribution rights for both 
Arabesque Pro and Convector.” 


FOURTH VERSION 


Those eagle-eyed amongst you may 
have noticed a rather strange icon on 
J6rg Zabell’s desktop in the One Man 
& His ST interview in issue 20 
(December 1993) — WordPlus 4. What 
is the story behind this? “There are a 
number of ways of exploiting 
software technology. in That’s Write, 
we have a top-of-the-range engine 
technically and it is possible to 
produce variants with different inter- 
faces. Ist Word Plus has reached the 
end of its natural development cycle 
and has been very successful. One 
way of reaching that huge installed 
user-base is to take the That's Write 
engine but make it similar in 
appearance to version three of Ist 
Word Plus.” 

“| can also confirm,” continues 
Neal, “that registered Calligrapher 
users with Working Title will be 
offered a very attractive upgrade 
path to That's Write 3.” Will there be 
an easy way to transfer Calligrapher 
documents to That's Write 32 "We're 
working with the Calligrapher file 
format at the moment - it’s that 
advanced.” This modular approach 
to That's Write 3, especially in 
terms of importing and exporting 
files, is a major move from previous 
versions. 


FINAL MOVE 


Compo Software recently moved into 
custom-built premises at Green Farm 
Estate, Huntingdon, 900 square feet 
of which is currently in use by the ten 


Through The Keyhole 


personnel there, Phase two, in the 
Summer of 1994, will add a further 
700 square feet and a “visit and see” 
showroom. Such a move seems to 
indicate a healthy future for the 
company. 

With Compo intending to use the 
Falcon’s additional hardware for 
Prospective products, such as 
TPhone and Studio Presentation (see 
pages 31 and 40), the final word 
must go to Neal and his opinion of 
the computer in today’s market 
place. “There is a clear need for a 
second revision of the Falcon ~ and | 
would be quite happy to see it in the 


same case!” laughs Neal. "The audio 
inputs and outputs need to be made 
more industry-standard ~ quarter 
inch jack sockets instead of the 
3.5mm variety - and the audio 
converters could do with being taken 
up a notch. While they're not that 
bad, they're not up to studio 
use. Also, it could do with a few 
expansion slots. 

“None of these points is difficult to 
change, and even if Atari doesn’t 
make these changes, | would be very 
surprised if the technology that it has 
developed disappears from the 
marketplace...” 


FOLLOW THE PATH 


Compo has offered a carefully thought out succession of 
upgrades from Write On! through to That's Write 3 as this step by 
step series of screenshots from Joe Connor shows... 


A File Wieck Tose_Stple_tayeot fair potions 


Write On! 


t 3173" stuaying in Moscow he moved to Manich at 
the age of $0 and opened an Art Studio, His cbstect work became 
increasing} influenced! 


supports 
multiple fonts, 
both on-screen 
and as part of the 
printed output. 


2 "LS added 
a spell checker 
and improved 


document 
handling. 


Coe oe Ce Gem 


Version 3 


Version 2 saw 
the inclusion 
of window support 
for up to nin 
documents alon, 
with a useful print 
preview facility, 


4 


includes 
support for 

Speedo fonts, 
new look inter. 
face, improved 
spell checker, 
on-line help and 
import/export 
filters. 
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The Yamaha CBX-K3 is 
especially for desktop music system 


aster keyboards are some 
thing of an unknown quantit 
for MIDI musicians. Why pai 


for a keyboard that has no interna 
sounds? Two arguments exist for this 
Module versions of synths are usual 

a couple of hundred pounds cheaper 
than their keyboard counterparts 
once you have paid for your master 
keyboard, you actually save money 
buying sound modules. Also, master 
keyboards usually have excellent 
MIDI facilities. The Yamaha CBX-K3 is 
one such master keyboard that may 
enhance your MIDI system. 


KEYBOARD DESIGN 


The CBX-K3 has a four octave, ve 
city-sensitive keyboard without 
Aftertouch. The transpose funct 

gives an effective range of 73 keys b’ 
moving all data output from the 
CBX-K3 one octave up or down — 


useful for playing realistic deep bas: 


lines 
To the left of the keyboard are 
slightly wider than usual pitch bend 


Solid as a rock 
- intended for 
desktop music 
but designed 
to last. © 


_ 


N 


o ENG 


AS 


colour of your ST! 


4154 


Telolalale 


9 50900 See9oo900000G850 


RE 


a new master keyboard designed 
3; it even matches the 


eBeoD 


Instant access - the main panel buttons let you 


select the 128 GM voices with ease. 


and modulation wheels; essential if 
you intend to add expression to your 
music. Above these are two slide 
controllers that really come into their 
own when used with a sequencer. 

Connecting the CBX-K3 to your S 
is simplicity itself; MIDI Out of the 
keyboard to your ST’s MIDI tn, The 
other sockets are for a 12v DC power 
adaptor, supplied with the keyboard, 
and a sustain pedal which is an 
optional extra 

The weight of a keyboard usually 
gives an indication of the build 
quality. For a small keyboard the 
CBX-K3 is surprisingly heavy; this 
should happily take many years of 
key bashing without any problems 
The non-weighted plastic keys have a 
fast response with plenty of “travel 
which allows for good control of 


velocity - this should satisfy the 
majority of musicians, 


GENERAL MIDI 


The top panel sports four Voice 
Group buttons, labelled A-D, and 32 
voice select buttons, giving instant 
access to 128 voices via a MIDI sound 
module. Some sound modules have 
over 128 voices and there is no way 
of selecting these from the CBX-K3; a 
bank select button would have been 
a useful inclusion. 

The CBX-K3 really shines when 
connected to General MIDI (GM) 
sound modules such as Yamaha's 
CBX-T3. GM names are printed for 
each Voice Select button on the CBX- 
K3's front panel, so you can select 
sounds by name; no having to 


The CBX-K3 has two sliders that 
allow you to alter certain 
parameters in real time. Use the 
Selector slider to choose 
Velocity, Tempo, Volume, Pan or 
Expression and then the 
Continuous data slider to record 
these parameters in real time to 
a sequencer. You could record 
the musical notes first and then 
overdub volume and pan 
positions for greater flexibility. 

Also available are Start, Stop 
and Continue functions for 
remote control of a sequencer; 
to use these commands 
your sequencer must be able 
to accept System Real Time 
messages. 


remember the number of the sound 
you want! But as not every sound 
module is GM-compatible, it’ would 
have been nice if Yamaha could have 
included a way of showing the 
number of the selected program for 
the sake of non-GM modules 

although an LED display would 
probably add substantially to the final 
cost 


VERDICT 


Unlike most control keyboards aimed 
primarily at desktop musicians, the 
CBX-K3 exudes quality. It plays well. 
And has most functions required of a 
master keyboard. Unfortunately, 
Yamaha has competition from other 
keyboards costing less than half of 
the CBX-K3. While they are not really 
comparable in terms of facilities and 
quality, many musicians may prefer 
the extra money to go towards 
another sound module. But, if you 
want a good master keyboard that 
compliments your ST, look carefully 
at the CBX-K3 


- NX 


PROS AND CONS 


x Alittle expensive 
* No display for selected 
voice 


> 


‘Although fairly 
expensive, the CBX- 
K3 has an excellent 
specification; a well 

designed master 
keyboart 


NAME: CBX-K3 


COMPANY: YAMAHA 
-KEMBLE 

CONTACT: 0908 366700 
PRICE: £299 

MIN MEMORY: N/A 


EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


OVERALL 


d ue and exp e 
Dept STR25, 9-10 The crbioses Centre, Cranes Farm Road, Basildon, Ene $514 3NJ. Tel: 0268-271172 Fax: 0268-271173 
Telephone orders: Mon-Fri 9am-7 pm and Sat & Sun 10am-4pm, We Are Open 364 Days A Year 
P&P and VAT is included for all UK orders. Please add £2 P&P for Europe and £3.50 for Rest of the World 
Next day delivery service available £4 per item. Some titles may not be released at the time of going to press. (E&OE) 
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FULL DOUBLE SIDED DISKS Compare our: ¥ AST SERVICE, RELIABLE, TOP 
Contents with other Suppliers & see who's the best for Val il QUALITY (we only use the best) 


BUDGIE CLASSIC RELEASES 


LIC12 Ace Invaders LIC30 Quest for Galaxia (Galaxiums) LIC37 Mr Dig LIC70 Pacman St 


with SPELLONE disk 
(spelichecier) also provided Games D ADV 27 FAT 
‘on ths disk, SELECTION?! sy graph 
BRDOL — MONOPOLY. ( AST OL PLANE 
LAZER-CHESS, OTHELLO, e 0 

CHECKERS, WHEEL OF 

FORTUNE and more. A 

superb collection of 

BOARD GAMES, 

BRD 04 CHESS, s: 

chess game. 


DOMINOES, puzzle 
GOLF card game 
9er filofax 
nd much 
se two 


YPEWRITE- i burs when a d ae) 


HANOI, OGRE. 1 


U4 HOUR ORDERLINE 9am - 4pm Heman 9pm Yams Ansverphone Monday - Friday We are now open Saturdey Sar - 12 nom 


For disk catalogue send blank + SAE OR 70p 


“WIZARD P.D. cn eons 


178 Waverley Rd, Reading, Berks, RG3 2PZ Tel; 0734 574685 50p postage + packaging on all orders under £10 


We also have a selection of 46 commercial games at under £3.00 each 
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PAT 


© on, own up ~ how many of 
G« still have the original facto- 

ry settings in your digital synth 
or sound module? Shame on you! 
This problem did not exist with ana- 
Jogue synthesisers as it was possible 
to see all of the sound parameters at 
a giance and then adjust them with 
real knobs and faders. Digital equip: 
ment is not this easy. We have to put 
up with tiny displays and only being 
able to edit one parameter at a time 
from a vast number of menus. 
Patchking attempts to borrow ideas 
from the analogue school of thought 
by showing a large number of para- 
meters on your monitor simultane- 
ously. Does it make editing easier 
though? You bet! 

Patchking can be used as a stand: 
alone program or desk accessory so 
that you don’t have to quit your 
sequencer in the middle of a really 
productive session. A system configu- 
ration can be saved and automatical 
ly loaded every time you use 
Patchking, including the sound types 
you can edit, the sounds being 
worked on, current global settings, 
current folder path settings, ran- 
domisation masks and the MIDI 
channels for testing of sounds. 


SOUND EDITING 


The main editing screens are made 
up of nine small graphical displays 
called tools, which interact with the 
sound in a variety of ways, Faders are 


Patchking is currently 
available for the 
Roland JV-80, JV-880, 
U-110 and the Yamaha 
TX-81Z, All the editors 
use the same software 
engine and so operate 
in a similar way. 

All versions share 
the same manual 
although a few extra 
pages are included 
that describe functions 
particular to the MIDI 
instrument for which 
you have bought the 
package. 

New titles are going to be 
released every month, so 
check with Software 
Technology to find out if your 
synth is going to be covered, 
As for me, I'm still waiting 
for someone to release an 
editor that helps with the 
Korg Wavestation SR... 


1 | 
1 


T UP 


With modern synths being 


difficult beasts to 


edit, Kevin Pawsey 


finds that the Patchking series of 
MIDI instrument editors can make 


life that litt 


le bit easier... 


Fea] FiTe [Patches] todo [Fedo —_[Randen [PTay 


Using Keyboard 


Tecate 


Foland U-Ii0 Patch TEVIN EXRAPLE 


Negbeard Zones zones enables 


TNT Revustic Prase— 


net 


you to set up 
split and layer 
patches ~ great 


1 Comer wr 
at Channel L 
(Iss 


wea Chanel 6 (| ———<————3—— [7] 


if you use your 
MIDI instrument 
for live work. 


> CORTE Tera 
a Commit 3 CE] SFTP 


6 (SING: Demag & Percusston 
wa Channel 18 [EE] 
That? han 


designed to behave like those on 
a mixing desk and can be 
moved up and down with 
the mouse; knobs behave just 
as typical rotary controls 
volume, panpots or EQ. These 
controls are very visual and so easy 
to use although finer control can be 
achieved with the numeric display 
tool 

Being able to see the envelope of a 
synth makes editing a doddle. The 
Patchking envelope tool is a series of 
small squares that represent how a 
sound changes over time. Just drag 
the points of the envelope to new 
positions using the mouse 

Patchking can be made to perform 
Random Sound Generation by the 
setting of the Randomise mask. This 
could be easier to set up as a value 
from 0 to 99 has to be entered for 


each parameter on the screen 
Once set and saved, however, 
some interesting (although 
not always usable) new 
sounds can be created. 


SOUND MANAGEMENT 


If your MIDI instrument uses memory 
cards or cartridges to store sounds, 
you'll know how expensive this medi- 
um can be. Patchking makes it possi- 
ble to save banks of sounds on floppy 
or hard disk. You can rearrange 
sounds within a bank, add new 
sounds, edit them and then save for 
future use, Patchking stores individual 
sounds using categories like piano, 
brass and the like, to make it easier to 
find a sound when loading back in 
You could, for example, use 
Patchking to make your MIDI module 


[Ese] TPateches tate Rete Tandon [PT 


Tecerve] Trane 


(Retand W110 Fateh KEVIN EXAMPLE 1 


Global Control | 


i oes 
C3 Cs 
i 


1 (Une acoustic Prang 
Fy Tngered Bass 
3 FS recite Tur 


[eine Beane Percosster 


ey eae Cie 


Bate Depth 


ore 5 OD 
iret CE 


Dutput Hodes 


Notice the difference | * 


in detail between the 
global control screens 
of the mono and 
colour versions. 


pas Wei Pert yo yeep 
as ae a ee Ss 


perform like a GM instrument with a 
little careful editing. Now you can 
play back all those MIDI files without 
spending time searching for the rele- 
vant sounds! 


VERDICT 


Patchking doesn’t have the same 
immediate appeal as the latest 
sequencer or sample program. But 
unless you try a sound editor with a 
MIDI instrument, it is difficult to com- 
prehend how a £50 piece of software 
can improve your £500 synth 
Without one, you are probably just 
scratching the surface of what your 
synth is capable of. And Patchking is a 
good example. 


> N 


PROS AND CONS 


X Lengthy random sound 
generation process 

X Lack of GEM drop-down 
menus 


P i 


"Patchking helps 
ease the frustrations 
of editing your MIDI 
instruments!" 


NAME: PATCHKING 
COMPANY: SOFTWARE 
TECHNOLOGY LTD 
CONTACT: 061-236 2515 
PRICE: £49.95 

MIN MEMORY: 0.5MB 


EASE OF USE 
DOCUMENTATION 
EFFECTIVENESS 
VALUE FOR MONEY 


OVERALL 


MIDI Monthly 


CUBASE INTERACTIVE USER GUIDE 


HEAVENLY MUSIC * 0255 434217 © £10.99 


rather than days; you can spend many a /ate night reading the somewhat 
thick manual — or you could use the Cubase Interactive User Guide which 
offers a more enjoyable method of learning! 

Supplied on a single disk, simply load up a file and it appears in the 
Arrange window. Along with the music information, text is loaded into 
Cubase’s notepad which can be viewed by pressing <Control><B>. Each of 
the examples is explained along with suggestions to how they can be applied 
to your own compositions. 

A big criticism of the original Cubase manual is its lack of examples. The 
Cubase Interactive User Guide seems to be in direct response to this and comes 
into its own when dealing with advanced functions such as Logical Edit. Many 
people skip this section in the original manual as soon as they see it described 
as being “based on mathematical criteria” and never experiment with it as a 
result. This guide words the function in such as way that musicians will not 
break out in a cold sweat. Other topics such as quantising, copying, merging 
and locators are covered along with useful hints, such as copying parts and 
changing their start times to create sophisticated echo effects. 

Updates to incorporate the Interactive Phase Synthesiser and MIDI 
Processor are intended, and Heavenly Music would love to hear sugges- 
tions for future updates, Heavenly Music also offer an extended Cubase 
user help-line service (Tuesday and Thursday, Spm-6pm) that costs 
£10 and lasts for a period of three months from the date of purchase “Q 
‘of the disk. 


T: learning curve for Steinberg’s Cubase can be measured in months 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Whether you are a new or experienced Cubase 
user, this disk Is recommended. New users will master the program much 


quicker than by relying on the 
manual alone and there are hints p= 
and tips that will give the experi 
enced user new tricks to try out. As 
good as Cubase is, it’s great to see 
third parties responding in this way.” 


A logical explanation 
of Logical Edit! 


Short of an effects unit? 
Here's another way of 
» creating a delay! 


Quantising can 
make or break a a ee | seer Ear eas ERE ET 
piece of music... ee Daf J OE ay 


TWO TO VIEW 


Kevin Pawsey casts his beadies over a pair of new products... 


HORD RECKONER 


HMM....SOFTWARE * 081-892 1970 » £14.95 


removes some of the guesswork. it can be run as a stand-alone program or 

desk accessory, occupying a mere 50Kb of memory, and will currently 
recognise around 3000 different chord voicings. 

The names of some inversions do not appear to match up with what was 
played on occasions, as chords can be interpreted in many different ways 
depending on which notes are added or left out. To achieve the best results, a 
chord needs to be played in its root position, while for jazz voicings you need 
to include the 3rd, 7th and the final note such as the 73th, 

Notes can be entered using a MIDI keyboard or mouse and up to five notes 
can be used for each chord. Even when using a MIDI keyboard a note is 
sounded through the monitor each time a key is pressed ~ turning down the 
volume should save your sanity! Up to 10 chords can be stored for future 
reference and played back in sequence, although these are lost when the 
computer is turned off. 


Jor chords is often awkward - Chord Reckoner is a program that 


> a 


Chord Reckoner 
has no problems 
with complex Jazz 
voicings. 


‘on which to select. As Chord Reckoner is a desk accessory, it is possible to run 
it alongside your favourite sequencer. If you use an auto-accompaniment pro- 
gram such as Band in a Box, which only allows you to input notes by typing in 
the name of the chord, you will find this program invaluable sitting alongside 
it, as these names are displayed, Life becomes much easier if your harmony 
skills need a little polishing! 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “At £14.95, Chord Reckoner represents fair value 
for money. It might not look perticulary pretty but it gets the job done and 


Chord Reckoner allows you to 
decide on the style in which 
chords are displayed; the | 
traditional major and minor or 
the American jazz format. 
Sequencers tend to use one or 
the other and this will guide you 

Running in tandem with 

Cubase - handy when 
working out harmonies. 


will definitely appeal to Bond 
jn a Box owners,” 


60 atuation Erie Bled L992 


memint 
You can select the style 


in which you want the 
chords displayed. 
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IRST IMPRESSION 


ISHAR 3 


A wide range of new 
enemies are supplied 
with Ishar 3. 


Grab your 
spellbooks and 
dragon slaying 

equipment as 

Tina Hackett 

takes a trip to the 

world of wizards 

and sorcery in 

this third Ishar 

offering from 

Silmarils... 

ilmarils’ renowned RPGs, ishar 1 

S™: Ishar 2, have gained a large 

following not ‘east because 

of superb, detailed graphics 

intriguing plots and interesting 
characters. 


Fans of shar and RPGs in general 
will know only too well of the forth: 


coming /shar 3 release that promises 
to hit the shelves at the end of Apri 
But while many of you await with 
baited breath, | can at least put you 
out of some of your misery and give 
you this sneak preview 


The story this time centres on the 


character Shandar ~ those of you 
who played its predecessor will 
remember him as the evil wizard 
who needed to be defeated 
Unfortunately, Shandar threatens to 


return by reincarnating himself as a 


Scanned 
photographs 
have been 
used to help 
create the 
graphics. 


diy winged dragon, Wohratax 
where do they find these names? Ed), 
the last survivor of the great black 
dragon race 

Before his demise he devised a 
spell to enable his spirit to survive 
even after the death of his own body 
His plan can be foiled, however, as it 
jes on his reincarnation taking 


place during the planetary conjunc 
tion of the two moons, the sun and 
the planet \shar — it is imperative that 
‘ou destroy the dragon before this 
happens 

Ishar 3's plot is designed around a 


series of time gates where you must 
travel back in time in order to defeat 
the mighty Wohratax, Key points can 
be found throughout the history of 
Ishar — being in the right place at the 
right time is an essential part of the 
pilot. 

Graphically, Ishar 3 has a lot to live 
up to when compared with its stun- 
ning counterparts, though from the 
PC screenshots it doesn’t look as 
though it is going to disappoint. The 
sheer detail that has gone into creat 
ing some of the backdrops is breath- 
taking, and it promises to be a highly 
spectacular game visually. 

Extra features have been added 
such as animated film sequences and 
action events. Teams can be selected 
from over 100 different characters, 
each with their own personalities, 


The clear icon panel will make 
the game very user-friendly. 


attributes, skills and weaknesses. You 
can create your own character at the 
start of the game, even down to your 
appearance, name, race and class 
The game will also have an unlimited 
saving facility and teams from previ- 
ous versions of Ishar can be reloaded. 

Other features include real time 
fights, detailed maps and many new 
locations both, indoor and outdoor, 
such as taverns, temples and caverns. 
Numerous sound effects and tunes 
will play a large part in Ishar 3 and 
add to what already appears to be a 
highly atmospheric game. 

New features should give enough 
variety to make it different from the 
previous releases — shar 3 looks as 
though it will continue to delight 
both Ishar fans and those of you who 
are new to the series. 


Atmosphere is a key factor to 
the success of the series. 


Many new locations have been 
created for you to explore, 


Highly detailed backdrops give 
a great sense of realism. 


ST Review has obtained some of the classic Atari ST/STE games - and you can select any four for just £14.99 


GAME Ss. QQ at the kina of 


price you 


inclusive of postage and packing. Just fill in the coupon and send it to us, but hurry ~ we only have limited stocks. can’t refuse! 


SELECT FOUR GAMES FROM BELOW 
STAR RAIDERS 
DEFENDER II 
LIVES 
ENTERPRISE 
STAR BREAKER 
PRINCE 
BADLANDS PETE 
CHRONICLES OF OMEGA 
TEMPEST 


DELIVERY-FREE 
CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE ~ OR FAX YOUR ORDER ~ 


TO: ST REVIEW ATARI GAMES OFFER, PLEASE RUSH ME THE FOUR ITEMS AS TICKED OPPOSITE 
| ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £14.99 


PAYABLE BY: CHEQUE P.O. CREDIT CARD 


POSTCODE: TEL (DAY): 


VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/DELTA/SWITCH NUMBER: (fg (GSES) SPR | AES 


EXPIRY DATE: _/ 


SWITCH ISSUENO. —_/ 


SIGNATURE: 


Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORDER - please make payable to 
‘number on the back. All prices are inclusive of 
wwe receive your order. For non-receipt of good: 


Send your order to: ST REVIEW ATARI GAMES OFFER, 7 VINEGAR HILL, ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PE17 SjA 
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Two more from 
the king of 
money-savers, 
Dave “Midas 
Touch” Jone: 


KIXX XL * £16.99 * 021-625 3388 


IN BRIEF: The deal between US Gold and Sierra means that games like Leisure 
Suit Larry, reviewed last month, are becoming available on the Kixx XL label. 

Police Quest ~ In pursuit of Death Angel is the latest release and gives you the 
chance to work as a real police officer. Death Angel is responsible for a major 
crime wave in the community of Lytton, making the streets unsafe due to an 
increase in drug trafficking, robbery and murder. 

You have to find and help apprehend him, but must carry out your routine 
police work as well. By being a good cop, you have a chance to go under- 
cover and infiltrate Death Angel’s gang. You can travel on foot or in your 


VFM 


standard issue police car, a three-speed machine, and must keep your eyes 
open at all times, even when completing routine jobs — you never know when 
you might find a clue. 

The manual includes details of what is expected of a police officer in Lytton. 
it covers aspects of dress, behaviour and even the correct procedure for arrest- 
ing a suspect. Heed these weil ~ or another major criminal will get away on a 
technicality... 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: This is a good, competent adventure game, 
although it is let down a little by graphics and sound that were written in 
1987. 

Sierra left the ST scene quite a while ago; perhaps if a game like this proves 
to be a success, it may be encouraged to make other titles available to us. 
900 
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You can get clues by reading the 
paper's headlines. 


HIT SQUAD * £12.99 * 061-832 3366 


IN BRIEF: Wizbail was released in the dim and distant past (1987 to be 
precise), a totally original, very addictive game that, once finished, ieft you 
wondering when a sequel was going to appear. After six years, that sequel has 
finally emerged in Wizkid, a challenging and unique platform-puzzle game. 

Wizball and Wizard married (hooray... Ed) after banishing the evil Zark from 
the Land of Colour and then had a child - Wizkid, Life could not be peaceful 
for too long, so Zark came back (boo... Ed) and kidnapped Wizard, Wizbail 
and their cat, Nifta 

As Wizkid you must collect and save all three of Nifta’s kittens. Ten levels 
take you through the Islands of Wiz, Turtle Jail and into Zark’s Castle. Get rid 
of all of the nasties by bouncing bricks on them. Once you clear all of the 
screens on a level, a kitten appears - collect him and then progress to the 
next level. There are bonuses and coloured notes that, when complete, play 2 
tune and the notes become coins that can be collected. You then visit the 
local shop and buy various items to help you with your quest, like a head, 
body, carrot on a stick or a newspaper. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: This is 2 totally original platform game with a 
Puzzle element that will entertain for a long time. The puzzles are not too 
difficult to start with — but devilish later! 

If you get stuck and can’t complete a screen, simply remove all the bricks, 
go to another one and come back later. This is great — how many games have 
you given up on because one level has defeated you? 

Definitely a five-star offering and an absolute must at this budget price, 
00090 


Knowing how to use a computer is an 
important part of police work. 


[Score:67 of 245 


cnnot = CAFE! 
CASTLE® 


Arriving at the cops’ second home, 
Carol's Caffeine Castle! 


Coins appear once all of 
the nasties have been 
destroyed. Collect the 


». and buy some useful 
items to help you later on, 
like a carrot on a stick or 
a newspaper! 


PPrvins scanr 


Eliminate the baddies by 
hitting them with whatever 
is at hand. On this screen, 

it’s giant Yin-Yan symbols. 
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D SCEN 


Fed up sitting around ‘til pay day for that new game? 
No problem — let Nial Grimes point you in the PD direction! 


There's certainly no 
lack of atmosphere 
in Towers ~ a little 
more colour and 

it would be just 
about perfect. 


1 now wrifel 


inion: 
ved here by 


We were on our 


fuay fo diratose, fo help 


with the war age 
W/ Sargon (the man of black) 


TOWERS 


GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL ° DISK NO: GD.2178 « 
£3.90 » MEMORY: IMB * SHAREWARE 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Talk about bad luck. Having been shipwrecked on a spooky Island, 
you seek refuge in a large tower. But no sooner do you enter the door than 
the ceiling collapses and you find yourself trapped — entombed in a 3D 
graphical tower with no apparent means of escape... gulp! 

As you've probably guessed by now, Towers is a role playing game. The 
idea is to wander around the tower until you find a way out - simple. Ah, but 
standing in your path are an army of unconvincing nasties and plenty of 
doors that need to be opened, no less! 

it’s all standard stuff. The graphics fall slightly short of professional stan: 
dards, but the game is quite well polished and digitised sound effects are 
used extensively. There's also a very atmospheric (and quite long-winded) 
introduction that guides you 
gently into the plot. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: 
“Towers is a classical role 
| playing game, and a very 
good one at that. It’s not 
as original or pretty as Bio- 
| Hazard, but the gameplay 
j is strong enough to keep ye 


- olde RPG fans happy for 
The familiar Dungeon Master control many months.” 
system is used and objects can be ecco 
picked up by simply clicking on 
them in the game window. 


RUMBO 


FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: GAM.4162C * £2.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 


IN BRIEF: Rumbo is yet another STOS attempt at a cute platform game. Our 
hero, a lovable little creature (an otter, perhaps?), is faced with a challenge of 
retrieving his girlfriend from an underground complex crawling with console- 
style baddies. How unbelievably inventive these PD guys can be at times, 

To be truthful the gameplay doesn’t do all that much to take your mind off 
the lack of originality either. The graphics are quite well defined — especially in 
the intro - but the controls leave a lot to be desired. Jumps are extremely hard 
to judge and even more annoying is the way that Rumbo simply self-destructs 


ENDURANCE 


GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.2163 « 
£1.95 » MEMORY: 1MB * SHAREWARE FALCON 
-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: The year is 2005 and a 
new hyperspace route is being 
forged through the galaxy. Planets 
are being destroyed left, right and 
centre, and you ~ a tough grizzled 
astro type —are the only hope for 
survival. Will you take up the 
Endurance challenge? 

The game is played in four 
stages. Your mission starts in a cabin 
aboard “Station-36” and the first 
objective is to destroy the Harpey 
detonator. With that safely out of 
the way, it’s a quick dash down to 
the planet surface to clear away the 
weapons before jetting off into the sunset aboard a comfy shuttle. A tight time 
limit rules over the proceedings and you need to be very light on your toes — at 
least, as fast as you can be at wo frames per second — to get anywhere at all 

Unlike most 30 Construction Kit games, Endurance is quite complicated to 
play, In addition to the movement icons, there are different buttons for picking 
up, using and activating objects found in the virtual world, 


The well designed graphics and 
strong plot make Endurance one 
of the best 3D Construction Kit 
games available. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “The main problem with Endurance is a lack of 

proper instructions. There’s a great game lurking in there somewhere, but 
until the author explains how to play the thing, it might be more likely to 
irritate than entertain.” 


Any goodies discovered 
on your journey can be 
stored in the rucksack 
- don’t linger too long 
though, otherwise your 
commanding officer 

vill have a word or 
two to say! 


for no apparent reason at some 
points during the game. Digitised 
sound effects try hard to lift the 
affair clear of the depths of 
mediocrity... and fail 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Rumbo 
is not the worst platform game 
ever released, but it does leave 
quite a bit to be desired in the 
playability department. If they 
could just cure the spontaneous 
combustion bug it would be 
something! 

°° 


Large sprites, scrumptious 
gameplay, a lively soundtrack 


— yep, any one of these would 
improve Rumbo uo end. 


PSYCHO PIG 2 


LAPD * DISK NO: G.281 * £3.00 
ALL IN * MEMORY: 1MB * SHAREWARE 


IN BRIEF: Now I've heard of some pretty strange heroes in my time, but a 
pig in sunglasses has to beat them alll Nevertheless, it’s with this rather 
surreal character that you are sent on a mission to rescue baby crocodiles 
from the clutches of the evil purse-makers ~ sense of humour or what! 

The first thing that strikes you about Psycho Pig is the sheer quality of the 
graphics. A beautiful cartoony intro sets the scene and the in-game graphics, 
although small, are beautifully designed. The game itself amounts to a 
thoughtful shoot-‘em-up with just a twist of adventure. It’s nothing too 
taxing and is very similar in style to the Dizzy series. The only annoying 
aspect of gameplay is the way you are sent back to the beginning of a level 
when you die. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Psycho Pig is one the best games to appear in the 
public domain for some time. It’s not hugely demanding and makes a nice 
break from the plethora of brain-teasers that are doing the rounds at the 
moment.” 

0000 


Rockfall requires 
slightly more 
thought than most 
Boulderdash clones 
—level one alone 
takes quite a while 
to master! 


ROCKFALL 


LAPD * DISK NO: G.286 * £1.50 * MEMORY: 
0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 


IN BRIEF: Modern fangled games are all well and good, but when it comes 
to playability, some of the old classics just can’t be beaten. Missile Command, 
Defender and PacMan all have their appeal, but for thoughtful gameplay you 
just can’t beat a good game of Boulderdash. 

Rockfall attempts to duplicate this golden-oldie on your ST, The idea (as if 
you didn’t know already) is to rush around a maze collecting diamonds while 
avoiding getting crushed to death by the boulders. As hectic as it all may 
sound, there's a good deal of strategy involved as well - it's all too easy to 
push a rock out of the way, only to find that you've blocked off the escape 
route by mistake! 

Eighties’ arcade is probably the best way to describe the graphics — they 
are functional and nothing more. On the playability side it’s every bit as 
good as the original, and some of the puzzles are even more brain-taxing. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Everybody deserves at least one Boulderdash 
clone in their collection and Rockfall is not a bad attempt. It’s not quite up to 
Douglas Rockmoor standards, but requires a good deal more thought than 
most Boulderdash clones and will suit seasoned players down to the ground.” 
9000 


Boulderdash is 
one of the most 
addictive game 
concepts ever 
devised and 
Rockfall emulates 
the atmosphere 
of the original 
perfectly. 


TART OR H TO EXIT 


PD Games 


Wonderful cartoon- 
style graphics are 
the main attraction 
of Psycho Pig and 
the gameplay is very 
good as well. 


A pig in sun- 
glasses saving 
crocodiles 
from certain 
death? What 
was this guy 
on when he 
wrote Psycho 
Pig 2? 


BLUDGEON! 


LAPD ¢ DISK NO: G.343 * £1.50 « MEMORY: 
0.5MB * SHAREWARE ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Bludgeon is 2 demo of a fantasy-game creation package. Although 
it’s not possible to put together your own adventures with this version, an 
example game is included to whet your appetite for the commercial product. 
Your task? To rescue a beautiful princess from the wicked wizard’s castle (what, 
again?). 

Unlike most RPGs, the game is played from an overhead perspective and 
characters can be controlled by clicking on a series of action icons. Everything 
happens at quite a sedate pace and it certainly lacks the instant appeal of 
games like Gauntlet. Mind you, things do improve once you've got the control 
system nailed down. It’s a competent role playing system, but it lacks innova: 
tion and leaves you wondering what all the fuss was about. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Bludgeon is a little like Rogue or Nethack in style, but 
is a lot more fiddly to play and ultimately less enjoyable. It will no doubt appeal 
to die-hard RPG fans, but it’s hard to see where the rest of us fit in.” 

20 


Goblins, orcs, 
wizards and 
heroes ~ 
Bludgeon is 
every RPG 
fan's dream 
come true 
(but a bit of 
a nightmare 
for the rest 
of us). 


A Nethack-style 
play area is 
used, but the 
screen updates 


macnn 
are painfully = 
slow on || Sess 
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anything less 
than a Falcon. 
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ATARIST 

STEM Upgrade ; ——— 
tO.2.5MBi......£59| ff ? ( 
STFM Upgrade 

to 4MB .......0...£99 


UPGRADING AN STE ___ UPGRADING AN STFM 


A520 STe is usually supplied with two 256K SIMMs and has sockets to plug In over 90% of all. | STFMs the upgrade plugs straight in. There are possible 
in two more — it’s that easy! A few do not have sockets, in which case you problems if either the video shifter chip or the MMU S25 your computer 
will need a pair of adaptors. These may need soldering; if this is the case, we are not in sockets. — 
will supply the sockets at no extra cost — that's service! Occasionally, SOs Each and a > 

A 1040 STe will usually have four 256K SIMMs. In order to upgrade you ‘these vnc STFM 
need to replace these with two or four IMB SIMMS to give either 2 or 4 MB E FOR JUST 


of memory. 


These lines are manned Monday to Friday, 10am to 8pm, and Saturday, 10am to 5pm. 


I you call outside these hours you can place an order by answerphone — just give the information on the order form as it appears. You might find it easiest to complete the order form before calling so that you can read from it 
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This month continues the Atari ST Review campaign 
to get every ST owner to upgrade the memory of their 
machine to at least 1MB and to have all those useful 


items — at the right price! 


12 REASONS TO BUY FROM 
ATARI ST REVIEW... 


All the products offered by ST Review have been carefully 
selected by us as the best in their class. But top quality does 


not mean top price. Thanks to our huge buying power we can 


deliver top value for our readers too. 


¥ All memory boards are populated with memory 

v All memory boards are individually tested 

v All STFM upgrades use the Marpet connector system, 
acknowledged to be the easiest way to upgrade an STFM 

~ Support from a top ST engineer is just a telephone call 
away 

V Prices include VAT and postage & packing — the price 
you see is the price you pay 

¥ No minimum order and no credit card surcharges 

v Memory upgrades carry an exceptional five year 
warranty and other products a full 12 months 

¥ 28 day no-quibble money back guarantee 

¥ 24-hour order hotline 

¥ Because we only sell a few items, your order will normally 
be supplied straight from our large stocks 

¥ Your credit or debit card will not be processed if the item 
you order is not in stock 

v Experienced technicians are available for advice before 
placing an order 


ALL MEMORY UPGRADES 
INCLUDE FREE DISK! 


Each memory upgrade comes with a free disk 
including memory test software, RAM disk, print 
spooler and disk copier, all to ensure you can make 
the most of your new memory upgrade... 


BUSINESS AS USUAL 


For many of you, upgrading 
a computer’s memory is a 
daunting task. A garage 
services your car, a decorator 
decorates your house so why 
should you be able to fit a 
memory upgrade? 

The answer is that it’s 
usually a very easy task. 
Usually? Well, we are the 
first to admit that life can 
sometimes be a bit difficult. 
That’s why our upgrade service is set up to come to 
the rescue if your installation is anything out of the 
ordinary. Even with our comprehensive fitting 
instructions there will be the occasional need for 

ice and a friendly engineer is just a telephone call 
nd if you need an extra widget, we send it on 
free of charge. 

Even with this kind of service, perhaps you still 
can’t get it right. In that case, we provide a fitting 
service at very modest rates — you will be without 

uur machine for less than a wee 

n I do any damage?” is a question you may ask. 
The answer is usually “no”. Usually? Well, one 
customer used a large screwdriver to try and lever out 
a soldered in chip! Otherwise we have always been 
able to fit an upgrade at no further charge than the 
standard fitting fee of £20. 

Should you decide halfway through an installation 
that it was all a big mistake, we give you an uncondi- 
tional full money back guarantee on the memory you 
purchased from us. 

Over 10,000 ST Review readers have made the 
memory jump via our Offers pages and now get much 
more from their ST; how about you? 


TURN OVER... 


we 


offers and detail 


ordering by fax or post 


ie |] SEE THE PREVIOUS PAGE FOR OUR SENSATIONAL MEMORY UPGRADE OFFERS! 


MOUSE /JOYSTICK EXTENSIONS Nie MOUSE 


i aaa mee The ST may be a great computer 
but the mouse that comes with it 
simply is not up to scratch, The ST 
Review mouse is a major enhance- 
ment because it uses micro- 
switches for the buttons, making it 
much lighter and easier to click. 
Our mouse also has a much higher 
resolution ~ 280 dots per inch 
which means you need far less 
desk space and get much finer 
control 


Either a single or twin joystick 
adaptor will save you from the 
ST’s most common hardware 
fault - a broken mouse port 
Changing from mouse to 
joystick is that much easier if 
you have extension cables. 


from 


£3.99! 


MEMORY OFFERS 


CLOCK CARTRIDGE ST REVIEW BINDER 


ST Review Is the essential ST magazine ~ and our custom binder will help you 
to keep your back issues in pristine condition. No more searching under the 
bed for last month's issue! Our green and gold beauties will accept up to 12 
issues and allow you to read any issue of ST 
Review without having to remove it. 


Who sets the time each time they 
switch on their ST? If like many 
thousands of ST owners you don’t, 
then you are missing out. Every 
time you save a file it gets stamped 
with the time and date — invalu- 
able when you are hunting for a 
file. Get a clock cartridge and the 
time will be set automatically each 
time you switch on your ST. 


UVK 


Do you use your ST for art, graphics, DTP or 
music? Then you really should consider our 


Everyone knows about let this happen to you. state-of-the-art, 162 dpi trackball, as used by the 
Viruses, but far too many ST owners UVK detects and kills more viruses Fr editor of this magazine. Movement from one 
think it can’t happen to them — it than any other virus killer. We use it @ side of the screen to the other is effortless and 


can! Despite the fact that you never _at ST Review — so should you! 
get disks from “friends” and only 
buy commercial software, a virus 
could still infect you. And when the 
gremlins get at your disks, life 
becomes an absolute misery. Don’t 


cursor motion is rapid and smooth, far more so 
than with a mouse. The feel is superb thanks to 
the high quality micro switches under the 
buttons. There’s also a third button that acts as 
a locking left button — ideal for continuous 
scrolling, painting or line drawing! 


EXISTING USERS 
UPGRADE — 
FOR DETAILS 


STE RAM UPGRADE TO 1MB £9.99 10 READERS’ OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE ITEM(S) AS TICKED IN THE BOX OPPOSITE 
STFM RAM UPGRADE TO 1MB £34.99 | ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £ 

STFM RAM UPGRADE TO 2.5MB £59.00 
STFM RAM UPGRADE TO 4 MB £99.00 
CLOCK CARTRIDGE £12.99 NAME 
CLOCK CARTRIDGE WITH THRU PORT £15.99: jDDREss 
MOUSE £9.99 

UVK : £9.99 

SINGLE JOYSTICK EXTENSION £3.99 


PAYABLE BY CHEQUE 3 CREDIT CARD 


POSTCODE TEL (DAY 


DOUBLE JOYSTICK EXTENSION £5.99 __VISA/ACCESS/MASTERCARD/DELTA/SWITCH NUMBER: [RQ (Geb) STS 
‘ST REVIEW BINDER. £6.49 EXPIRY DATE 
TRACKBALL... £29.95 

STE RAM UPGRADE TO 2MB £49.99 SIGNATURE 

STE RAM UPGRADE TO 4MB £99.00 


SWITCH ISSUE NO. 


U DELIVERY - FREE 
CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE ~ 0480 891171 OR FAX YOUR ORDER - 0480 890787 


Send your order to: ST REVIEW READERS’ OFFERS, 7 VINEGAR HILL, ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PE17 SjA 
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TO THE BEST VALUE GUIDE TO YOUR ATARI ST 


Subscribing to Atari ST Review means you reap all the 
benefits of the exclusive treatment you'll receive as a subscriber, 


and now you can have 13 issues for the price of 12. 


So, you're wondering, what exactly is this exclusive treatment? It’s a whole range of things that ensure you 
get your copy of Atari ST Review without any fuss or effort. As a subscriber there are no worries about 
remembering when the next issue is on sale. Your copy of Atari ST Review is reserved for you personally 
Before the masses have even thought about their monthly expedition to the shops you'll have had your 
copy for a few days, delivered direct to your door, postage free. Not only do you already know the latest 
news and gossip, but you've also had first pick of the bargains on offer. As you know, we now produce an 
extra issue each year — the Christmas issue. For the same price as 12 (only £41.99 UK) you can now sub- 
scribe for 13 issues. All you have to do is fill in the order form and send it to us FREEPOST. 


CHOOSE 

ANY ONE 

OF THESE 
FREE 
GIFTS 


1 ALPHA DATA MEGA 
MOUSE AND LOGIC 3 
MOUSE MAT 


2 ONE EXTRA ISSUE AND AN 
ATARI ST REVIEW MAGAZINE 
BINDER 


3 ZOOL 


4 IMAGECOPY COLOUR 
5 UNIVERSAL ITEM SELECTOR 


SAVE £14.99 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


To place your order complete this form (photocopies are acceptable) and send it to 
Europress Subscriptions, FREEPOST (LE6203), Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire LE16 7BR or, if paying by Access or Visa, you can fax your 

order on 0858 434190, 


Name. 


Address 


Postcode _ Daytime Phone 


1@ Tick which subscription you want 


13 issues a £47.99 
UK 6 issues at £18.99 
Ongoing Quarterly Direct Debit a £8.99 per quarter # 


13 issues at £54.99 % 
BEC — Gissucs at £2649 


SHOE | 13 issues at £54.99 
‘Wort G issues at £26.49 


© | you have chosen a subscription with a % beside it now choose any one of the following free gifts 


Mouse and Mat 
Two extra issues and binder 
-| Zool 
ImageCopy Colour 
Universal item Selector Il 


@ | wish to pay £ —_ by: 


Direct Debit (Complete the form on the right. UK only) 
Credit Charge Card Authority (Complete the form on the right. UK only) 
Cheque/postal order payable to Europress Enterprise Ltd 

International Money Order 

Access/Visa 

Card Number 


Expiry Date__/ Signature 


Complete this section if you have ticked the Direct Debit of your bank account or credit card option, 
Signature Date 


Complete only one of the sections below 


© AUTHORITY TO YOUR BANK/BUILDING SOCIETY TO PAY DIRECT DEBITS QUARTERLY 


‘Name of bank/building society 


Address 


Name of account 


Account No, 


Sort code 


@ AUTHORITY TO EUROPRESS TO DEBIT YOUR CREDIT CARD QUARTERLY 


Credit Card No. 


Expiry Date 


Your instructions to the bank/bullding 
society/Europress: 

{instruct you to pay Direct Debits from my 
account at the request of Europress Lid, The 
amounts are variable and may be debited on 
vanous dates. No acknowledgement required. 1 
Understand that Europress may change the 


| understand that if any Direct Debit is paid 
which breaks the terms of the instruction; the bank/ 
building soclety/Europress will make a refund. 
Bank/bullding soclety/Europress may decline to 
accept instructions to pay Direct Debit fram some 
types of accounts. 


amounts and dat 


only after giving me 
prior notice. | will inform the bank/bullding 
society/Europress in writing # | wish to cancel 
this instruction. 


[FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


Tick this box if you do not wish to receive promotional material from other companies 
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BUGBASHER SPECTRE UTILITIES 


FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: UTL.425 + £2.50 
* MEMORY: 1MB ¢ SHAREWARE * FALCON- 
COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: The difference in disk formats 
between the Macintosh and ST is a constant 
source of frustration for users of emulators such 
as Spectre. Even if you're using the GCR ver- 
sion, you probably have a huge collection of 
Spectre format disks laying around and the 
prospect of converting them all can be daunt- 
ing to say the least. 

Mac-Exchange is the answer. It's an ST % 
program that takes a Spectre disk and converts. The translation process 
it to a format readable by any Mac with a is totally painless — just 
SuperDrive (and that’s just about all of them Pp @ Spectre disk in the 
these days). The only limitation is that this drive, hit <F3> and 
hybrid format can only hold 720Kb whereasa “fter a single disk swap 
“real” Mac disk houses around 800Kb. If a disk OW’ have a Mac- 
contains too much information, you are politely "eadable floppy sitting 
warned and have the option to cancel the before you. 
operation or lose the extra 80Kb on the copy. 


D ZON 


LZH-SHELL 


GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.2173 « 
£1.95 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE 


IN BRIEF: It's hard to believe how far archiving utilities have come in the 
past few years, From a time when archaic command lines were the order 
of the day, we've arrived at a stage where anything less than a mouse-driven 
interface is considered unusable. 

LZH-Shellis a new bid for “easiest to use” ST archiver, It’s a German 
production - thankfully fully translated — and as such contains all of the 
mod-cons that we've come to expect from our European “cousins”. There 
are pop-up menus, Mac-like check-boxes, groovy scroll arrows and to be 
honest the whole thing is only one flashing red light away from being the 
command console of the Starship Enterprise! In common with S7-Zip this 
new shell houses the archiving code internally and there's absolutely no 
need to fiddle around with external utilities. Brutal! 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: "{ZH-Shellis a truly great piece of software, but 
you can’t help feeling that it’s just a bit too clever for its own good at times. 
If you're after all the latest GEM enhancements it’s unbeatable, but 57-Zip 
probably still has the edge for ease-of-use.” 

9000 


To back up Mac-Exchange in its job the 
author has provided a program to convert 


| style, but the interface is just a little 


Aladin (and yes, it is spelt like that) disks to 
Spectre and a script that allows UltraScript to 
print PostScript files from the Mac. 


bit more complicated to use. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Alodin-Convert 
will be of limited interest, but | can’t imagine 
any Spectre owner wanting to be without 
Mac-Exchange once they've tried it. It's 

an ingenious idea and has worked faultlessly fully translated Spectre 
with every Spectre disk I've tried.” disk, mounted happily 
9000 on the Mac’s desktop... 


YOUR SECOND GFA MANUAL 
- 3RD EDITION 


GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.2169 
© £5.85 ALL IN * MEMORY: 0.5MB * FREEWARE * 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE (MOST) 


IN BRIEF: GFA BASIC is one of the most powerful implementations of the 
language available on any machine, but the supplied manual leaves a whole 
lot to be desired. Han Kempen came to the rescue with Your Second GFA 
Manual but even that had a few gaps, hence the release of edition three 
which has been rewritten and now comes spread over no fewer than three 
disks (gulp!)... 

So what's new? Well for a start, there’s a lot more background information, 
Whereas the last release would provide an answer to a problem, version three 
gives the solution and then goes on to explain the reasoning behind it. For 
example, full details of the ST’s screen structure are given along with how to 
use the graphics commands. As usual, all of the principles are backed up with 
plenty of well-commented source-code examples. 


And just to prove the 
point, here’s a success- 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Any GFA BASIC programmer cannot afford to be 
without a copy of the Second Manual — it’s as simple as that. It’s very well 
written and contains hints and tips that just can’t be found anywhere else.” 
9000 


Although GEM-based, the shell 
still allows access to those all- 
important command line switches. 


Seat ie api Tone— ieee —Peint Tost 


emt wan BoE ay 


Your Second Manual 
is packed to the 
brim with useful 
information and is 
a tome that no GFA 
programmer should 
be without. 


Each chapter is 
backed up with 
real-world source 
code examples, and 
there's even a section 
that demonstrates 


GFA bugs! 


NC-100 SOLUTIONS 


THE SHAREWARE COMPANY * DISK NO: BY NAME 
* £2.00 * MEMORY: 1MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Amstrad’s NC-100 is becoming 
an increasinaly popular option for word 
processing on the move. Its file format is 
directly compatible with Protext on the ST 
and the only problem you face is transfer- 
ring files between machines, which is where 
NC-100 Solutions comes in handy. 

The basis for the disk is a text file detail- 
ing how to set up a link between the two 
machines. A wiring diagram is included for 
the cable, there’s a terminal program to 
carry out the transfer itself and also a demo 
version of Protext to load up your work. In 
short, everything you need to get up and 
running. The link described is serial and 
therefore not as fast as Armor’s own Lapcat, 
but on small documents it’s perfectly acceptable. 


The Notepad text file gives 
you all the information you 
need to connect an ST and 
NC-100, including the cable 
connections. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If you're serious about transferring files between 
machines, you'll probably splash out on Lapcat, but for home use NC-100 
Solutions is ideal. The supplied terminal 
program is a desk accessory and so can be 
used within Protext.” 
2000 


A demo of Protext is 
included, but you'll need 
the full version to deal 
with documents larger 
than 2Kb. 


OMEGA II UTILITIES 


THE SHAREWARE COMPANY ® DISK NO: SMUS.18 
* £3.50 * MEMORY: 1MB * FREEWARE ¢ 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: It’s a fact that the majority fi 
of music professionals choose to use an 

ST for sequencing. This leads to some ff 
extremely interesting MIDI files appear- 
ing in the public domain of which 
these Omega I Utilities are a prime 
example. 

The whole collection is based around 
microtonality, or exploring the space in 
between the notes on conventional 
keyboards or other instruments. In 
addition to the examples, there are 
files that use the technique to produce convincing Indian rhythms. 

‘A huge amount of documentation is provided and this goes into the 
principles behind microtonality as well as how to use the supplied files. At 
the very least you will need a Roland Sound Canvas to use the disks, and a 
copy of KCS Omega will come in very 
handy too. All of the files are com- 
pressed, so a hard disk is rather useful, 
although not essential. 


All examples are in KCS Omega 


format, so dust off your copy 
and prepare to be impressed! 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “While 
microtonality means very little to most 
musicians, if you're interested in the 
mechanics of sound, these disks are 
worth a look, If nothing else, the docu- 
ments provide an interesting insight 
into the development of music.” 
eoco 


The concepts of microtonality 


are fully explained in the 
accompanying documents. 


Public Domain: Utilities 


TOP TEN UTILITIES 


1 YOUR SECOND GFA MANUAL ~ 3RD EDITION * GOODMAN 
INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.2169 * £5.85 ALL IN * MEMORY: 
0.5MB * FREEWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE (MOST) 

Your Second GFA Manual is the reference for GFA programmers, It contains a 
wealth of useful information and holds within its pages years of experience 
with GFA BASIC. Not only that, but two support disks full of source code are 
included to illustrate the techniques described 


2 ST-ZIP 2.4 * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL « DISK NO: GD.2173 + 
£1.95 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE + FALCON-COMPATIBLE 
The latest upgrade to the ever-popular ST-Zip. It features the same GEM 
interface and fixes a number of bugs in earlier versions. In use there’s little 
difference, but it’s well worth the upgrade to ensure that your archives are 
as safe and squeaky clean as possible. 


3 LZH-SHELL * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL » DISK NO: GD.2173 « 
£1.95 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

If you want to take the modern approach to archiving, LZH-Shell is the pro- 
gram to go for. It features every single GEM enhancement in the book and is 
dripping with powerful features. The “time remaining” display is particularly 
nice during the extraction process ~ take note ST-Zip! 


4 BUGBASHER SPECTRE UTILITIES * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: 
UTL.425 * £2.50 * MEMORY: 1MB * SHAREWARE * FALCON- 
COMPATIBLE 

If you own a Spectre cartridge this is one disk you cannot afford to live 
without. Within its hallowed sectors you will find a start-up script to allow 
Mac PostScript files to be printed with UltraScript and a utility that converts 
Spectre disks to a format readable on the Mac - invaluable! 


5 AUTODATE * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: UTL.425 * £2.50 * 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * POSTCARDWARE 

Autodate is a clever little alternative to the expense of a battery backed clock. 
Every time your machine is switched on the program takes a date stored in 
the boot-sector, adds a day, sets the ST’s clock accordingly and then the new 
date is written to the same location. ideal if you use your ST once every day. 


6 NC-100 SOLUTIONS « THE SHAREWARE COMPANY » DISK NO: 

BY NAME ¢ £2.00 » MEMORY: 1MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON 
COMPATIBLE 

Having trouble persuading your ST to talk to an Amstrad notepad? In that 
case you need NC-100 Solutions, This disk contains all of the details needed 
to connect the two machines, a comms program and a demo version of 
Protext to get you kicked off, 


7 SCRUB ST * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO; UTL.3723 * £2.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE 

Programs like Knife ST are a godsend when it comes to recovering files that 
have been deleted accidentally, but have you ever considered that the same 
process could be used to recover files you don’t want to be seen? Well, with 
a copy of Scrub-ST they won't be - this essential utility removes all traces of a 
file from any disk, 


8 EYECON * FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: UTL.425 * £2,50 » MEMORY: 
0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 

If you are fan of pointless utilities, Eyecon will drive you wild. It places a set of 
cartoon eyes in a small window which faithfully follow the mouse pointer as 
you move it. As a desk accessory it works alongside most GEM applications. 


9 OMEGA II UTILITIES * THE SHAREWARE COMPANY DISK NO: 
SMUS,18 * £3.50 * MEMORY: 1MB * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

A complete exploration of microtonality through the eyes of KCS Omega. 
There plenty of files for you to load up and play with along with mountains 
of well-written documentation explaining the principles used to create them 


10 MELT * MERLIN PD + DISK NO: MPD.11 » £1.25 * MEMORY: 
0.5MB + PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Does your ST ever frustrate you to the point where you just want to demolish 
the desktop? No problem — install a copy of Melt and you can do just that. 
Simply click on its title and watch the screen disintegrate before your very 
eyes! A second click will return everything to normal. 
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UTA3s: 


U 


TA06: 


TA2H: 


TAM: 


TASS: 


TAS; 


TAMO: 


AL_FNT text file describing Calamus font fo 


AOL: THE HITCHIKERS UTILITIES, which includes a 
Jocument displayer, BOOTDRIVE, select whieh 
drive to boot fron. BOOTWALT, boot up both the 
ST’ and hard drive atthe same time. BSSS, store boot 
sectors. CUSTOM, allows you to create disks of 
Almost any format. DISKAT, database your 
and many more. Wit fall manual 


A02: STICKER 3, create labels for your disks with » 
selection of cons that printout onto the label 
\03: FASTBASE DEMO, ICON, change your desktop 


i HEADSTART, auto bow any typeof program 
from an auto folder, ON SCHEDULE, work sche 
program with bells avery good printout routine. 
sos: SOPERCARD V1.8, an Index card database, say 

tse and very fast search feature, Comes with + 

ase Of gate cheats, CHEF, an cleco 

cookbook with 300 recipes euch with co 
instructions and ingredients 
TLC BOOK, at excellent on fine adress book and 
date emninder which holds up 10 $00 names and 
uldrewen, Han» ood printout routine, DATABASE 
‘good database constraction kit. SUPERIOOT 
alow you Yo create custom bootup disk, TARADESK, 
{good PD desktop "replacement progearh 
GGERTAI, SHLECTOR, # database of cocktail 
“0 
FASTCOPY 3, A-COPY, PRO-COPY and several 
ater copying programs and ue, ZAPMENU, & 
{teat way of unching programs from the devktop. 
ARCSYS one ofthe heer are prow. PACK TC the 
‘othe are prog 
AWARD MAKER, 2 useful program for producing 
Sard ceifcates.Cesign jour ow or use-one ofthe 
120 already on the dike 
DB MASTER, this fas go to be the best answer to 
Your database problems, design an configure your 
DATA EDITOR, enter your dita and the program 
ture it into easy t0 read graphs, PIE, BUBBLE 
OPPOSED BARS, FLOATING BAR, 4D HAR, STAR 
BAR graphs can be produced, stored and pated at 
any time Many stgents have used this program for 
thai course work, 
WG DATA, another databsse, but for younger users 
to lear how to construct and uae a dataset the 
114. DATABASE CONSTRUCTION SET, « powerful 
program tha allows the user design you own Way 
Sr processing information.” SANDP, 2 
rewsleterfmagarine program. 
IDEALIST Viva vest program for printing 
text and offering los of hep unctons toe Jo 
print in clever ways. 4sclecable sizes, up to 9 
Eolamns, separate output of fonts and pages, eiabe 
headlines and includes fonts for dot matix and 
lasers. 
CALAMUS SUPPORT DISK, METACDS, co 
Calamus fonts to Text metafonts, FASTPR 
accessory to speed up printing to the HP laser 
GUNTH, sample graphics in outline format 
LASLABEL, template for priming 3 ech sk 
CANON printer driver for the BIE 


HPDJPTCH, a patch 
few other small progr 


the HP deskjet prinier 


UTAA3: A disk fll oF accssories and utils, Kes disk 
the who dono wih oy si ar sh 

UTAAS: MAIEMERGE, «good program for chose with « WP 
Fackage without dis utity 

LUTAt6 INVENTORY PRO, an easy to we inyeriory 5 
i tock coro for the wall baxnex 

UTAAK: SAGROTAN VII THR VIRUS KILLER in the PD 
world 

UTAS1: 70}000 word dictionary, replace your standard ype 
‘checker wth this and You wil beontoa winner 

UTA: FOOD AND WINE MENU MAKER, an excellent 
database that sores and pint out « ment for bo 
win and fod 

UTASS: GIRMAN TRANSLATE, one ofthe ber translation 
Drogranss that makes sense of those German 
Aloeuments on some PD dhs, Dowsil o o 

LUTASS: HP CHROME: prints colow pictares in Depa and 
Neo fora ling deskjet poner. HYPERHAST, 
tnultt media database, ou can cteate windows 
holding test, graphics Or sound and link them 
together. CLIPART, for use with Hyperbave 
UUNTPRINT a Hires Degas te printing program fv 
24 pin printers, 

UTAS6 


JApIDESKILT UTILITY DISK printer der fo 
with Ist Word, ENVELOPE PRINTIR, JEFLAMEL 
TETSET, set parameters on your deskjet. LASERIET 
print a 300 dpl an londn o other uc utes 
ASTUBANK,/# personal accouny program that wil 
tel you how much yu can spend in anyone on. 


UTAS#: HARD DISk UTILITIES, everything you seed fa fok 


after and maintain your hard drive 


UTA6O; MANUAL MAKE, a uility for putting together neat 


and tidy printed manuals, 


A CATALOGUE DISK 


oM 


Bae. 


YW EMC 0 


ng. space trading game. Laserbull & Reyatta 

G21» Llamatron & Revenge of the Mutant Camel, as above 
‘but fromthe Master of such games, Jeff Minter 

GM26« Aitwayy Flight Si) (nota blaster 

GM2?: Blaster, defender type game. Wheel of Fortune, as pet 
the TV show. Monopoly & Pentominoes. 

GMM: Pipe Perfect, build your pipeline before the flow starts 

GM40: Tennis, Plumb Crazy, build a pipeline again, Virus 
Killer, a xo-10 virus killer. 

GMD Penguin Lemmings pe gare with 40 level. Gres 
fun, good enough tobe a cornmetcal game 

GMA3; Myatic Well, & very addictive Dungeon Master game 


G52: 


GMs 


G6: 


n the USA with loads of levels and puzzles to sort 


Battle for the Throne, & 


Ed 


create and solve crossword 
t RPG that takes some time 


4: Bog, Fazzball, Trivia, Time Ba 
‘& Vahtece. Quizzes and blasters all on one dis 
an award winning platform game that has 
‘everthing init including a hang glider. 

Master Break, good Breakout clone. Atom, Blaster & 
Spacebal. 


it, Wall Street, Quizwir 


cars: Bache: 3 Mag oe: Soper Game cd 
taka i ome 

xe Visser ed Xenon ype shot cmp ae 

alt: Pob Gane Pook Dane Cabo, Ponkooe sod 


forty 


GMI 


cmt 


GMI 


om 


GM. 
GM 
GM 


plane in its search fa rogue subs 

7: Fatemaste, a great arcade romp on 
analien super spy. 1 Meg. 

(06: Mindlock, another great quiz game from D 
Cobbledick. 1 Meg 

(09: Colour clash, from the same peop 
Fatemaster, this time you need to use 
well asthe trigger. 

13: Galaxians & Mls, Munchie, two blasts from 
Pacman clone and Space Invaders given a revamp, 

Jer, good game and a fun vay 10 learn 
ing a 


le who gave us 
he grey Mater 3s 


20; Brain Damage, D. Cobbledick at his very best. Watch 


‘your brain cell count drop as you fail to answer the 


Hlusion, 4 new Dungeon Master type game 
THis 


mercial quality graphics and gameplay 

_ISAMUST HAVE 

2 Bludgeon: Fantasy D&D combat game 

1. Startrek; The Klingon war battle simulation. 

5: Geofran: Guide a [unar prabe and battle with 
id forces. 


IN REFILL PACK 
BLAC 
LOURE 


OR THE HP 


1 ote of ink. Ref 


with any order or for £1.00 without an order. 


The disk has over 200k of free PD and a selection of secondhand commercial 
software for sale. 


Pick any 5 PD disks 
For just £6.50 
With this coupon 
until Ist March 1994 


LICENCEWARE 
We also stock licenceware by Powerfist, 
Organised Chaos, Virusoft and 

HeavenSent. 
All priced at £3.00 or less 


AAGOI 


MCDA: 


AGIOS: 


AAG: 


AAG 


AAG 
MG2I 


2s 


AAGSS 


AAG 
AAGIB! 


AAGAS 


EAC!2: Easter Egg Hunt fr children 5 


EACDL 


Erens 


EAQM: 


EAQI: 


FAC: 


EACHO: 


EACH 


FAC: 


FACIE 


EAC 


PALETTE MASTER art package, DEGASAVE, save the 
screen in Degas format, MANDEL, Mandalbeot prog. Pls 
4 few other seal peogs 

DALI V3.1, art package from France. Not much in the way 
'CRACKART V0, almost the last word in art packages 


‘comes with complete English manual. 1 Meg requ 
FRACTAL ZOOM, probably: the fastest generator of 
fractals arounet Full my 

A disk fall of F 
program. Full manual on dik, 

'ST-CAD, runs in Med or Hi res, DBANNER, printout 


inch text along printer paper. REMINDER & MEMO & 
LOOKER 
ANIST, a great animation program that cave so for over Lh 


‘SHOWTRIX, displ 
between each one 
PUBLIC PAINTER, an at 
‘owmere. On dish manual 
PICTURE WORKS, ad, sve 
do amazing things with then 
MINIDRAFT V1.10, cay to we CAD prog. 
MONOIC Viewer, copy clipart, add text and draw simple 
<lipar, you can also ptt ogt and ave 

PAINTPOT, a simple and exty to ws art 
megneners 

CREATIVE TITLES, create tiles 
videos. add the professional touch. 
(CRACKART V1.3, the latest version ofthis excellent at 
package with several new features. 1 Meg 

ATARI IMAGE MANAGER, whatever you need to do 
‘with images this is almost sure to doit. 2 disk se. 
‘GEMVIEW 


implete disk of picture converters, 


Ur art work with diferent fades 


chage for mono monitor 


your Christmas 


years. Find al he Easier 
Eggs & tae them through the magic door to win Good fun 
PERFECT MATCH, question and answer card game, 
MATHS TEST. For the under 10's. QUIZICAL, 3 good 
coca knowlege rv game 
BODY SEARCH, deed to help children lean the hurnan 
anatomy 2s rxuted i dementary and junio school. THE 
SEARCH, a computer sided engury program. Search the 
lage for ini about te Gigs fry. MATHMAZE, avery 
{oe mats program that grows with the stdert, TRIVIA 
other gy eencral knowledge te ome of the questions 
eos the USA 
SHIPWRECK. an excdlent oats program that combines 
gape and ex and bar evel of play. The chk mere. 
S hed by twine the learing proces ino a game where 
the characiet on the sree io scape his 
fate HANGMAN, theo school room favourite that hes 
wh peng 
ABOUT THE HOUSE, conte burefy sit moves around 
the hous. As lands on Yano object a desertion i ¥en 
aa some animation takes place. MI. diplays four pctres 
C4 tank tht thst be pled in the right ee, once tae 
done the mene i animate. Hep the child undstand that 
ont ane ent aver cp compe 
UNNI a goo ren Engl tutor, SPANISH VERB 
TUTOR. ths program is designed to hep you learn tevie or 
check the proper conjugation of Spanish vets, ca be 
lntsd fo communicate in French Engin. Spainh or 
NCIAHS ARK,» god game for teaching chikiren sping 
and word recogrition, SPIDER SPELL, avery god pling 
ti for younger chen 
MATHS MADE EASY, for the younger ST uses, the program 
teaches maths in all four daxplines by king tothe ser 
thas hep interes loves igh, GEOGRAPHY QUIZ, ene 
the aight okt we, the et ise on lags apt of 
the woe 
LCOLORALD, desig to ive the younger ST wer an insight 
no haw a copter creates clout. AKEN, deg 3 man 
ade fot, CREUS writer alow the wer to dean 
tad ein reas, «rebus i coe in which pictures and 
srt are we i ple of weds Several other peng 
tha dd 
THE WORLD, an exelent program that teaches you about 
az quizes you on the soni ofthe work 
TANETARIUM if yu ae into astronomy thn thi is for 
you Pcka star fra the map and click on it and all the nfo 
Yoo want thee It wil an aria past of ft event. 
Fr manual on the dik. MONO. 


EAC20: TELLTALE CHEMISTRY by E. Mills Bre, PhD. An 


FAQ: 


EAC 


erative progam on the bass of demisry, the program 
telates to GCSE grades A, Band C, good graphics & 
explanations of atomic structure, electron structure, 
tormulie compounds ec. 
CIA WORLD FACTBOOK, a four disk set of everthing you 
‘want to knove about over 240 countries If you wnat to know 
bow many people liven Albania, what the birth rate is, death 
rate, who they are upset with, where they sell their products 
‘or just about anything ese then this is for you. A document 
display is also inched on the isk £5.00 forthe st 
WORKOUT V0, a general purpose learning aid for ether 
‘question & answer tess ot learning by heart This 
ami conforms partially to the C.LLT. guidelines on 
computers, language lezrning and may be of use in the 


WPDO! 


Wepen. 


Wrpos: 


WPDOS: 


wri: 


webs: 


wept 


webs: 


Wrpiw, 


wrp22 


webs: 


ST WRITER ELITE V4.1, an excellent WP package 
that works in all three resolutions 

EASY TEXT + DEMO, a fully working demo of this 
OTP pro 

quarter of any 4 page, 


ram) but you can only print out the rop. 


TYPING TUTOR, teach yourself touch typing with 
this progam, several levels of lessons have beet built 
into the program 

FIRST WORD, an excellent WP program that features 
WYSIWYG on the screen, 1ST WORD UTILITIES, 
help with Ist Word, DOUBLE TTP, print your text i 
columns; LARGHPRINT, lets you printout in large 


OPUS V2.2, 4 very good spreadsheet progratn with an 
excellent chart printout routine 
CALAMUS MANUAL, your second manual for all 


those things that ave not made clear in the official 
version, Witten by « profesional user of Calamus 
PRINTER DRIVERS for {st Word usets covers just 
about every make of printer, comes with full installer 
& instructions, WORD COUNTER. WPTOOLS, « 
selection of WP utilities for Ist Word, 

PAGESTREAM FONTS, Postscript screen fonts for 
the following fonts~ Artistic, Creative, Hudson 
Letter, Gothic, Oriental, Saturn, University and 
Roman, 

PRINTING PRESS V3.10, the closest thing to a full 
DTP program in PD, Also on the disk is picture 
PRINTING PRESS EXTRA'S, a dis 
WPDI9 containing extra fonts and clipart 
DB WRITER VL, 2 very good WP program for Hi 
res users which can be used by both half meg and 1 


ruse with 


meg machines. A manual on the disk gives a good, 
guide tothe program, 
WPD24: DB WRITER SUPPORT DISK, includes a 


web; 


weDré: 


comprehensive thesaurus and a selection of 
dictionaries covering Medical, Legal, Computer and: 
Biblical terms. You can also add your 

utility onthe disk: 

A ulilty for designing and dovnloading fonts to the 
STAR NL1O & LCIO. Hi res only with loads of fonts 
ready to use. Can be used with an emulator. 
GUTENBERG PRESS, allow a 9 pin dot matrix printer 
to be used asa NLQ printer, load in ASCII files and 
print them out in high quality format and a selection 
of fonts 


MUMOI: ACCOMPIANIST, a 16 voice sequencer for use with 

any model of ST, with room for over 10,000 notes 
muhi-recording with separate MIDI channels and 
wide range of editing utilities. 


MUMO2: IN CONTROL 


a user definable MIDI controller wit 
‘over 20 sliders that can be programmed to conttall 
your midi instruments, SCONVERT, compress of 
‘expand sound samples 


MUMI8: 1632 voices for use with the Yamaha DT/IX series of 


erator synths with a file reader for loading the 
voices directly via the midi. A varied and useful range 
cof voices on the isk 


MUMI9: TRI-SOUND SEQUENGER, « chip/digh-cblp 4 


MUM 


0; SAMPLE EDITING DISK, a disk full of usef 


channel music sequence 


pro 
fn the disk sa ehip music te 


ams for editing, sampling and converting. Al 
Ker Wo create your owt 


MUM21: MIDIDRUM & MIDIPLAY, two useful programs (ol 


«creating sounds with a drunt machine and Midipay 
4 basic sequencer. German documents with English 
version on disk. | meg and Mono, 


MUM22; TX41Z. V2.1, a mouse driven Yamaha TXA1z editos 


MUM24: ALCHIME Jr V2.22, 


MIDIMOVER, « powerful midi file converter fromm 
Hybred Arts Freeware, 

this has got to be one of the bes 
8 for the Atari anywhere, Comet 


musical sequenc 
with over 200 tracks for your use and has far tog 
many features to lst 


MUMS7: FINAL SCORE, « graphic based fully WYSIWYG 


score writing program from Mainstream Music. Draw 
staves, line squares, 5 selectable score fonts, print 
preview mode, etc, Printer drivers now added fof 
‘most makes of printer 


MUMS; ROLAND '1)' SERIES SOUND BANKS, a bank of 


{ones forthe D5, 110, D20, D110 and GR synths 


D ZON 


STORM 1.02 


FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: COM.4363 
* £2.50 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE © 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Storm is the shareware succes- == 
sor to Flash, a terminal program that 
was extremely popular in the early days 
of the ST, It’s a full GEM application that 
works beautifully under MultiTOS and 
supports a full range of file transfer 
protocols from X to Z-Modem. 

The program is composed of three 
windows. The first handles the terminal 
itself, the second is the capture buffer 
and the third allows scripting programs 


to be edited. The scripting language is Storm's scripting Tanguage i 
very closely related to BASIC and quite Y¢'Y closely related to BASIC 
and remarkably easy to pick 


easy to pick up if you have a little 
programming experience. 

In use, Storm seems to be very reliable. 
Ithas a nasty habit of messing up some screen redraws on the Falcon, but it’s 
ot setious enough to warrant looking for another package. Unlike Connect, 

= 7) Storm remains usable ad infinitum 
: until you decide to register. 


up, thanks to the numerous 
on-disk examples. 


‘ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Storm is 
an extremely competent terminal 
program. With Z-Modem transfer 
capabilities, a hugely powerful 
scripting language and MultiTOs 
compatibility it’s hard to think what 
else it could offer. The only minor 

J quibble is lack of support for GDOS 
Expansion is easy -just drop.a fonts.” 

transfer protocol into a folder. 90000 


CONNECT 2.44 


THE SHAREWARE COMPANY « DISK NO: BY NAME 
* £1.75 * MEMORY: 4MB * SHAREWARE ¢ 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Connect takes the German approach to terminal emulation, Every 
GEM enhancement you can think of is featured somewhere or other and the 
whole thing looks like a million dollars on screen. 

It’s certainly no slouch in the features department either - Z-Modem trans- 
fers, background file transfers and a powerful scripting language are all found 


[—tornect tres _Windest Optom —wetp 
By 


Public Domain: Comms 


HS-MODEM 2 


THE SHAREWARE COMPANY « DISK NO: BY 
NAME ° £1.75 « MEMORY: 1MB « SHARE- 
WARE * FALCON-ENHANCED 


IN BRIEF: With the price of high 
speed modems plummeting 
further towards the realms of 
affordability every day, the ST’s 
sluggish serial port is becoming 
a major problem. In fact on text 
files, most 14,400 modems can 
send data at over twice the 
maximum 19,200 setting 
offered by the ST, and every 


extra second you spend ona Unleash the full potential of 
BBS is pushing your phone bill Your high speed modem with a 
ever higher! little help from HSM 2 (and a 


HS-Modem is 2 utility that aims German dictionary wouldn't be a 
to solve the problem by optimis- bad idea either!). 
ing serial port handling. On the Falcon and TT, this leads to increased 
transfer speeds without any additional hardware whatsoever; the ST 
‘on the other hand requires a slight modification. The trouble is that all 
of the prompts are in German and it’s not the easiest program to use 
in the first place. On the Falcon or TT it’s well worth persevering for 
the benefits on offer, but on the ST it’s a little bit too much like hard 
work, 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “/5-Modem is a truly miraculous utility, 
especially if you have a TT or Falcon, But he ae i a hardware modifi- 
cation combined with the cryptic = 
prompts make it quite a raw deal 
for ST owners.” 

coco 


The utility is at its best 

on the Falcon and TT 
which need no hardware 
modifications in order to 
gain those go-faster stripes. 


et Fiebre Opt Toms Walp Connect is 
i nor aoe =] very nice to 
TT look at, but 
[Tie Quick Brean Fox Japs Goer The Lory Gog) the sheer 
|) —a a ee 4 || | | mumber of 
‘frolation baravelers : pie Spions 
= = Tieptiction J] ake ts 
} a} (nee ! | Cerner torsor tee 1 slightly more 
Be | | | =e rs) | comsPeated 
i = — than Storm, 
Pe eee eee 
eed LF Tinga —_ka| | ———— 


= (2 


on the specification sheet somewhere. The main terminal is displayed in a 
GEM window, and housed at the top you will find a set of menus that allow 
adjustment of every aspect. You could honestly fill the whole of this page 
with the number of user-definable options, but the defaults are fine for 
most purposes. Although there's no English documentation with the 
unregistered version, all of the features are well explained through a 
hypertext help system. 


‘ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Connect is remarkably similar to Storm in style. If 

anything, it has the edge in features, but Storm is just a little easier to set up 

and use, Both are great terminal programs — just try them out and see which 
‘one suits your working style best. Don’t you just love shareware?” 

9000 
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PD ZONE 


DBWRITER 


GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.1672 


& GD.1673 * £3.90 ALL IN * MEMORY: 1MB « 
SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE ¢ 


HI-RES ONLY 


IN BRIEF: When it comes to picking a 
word processor for your ST you have 
two clear choices. On the one hand 
there’s the document processor with its 
multiple fonts, GEM interface and 
sedate screen display and on the other, 
the plain word processor which holds 
speed as its main priority. 

dbWriter falls firmly into this latter 
category, It doesn’t bother itself with 
pretty output too much and instead 
focuses on the features needed for 
heavy-duty text crunching. GEM is 
firmly booted out of the window and in 
its place you will find a slick icon-driven 
interface. And not only is it fast, it’s also 


dbWriter may look crude, but 
it packs a killer punch in terms 
of features — very few commer- 
cial ST word processors can 
boast both a spell checker and 
thesaurus! 


powerful - there's a thesaurus and an enormous dictionary complete with 
bolt-on extras for medical, pharmaceutical, computer and mathematical 


terminology. If you want fancy fonts 
and a sophisticated screen display, look 
elsewhere, but for straightforward word 
processing dbWriter is the business. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “dbWriter is a 


Sales Controller is based 
around three windows 
one for stock, one for || 

invoices and another 
for suppliers. 


SALES CONTROLLER 


CALEDONIA PDL * DISK NO: AU-83 * £2.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE ¢ FALCON- 
COMPATIBLE * HI-RES ONLY 


IN BRIEF: Paperwork is the bane of any small business man’s life. Keeping a 
check on stock levels, sales and which invoices have been paid can become a 
full time job on its own if you're not careful! 

Sales Controller has been designed to combat exactly that problem. It is 
housed in a neat little GEM interface and three menus form the heart of the 
system - one for invoicing, one for stock and another to deal with suppliers. 
All editing takes place through windows or dialogue boxes and the whole 
program is wonderfully intuitive. A Colamusstyle help system i always 
‘on hand to explain individual menu 
options, which is just as well consider- 
ing the complete lack of documenta- 
tion, 


‘ST REVIEW COMMENT: 
“Sales Controller is the only stock 


word processor from the old school, but 
don't let its retro approach fool you into = 
thinking you're being short changed for =]-[=]eame] T= T= Tel 
features, It remains the most powerful 
shareware text cruncher on the 
market.” 

90000 


SHEET 2 

GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL + DISK NO: UTI.67 
* £1.95 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE * 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Spreadsheets are one of the most useful pieces of programming 

ever to grace the ST's screen. The key to their success is in their flexibility ~ 

whereas most accounts packages will force you into a set way of working, a 
spreadsheet can be programmed to take care of most number-based tasks. 
Enter Sheet 2... Push past the usual range of spreadsheet features and you 


If speed is a consideration, 
dbWriter is the word processor 
to go for ~ it’s lightning fast, 
even on a standard ST. 


i 


Even if the 
| programming 
aspect doesn’t 
appeal, Sheet's 
good-natured 
GEM interface 
is bound to 
win you over. 


control package you will ever need. It’s 
easy to use, fast, and above all flexible 
enough to fit in with almost any small 
business. The £30 registration fee can 
appear a bit steep, but it’s one quality 
piece of software.” 


Invoicing is as simple as 
typing in the order codes 
and clicking on the print 


button. 


will ind that Sheet 2 has a rather special trick 
Up its sleeve — a fully-functional programming 
language. This is a variation of BASIC and can 
be used to effect changes on cells or to produce 
simple programs, and a number of examples are included to get you 
kicked off. 

The program is capable of holding up to four spreadsheets in memory at 
‘once and every single feature is explained in a truly excellent on-disk manual. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “Sheet 2 is the ideal introduction to spreadsheets 
on the ST, It lacks some of Opus’ more specialised features, but as a result is 
less intimidating and the manual is nothing short of superb.” 


Sheet's built-in 
programming 
language can be 
used to perform 
calculations on 
cells or even to 
produce small 
programs. 


COMPACT OFFICE MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM 2 


FLOPPYSHOP * DISK NO: UTL.3883 * £2.50 » 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE 


IN BRIEF; COMP is designed to form the command centre for a small 
business, It has modules to deal with invoicing, bank accounts, estimates and 
plenty more besides, It even features a typewriter emulator that can be used 
to bash out quick notes without leaving the program! 

The custom interface used is slightly tatty and, unfortunately, the package 
doesn’t seem to have stability on its side either. Every now and again during 
the test period the mouse disappeared, and the screen also failed to redraw 
properly on a number of occasions ~ hardly the type of behaviour that 
inspires confidence. COMP shows promise, but until the interface gets its act 
together it must be viewed with caution. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “COMP is a jack of all trades, but master of none 
The idea of a completely self-contained office management system is a nice 
one, but faced with a choice between COMP and Sales Controller with a few 
support utilities, I’m afraid the latter Is definitely the best option.” 
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FASTBASE 2.4 ATARI ST] 
NEW AGE POL + pisk no: ey BUDGET Bi 


NAME » £4.50 © MEMORY: 0.5MB » SHARE- 


WARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 


IN BRIEF: Every business has a use for 
a database, be it to store customer 
addresses, present your catalogue or to 
keep a check on suppliers. FastBase 2 is 
renowned as being the best shareware 
database you can buy and this reputa- 
tion is well deserved. Not only is it easy 
to use, but there’s a good deal of E 
power on offer too. It boasts its own 
in-built programming language, offers 
flexible graphing facilities, and graphics RE oe 

controlled 


can be linked to fields adding an ~ if only all things 
almost hypermedia feel to your in life were as simple, 
presentations. 


You only have to look at the screenshots to see just how intuitive the 

package is. It’s lined with icons galore and niceties such as cascading menus 
_and a custom file selector. It has no problem running in Falcon resolutions, 
although a small strip at the bottom of the screen is redrawn incorrectly. 
ST REVIEW COMMENT: 
“Forget the rest, FastBase is best. It's 
sophisticated, easy to use and capable 
‘of dealing with almost any application 
as long as you're willing to dive into 
the programming language with 
both feet. Be warned though, the 
unregistered shareware release is 


quite limited." FastBase is not lacking in the 
90600, r; 
can be processed and saved 
later use. 


Public Domain: Business 


TOP TEN BUSINESS PROGRAMS 


1 SALES CONTROLLER * CALEDONIA PDL * DISK NO: AU-83 * £2.50 + 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE * FALCON COMPATIBLE * HI-RES 
ONLY 

Stock contro! need never be a worry again with Sales Controller installed on 
your system. It handles suppliers, stock levels and invoicing with ease and is 
flexible enough to be used in almost any business situation. Add a superb 
interface and you have one very snazzy little package. 


2 BSTAT 2.47 » GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.2116 + 
£1.95 * MEMORY: 1MB * SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Just how profitable your business is can be difficult to judge from a page full 
of dull figures. 8-Stat is a package that will turn these meaningless figures into 
2 graph and so provide an instant view on your financial fortunes. Be warned 
though - it’s a very powerful package and as a result is a little complicated to 
use. 


3 DBWRITER * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL * DISK NO: GD.1672 
& GD.1673 + £3.90 ALL IN * MEMORY: 1MB * SHAREWARE * 
FALCON-COMPATIBLE « HI-RES ONLY 

dbWriter is probably the closest you will come to a shareware version of 
Protext. It’s not as pretty as many of its commercial counterparts, but features 
both a dictionary and thesaurus and leaves most programs out in the cold 
when it comes to speed. 


4 OPUS 2.2 * MERLIN PD + DISK NO: MPD.0461 « £1.25 + 
MEMORY: 1MB * SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Opus is probably the most powerful ST spreadsheet available, full stop. A 
master at charting, it supports GDOS output and comes with a whacking 
great manual. It doesn’t seem to like SpeedoGDOS, but apart from that small 
quibble it’s a wonderful application. 


5 SHEET 2 * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL ¢ DISK NO: UTI.67 * 
£1.95 * MEMORY: 0.5MB » SHAREWARE » FALCON-COMPATIBLE 
Sheet 2s a skilful combination of a programming language and a spread- 
sheet. It’s slightly easier to get to grips with than Opus and its GEM interface is 
a model of simplicity. Perhaps not the most powerful spreadsheet available, 
but one that will happily serve ninety per cent of ST owners. 


6 FASTBASE 2.4 * NEW AGE PDL « DISK NO: BY NAME « £1.50 « 
MEMORY: 0.5MB * SHAREWARE * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

No matter what your database requirements, the chances are FastBase 2 will 
be up to the job. Its simple interface can be deceiving, but deep down it’s one 
thoroughbred data-cruncher and is used in business by many ST owners. 


7 STANDARD LETTERS 1&2 * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL « DISK 
NO: GD.1677 & GD.1678 * £3.90 ALL IN * MEMORY: 0.5MB 
PUBLIC DOMAIN * FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

Most letters of complaint, congratulation or apology usually follow the same 
formula and you could be wasting precious time by composing a new letter 
for every customer. Instead, why not try this set of standard letters in ASCII 
format, which can be tailored to suit your exact requirement? Problem solved! 


8 JC-LABEL * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL ¢ DISK NO: G.2159 « 
£1.95 » MEMORY: 0.5MB * FREEWARE ¢ FALCON-COMPATIBLE 
Improve your company image with alittle help from /C-Label. The program 
stores up to 1000 addresses per file and batch printing is thrown into the 
bargain too. It lacks a GEM interface, but the alternative is quite nice to 
work with. 


9 TCOS * THE ST CLUB * DISK NO: AP.170 + £2.50 » MEMORY: 
0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN + FALCON-COMPATIBLE 

A hypermedia presentation tool, which holds ease-of-use as its main strength, 
It’s useful in putting together catalogues, tutorials and any other type of infor- 
mation presentation. A little dated nowadays perhaps, but still a very slick 
piece of software. 


10 CLIP-IT * GOODMAN INTERNATIONAL « DISK NO: GD.1920 
£1,95 * MEMORY: 0.5MB * PUBLIC DOMAIN 

Ciip-it sits in between the graphics package and desktop publisher. Intensive 
text work is not a strong point, but it copes perfectly well with single page 
designs. Sure, it’s not going to worry Calamus, but it remains a nice, easy 
entry into the world of page design. 
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THE ATARI FALCON 


At New Age PDL we are supporting the new Falcon 030 101%. 
We have o huge stock of Foleon specific and enhanced 


aces} loads of free software including utilities, demos, 
o 


music ar 


ALL FALCON DISKS 
£1.75 EACH 


FALCON ART & GRAPHICS PROGRAMS 
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FALCON PICTURES & ANIMATIONS | 


is 


THE ATARI ST/STE 
New Age PDL in now in its third year of business supplying top 
‘quality ST/E software. We now have over 1400 disks of some of 
the best PD, Shareware and Licenceware to suit all tastes. Just 
look through our advert ot get on idea of the huge range that 
wwe carry. Our disk based catalogue describes every single 
program in detail, has a beginners section ond is very easy to 
use - it's also COMPLETELY FREE to new customers! Just ask for 
it, there's no need to send any disks or SAE's. If you are an 
existing customer and you would like on update then send back 
your disk with a stomped SAE, 


POWERFIST GAMES - £3.00 EACH | 
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FALCON DEMOS 
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| FALCON MUSIC RELATED PROGRAMS | 
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FALCON UTILITIES & APPLICATIONS 
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GNU C++ COMPILER 2.1 
This five dik st is archived ond will need to be unarchived to a hard 
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intended as a developers version ~ ie not for novices. LANG 5-9, 
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BEGINNERS GUIDE TO 
STOS BASIC 


This is © complete programming couse fr ll ST/STE's consisting of 0 618 
fing bound course menval plus wo double sided disks with over 190 
Zoning eramplesl Ze chop wl tke you fhrugh ep byte Pow 0 
ate sham up's, et prog, uior educational programs, GCSE maths 
roms, dolabates, word pracesors, muse programs, and mach, much 
95 pls posoge bu we are doing i 
postoge (£3.00 UK only), Reo the box below Tor 
(CWUSIVE whware mege' pack! 


£29.95 
STOS PD SOFTWARE 
MEGA-PACK! 


This is © collection of ser sole sided disks selected from our librar 
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This pack ONLY available to customers of the 
Beginners Guide to STOS Basic 
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Public Domain: Falcon 


BRAINSTORM JPEG 
DECODER 


FLOPPYSHOP » DISK NO: F.4368 ¢ £3.00 
© MEMORY: 1MB * FREEWARE « FALCON ONLY 


IN BRIEF: Unless you've kept your 
head buried in the sand for the | 
past year, you are probably well 
aware of the fact that the Falcon 
has a digital signal processor 
buried beneath its casing. This 
holds out exciting possibilities for 
digital audio, but it can also be 
used to accomplish other tasks at 
blistering speed, 

The Brainstorm decoder puts 
the DSP into action on decom- 
pressing JPEG image files. This 
process takes forever under 
normal circumstances, but with 
the decoder installed that finger-tapping wait is reduced drastically — and | 
mean drastically! Full screen pictures that previously required 40 seconds 
are deciphered and displayed in less than 11 seconds and the bigger the 
picture, the greater the benefits! 
Naturally, software has to be modi- 
fied to take advantage of the utility, 
but many modern programs are 
on the “ready and waiting” list 
— GEMView 3 for example. 


Reduce minutes to seconds with 
the super-fast Brainstorm JPEG 
decoder ~ thanks Atari! 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If you 
only buy a single public domain 
utility for your Falcon this year, 
make this the one. It really shows 
off the power of the DSP and makes 
the machine many times more 
productive when dealing with 

JPEG images.” 

0000 


Quite a number of graphics 
packages already support 
the DSP decoder including 
GEMView 3 and Studio 
Photo from Compo. 


TCB TRACKER FALCON 


FLOPPYSHOP » DISK NO: F.4261 * £3.00 
* MEMORY: MB * SHAREWARE 
* FALCON (RGB) ONLY 


IN BRIEF: As the Falcon begins to take a hold on the market, more and more 
programs are being upgraded to take advantage of its unique abilities. The TCB 
Tracker is the latest package to make the jump across to ‘030 land, and to look 
at it is no different from the ST version. The interface remains exactly the same, 
there are no more sound channels to play with and it still only runs in low reso- 
lution - so much for advancement! In fact the only difference you will find is in 
the general quality of the sound, and a nice little boost in the screen redraw 
speeds of course. 

It's still a very natty program to work with and remains one of the best 
soundtrackers available, but at the end of the day, it’s an ST music package 
running on the Falcon ~ nothing more, nothing less. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “The 7CB Tracker is best bought for compatibility 
reasons, It’s ideal for those who have upgraded to the new machine and want 
to keep their old module collection, but doesn’t really harness the power of 
the Falcon.” 

oo 


MFSFM 


FLOPPYSHOP « DISK NO: F.4255 * £3.00 
MEMORY: 2MB * SHAREWARE « FALCON 
(MULTITOS) ONLY 


IN BRIEF: For years Mac owners have enjoyed the benefits of extra-long file- 
names, and the release of MultiTOS means that it might soon be possible to 
achieve similar things on the Falcon. The trouble is, the standard GEM file 
selector with its rigid, eleven character display just isn’t up to the job. Wait 

a minute, is that an answer | see rolling in from Floppyshop? 

The attractively titled MFSFM is a replacement file-selector designed specif- 
ically to deal with UNIX-style (that is, long) filenames. The first change you 
notice is the width of the selector box — up to 20 characters can now be 
accommodated with ease and a horizontal scroll bar allows access to even 
longer filenames. The drive buttons are replaced with irectory which 
permits access to any device, including all of your old TOS disk drives and 
Partitions. 


ST REVIEW COMMENT: “If you are already preparing for the day when you 
can describe your files properly, MFSFM is worth picking up. It’s a bit low on 
features when compared with Selectric, but for the first of a generation it’s 
not half bad.” 


The Falcon takes 
al one step closer to 
full-length filenames 
with the release of 
MFSFM, but only 
under MultiTOS. 


The new file selector 
works perfectly well 
with standard TOS 

partitions too - just 
pop the program in 

your AUTO folder 


and forget about it. | 


TCB Tracker 
Falcon is 


identical to 
the ST version 
in every way, 
aside from the 
sound quality 
which is 
improved 
a Bee slightly 

i ~ big deal! 


Hey - it’s not 
always that 
easy to get two 
different grabs 
for a review 
you know. 
Here, have a 
look at the TCB 
help screen... 


CUT OUT 
'N' SEND 
COUPONS 


Floppyshop ST, Goodman Int., 
P.O. Box 273, 16 Conrad Close, 
Aberdeen, Meir Hay Estate, 
ABS 8SJ Longton, 


Just think — all you need eee 
is a pen, an envelope F 
and a pair of scissors 
to set any of these coupons 
winging on its merry way... 


LA.P.D., T. S. C., 

P.O. Box 2, 51 Thornleigh Rd, 
Heanor, Bishopston, 
Derbyshire, Bristol, 

DE75 7YP 


250 Oldtown Rd, 
Hilton, 
Inverness, 

IV2 4PT 


i BLUDGEON! £1.50 (1 OMEGA It UTILS £3.50 
(J PSYCHO PIG 2 £3.00 (l_NC-100 SOLUTIONS £2.00 
CI ROCKFALL £1.50 O CONNECT 2.44 £1.75 

C1 HS-MODEM 2 £1.75 


Cd FASTBASE 2.4 £1.50 J SALES CONTROLLER £2.50 
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A couple of pieces of 
Falcon hardware and a 
good clip art collection 
head up our short reviews 
this month. 


| MARCEL oo 
MONITOR SWITCHBOX ooo | 
VECTOR CLIPART-SET1 9=§ S000 


FALCON DIGITAL INTERFACE S09 


Alll products in this section have a rating 
out of five stars. 


0000 = An absolute essential for 


your computer. 
6000 = Great product - well worth 
Investing in! 
00 = Nice item - but you could 
live without it. 


= Not really — unless it happens to | 
be your cup of tea. | 

= Definite turkey - avoid like 
the plague! 


MARCEL 


LOCAL BBS/PD 
LIBRARIES 


SHAREWARE £10 


MARCEL 


Review by Mike Robinson 


Originally intended to be a full commercial 
program, Marcel 2.2 has just been released as share- 
ware. This American-born word processor sports full 
editing features, imports a host of file formats and 
even supports the GEM clipboard. Marcel also has a 
built-in spell checker and some other useful 
features. 

The program makes limited use of GEM. 
While text is entered and viewed in a win- 
dow, most functions such as Search and 
Replace use the window info line for 
input. Selections from the menus present 
you with a command line at the top of the 
window for further input. This is rather awkward 


arcel Fite EAit options fare Find Windows Siyie Walp 
iam Wircel Titi SPE 

hed ners bytes total 
1 Tarcel Word Precessor-Sharoware Version 1.2 


ein 


Moire lad you're toting the 


ou fo, ue thik 


self, $9 you can type wat 
farcel sare fracessor, Using, the 
Select Open (ood i 


Style menu or 
ervectign) 


No manual - a sample document is 
included, outlining Marcel’s main 
features. Registered users receive 

a printed manual, 


but has the advantage of not requiring the mouse. 
On the whole, the user interface is rather dated and 
restricted, 

WYSIWYG display is limited to the system font 
and the use of bold, underline and italic effects. 
There is no choice of fonts or GDOS support; print- 
out is limited to a printer's built-in fonts via user 
configurable printer drivers. 

File import and export facilities are impressive 
and include Ist Word format, several ASCII varieties 
and even Rich Text Format (RTF). Text editing facil 
ties include full cut, copy and paste, paragraph 
indent, find/replace and selection of text with the 
mouse 

While Marcel is certainly usable, and is indeed 


Marcel Import 
Inport file as: | 


MM ORTF or Marcel 

ASCII 7-bit 

ASCII + B-bit Atari characters 
Other/Unknown (attempt import) 


istHord / Mordhriter 
ist Hord Plus 
WordPerfect 4.1 
ST Writer 

Cancel 


Inport | 


Duty free — Marcel features impressive 
import and export facilities. 


SHORT CUTS 


good value for money at only £10, it is very 
disappointing in many respects. It is clearly evident 
that the programmer is out of touch with the 
standard of software on the ST these days. Marcel 
may have been considered a good program, say, five 
years ago, but with more powerful programs 
available in the public domain, it simply fails to 
compete, Having said that, it does have the 
advantage of being a shareware product so that you 
can try it out and make up your own mind 


GASTEINER MONITOR 


SWITCHBOX 
Review by Andrew Wright 


If you're a Falcon owner struggling with the logistics 
of moving your various mono, colour and VGA 
monitors around on your desk, you'll no doubt be 
interested in the latest gadget from Gasteiner. It isn’t 
the most streamlined piece of equipment on the 
market, being a small black box some three inches 
long by less than two inches wide with two leads 
attached, but it will take the strain if you're 
constantly switching your display from one monitor 
to another. 

The new gadget is called a Monitor Switchbox 
and it has sockets for Atari mono and colour 


Switched on - the monitor switchbox takes 
the strain if you're using a Falcon with 
more than one monitor... 


monitors, such as the $M124/5 and the $C1224, as 
well as standard VGA and SVGA monitors and an 
ordinary TV set. There is an audio socket too. 

There’s a 15-pin female socket for VGA monitors 
on one side and two 13-pin female Atari monitor 
sockets on the other side, alongside two phono-style 
sockets for TV and audio. The box itself plugs into 
the Falcon's video port via an 18-inch long thick 
grey cable. Unlike ST monitor switch boxes, the 
Falcon version needs a power source and this is 
achieved by using a long, thin, blue wire that leads 


from the switch box to a male plug for one of the 
Falcon’s paddle ports. 

Once all your monitors are plugged in, you can 
switch between them using a simple three way 
switch mounted on one side of the box. Although 
there's no manual or data sheet, and the switch 
isn’t marked so making it a trial and errc 
until you get used to it, there’s very little else to it 
tried the switchbox on two VGA monitors. One wa 
perfect, the other somewhat faint which may ha 
something to do with the resistors inside the switet 
box itself, 

All of this might sound a little unsightly but if 
you're regularly switching from one 
another, it will save a lot of wear and tear ~ not only 
on your Falcon’s video ports but on the delicate 
monitor connections too. If the price sounds high, 
don’t forget that the Atari adaptors, which this 
switchbox replaces, are at least a tenner each. If it 
saves your connectors and port, it has to be worth 
considering. 


FALCON MONITOR 
SWITCHBOX 


GASTEINER 


081-345 6000 


£69.95 


VECTOR CLIP ART - SET 1 


Review by David Nilson 


How many times have you imported a classy piece 
of clip art into your desktop publisher only to find 
that it looks like a badly arranged pile of bricks 
when it eventually arrives in print? The problem is 
all down to bitmapped images and the only easy 
solution is to switch to a vector format. 

Goodman's Vector Clip Art collection comes 
spread over 5 double-density floppies. It comprises 
over 400 files and is available in either GEM or 
Calamus .CVG format — in other words, the whole 
set is compatible with just about any desktop 
publisher you'd care to throw it at, including 
Timeworks, Calamus, PageStream and Easy Text 
Professional, 

In terms of subject matter, varied is the name 
of the game. The first two disks are largely 
decorational in theme, There are ornate flowers, 
interesting abstracts and plenty of statue images 
too. Although these make nice space fillers, it’s hard 
to think of a place where they would 
look completely at home, save for a magazine 
specialising in architecture 

Thankfully, the remaining disks in the set lift 
affairs to. a more practical level. Two are concemed 
with icons, covering everything from business to 
holiday topics, and there’s also a nice collection of 
football pictures. A few elegant borders are thrown 
in for good measure and the last disk is an assort- 
ment covering a wide variety of topics. Most of the 
images are relatively simple, but be warned ~ some 
of the larger specimens can take a while to display 
on screen. It’s not a criticism of the set as such, just 
the price you have to pay for quality. 

From a practical standpoint, the first thing you 
notice is the lack of sensible filenames. All are 
nothing more than figures and it’s practically 
impossible to remember which pic is which from 
‘one session to the next. A printed catalogue would 


_ Short Cuts 


be a big bonus, even if it did push the price up a 
little. One big benefit of the vector format is the 
modest amount of memory occupied by each 
picture ~ the most complex picture is well under 
100Kb and most average around the 10Kb mark. 

In short, there’s something here for everybody. As 
a whole, the collection may not be quite as practical 
as some, but the quality is superb and the only real 
drawback is the lack of descriptive filenames. 


Useful inclusion — in addition to the mass of 
decorational art, there are plenty of good 
quality, practical images. 


VECTOR CLIP ART - 
seri 


GOODMAN 
INTERNATIONAL 


0782 335650 


£7.95 
(STATE FORMAT) 


FALCON DIGITAL 


INTERFACE 
Review by Ofir Gal 


The availability of Cubase Audio on the Falcon has 
greatly helped increase the latter’s popularity. It 
brings a powerful digital editing and recording 
system within the reach of many musicians 
However, one of the major complaints about the 
computer is the quality of the audio converters. 
While suitable for normal use, they simply fall short 
of professional requirements. The Falcon Digital 


Quality in print - a lot of the 
detail is lost here, but rest 
assured that the printed 
output is superb. 


erface (FD!) from Steinberg solves this 
problem by bypassing the converters 
altogether, allowing direct cloning of any 
tal source from a Digital Audio Tape 
DAT) recorder or CD player with 
ts and outputs 


interface comes with a short lead 
the DSP port at the back 
F eplacing the Cubase Audio 


k and 2 the FDI to sit on your 


desk aw. m the Falcon, The device is 
and supports both coaxial and 

ptical inputs and outputs. A disk is 

included containing a smal! A gram to 


initialise the device, so that Cubase ca 
and a DAT backup program. This 
up Audio files directly to DAT in 
second sample takes ten seconds to back up. 

FDI works miracles with Cubase Audio, Suddenly 
all the hiss and extraneous noise is gone and you are 
left with clear digital sound — the choice of DAT 
machine now determines the quality and even the 
cheapest models have superior audio converters to 
the Falcon. By using the inputs and placing it into 
record mode, a DAT recorder can now be used to 
record line instruments in the digital domain: 
However, not all DAT players will co-operate as 
some are programmed to exit record mode after a 
few minutes. 

Two moans. First, the documentation — or lack of 
it; there is no printed manual, just a very long 
read.me file on disk. The other is the inflexibility of 
Cubase Audio. If a 48kHz semi-pro DAT machine is 
connected to the input for data transference, the 
machine must continue to be connected for 
play-back to occur correctly. The documentation 
mentions that the next version of Cubase Audio will 
support more sampling rates, including 48kHz, 
which will solve this problem, Other than that, this is 
2 simple device although certainly on the expensive 
side 


Music by numbers ~ serious Cubase 
Audio users are likely to need the Falcon 
Digital Interface... 


FALCON DIGI 
INTERFACE 


HARMAN UK 


081-207 5050 


£349 
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A puzzling 


and they're 


In his continuing 
series aimed at 
giving you expert 
control over your 
ST, Andrew 
Wright looks at 
the all-important 
task of making 
back-ups... 


BEAT THE 
SYSTEM 


PART FIVE: COPYING DISKS 


aving progressed to the point 
y where you've probably got 

several different boot disks, it’s 
about time we looked at disk 
copying 

This is a source of some consider- 
able confusion to many ST owners, 
mainly due to the multitude of 
different disk formatting options and 
the different ways copying can be 
carried out. 

Disk copying is an essential skill to 
master. Once you learn to copy disks 
you can back up most of your 
masters, including your all-important 
data disks, and keep them some- 
where safe in case the worst 
happens. If you've tried copying 


sie The destination disk is 
Theyre || ¢ hot the sane ype as the 
both blue STOP source disk, Please insert 


another disk. 


both 3.5 
inch disks 
- what 
more does 


it want?! 


Most of you will have heard of bugs, the slang term for errors in a program. 
Unfortunately they're not restricted to programs loaded from disk. The ST's 
operating system is a program too, and has its own share of bugs. Most of 
them are widely known but that doesn’t make them any the less irritating! 


FAULTY FOLDERS 


Perhaps the most famous ST operating system bug is the one to do with 
folders. Evenfaffne you open up a folder, certain data (the associated directory 
and File Allocation Table) is copied into special buffers set aside in the ST’s 
memory. When you close the folder, TOS should clear that buffer but in TOS 
1.02 and earlier versions it doesn’t - somebody didn’t program it properly. As 
a result, the ST crashes after 40 folders have been accessed in a single session, 
oC! ——— The problem is cured in TOS 1.04 
and later versions to some extent 
but there is still a limit of between 
100 and 120 folders that can be 
accessed in a session. 
A tiny patch program called 
FOLDRXXX can be installed in your 
If at first you 
don’t succeed... 


os 


WHEN THE SYSTEM FAL 


the View menu, you'll 
find some options for 
sorting your files. 
However, the fact that 
they’re sorted by name, 
size, type or date doesn’t 
change the order in 
which they are kept on 
disk — it only affects the 
order in which they are 
viewed in the relevant Sort by... your selection! 

window. You can use this option to your advantage when you're 
searching for certain items. 

If you happen to have a Mega ST or an ST/STE with a hardware 
clock attached (see our special offer pages if you fancy one), 
sorting by date is useful. The newest files are displayed at the top 
of the list - if you keep this option selected, the last documents 
you worked on will always be close at hand. 

Sorting by size places the largest files at the top of the window; 
sorting by name puts them in alphabetical order with A at the top 
and Z at the bottom. 

Sorting by type is another alphabetical sort but this time using 
only the three letters after the dot, otherwise known as the file 
extender. The latter is the best option for day to day use as like 
files are always grouped together. 


OWN 


AUTO folder to raise the limit up to 999 folders if you want, though this is 
really only likely to benefit hard drive owners as floppy owners will have to 
work pretty hard to use that many folders. Whether you use it or not, a quick 
reset once in a while isn't a bad idea as this flushes the buffers completely. 


SLIDING AROUND 


The slider bug is more noticeable in some programs than in others. When you 
move the mouse over to the slider bar, intending to click once on the grey 
area to move the window contents up and down, TOS 1.04 and the STE TOS 
1.6x will occasionally interpret the single click as a double click and move the 
slider bar two notches instead of one, There’s a small patch program called 
BUTTNEIX that removes the problem. 


NO GO 


Another occasional bug rears its head when you try to run .PRG files by 
double clicking on the icon. Once in a while, TOS will fail to spot the .PRG 
extender and offers you the Show/Print/Cancel dialogue box instead as if it 
were an ordinary text or binary file, if this happens, select “cancel” and repeat 
the operation until it works. As it is so infrequent, it isn’t really worth 
patching, but it’s just as well to be aware of it. 


goct by 
Sort by 
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disks unsuccessfully in the past, the 
chances are that you will have come 
up against puzzling dialogue boxes. 
Before we look at the right way to 
approach the subject, let’s look at the 
way disks are formatted, as this has a 
direct bearing on the problems that 
new users come up against. 


THE FACTS 


A brand new 3.5 inch floppy disk has 
No structure on it so it can be used in 
any machine that uses 3.5 inch disks. 
However it has to be formatted 
before information can be written to 
it, GEMDOS, the part of the ST’s 
operating system that handles disks, 
formats a floppy disk so that it has 80 
tracks, each of 9 sectors. A double- 
sided disk will thus have 80 lots of 9 
sectors on two sides, giving a total of 
1,440. As 512 bytes of information 
can be stored in each sector, this 
gives us a storage capacity of 
737,280 bytes, However, one track 
per side is used for information about 
the layout of the disk itself which 
leaves us with 1,422 sectors 
ot 728,064 bytes for our data, In fact, 
there’s a bug in TOS that hides 2,048 
bytes from the operating system so if 
you format a blank, your ST will 
report only 726,016 bytes free. So 
what's a few bytes between friends? 

Now it is possible to make more 
room on a floppy disk simply by 
increasing the number of tracks 
and/or sectors. The ST Review cover 
disk, for example, has 10 rather than 
9 sectors on each track, allowing 
almost 100Kb more to be squeezed 
onto the disk. Unfortunately if you try 
to copy the cover disk onto a blank 
disk formatted in the normal way, 
you will end up with the dreaded 
error message — disks have to be of 
the same type for the desktop 
copying operation to work. 

The answer? Format the destina- 
tion disk with the same number of 
tracks and sectors as the original. 
Unfortunately the desktop dialogue 
box offers no options at all when it 
comes to formatting disks ~ you 
either format single or double-sided 
and that’s that. 

There are special formatting 
utilities that will format disks with 
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weird and wonderful formats, all the 
way up to 86 tracks and 12 sectors if 
you really want to live close to the 
edge! 

The problem is that you are 
unlikely to know how a given disk 
was formatted. The better option is 
to look for a good utility that both 
formats and copies disks, whatever 
format the original. The best bet is 
probably Fastcopy Pro, a commercial 
product from the FaST Club (0602 
455250), but there is a good 
freeware version called Fastcopy 3 on 
Disk UT,110 from the same source. 


BACKING UP 


To back up a disk, make sure you 
choose the following options. On the 
left select “Get Sectors Used” (this 
copies only the sectors that are 
actually in use so saving time), “Read 
Disk Config.” and “VerifyDestination” 
(this is a double check to ensure 
accuracy). “Fast Format Destination” 
is an option that can speed up dis 
access 

Click on the Copy Disk button, put 
the source disk in the appropriate 
drive and then click on “OK” in the 
dialogue box. As the disk is read, the 
bars on the display are coloured light 
green. At some point you will be 
asked to insert the destination disk 
(more than once if you have a 520) 
and the written sectors will be 
displayed in black. 

Other features of Fastcopy make it 
even more attractive. By deselecting 
“Read Disk Config.” the program can 
be forced to format a destination disk 
with the number of tracks and sectors 
specified on the right hand side of 
the screen. This means you can copy 
the contents of a single-sided disk 
onto a disk with an extended format, 
making more room for data files and 
so on. 

Place your single-sided disk in the 
drive, deselect “Read Disk Config.”, 
set the destination format to 80 
tracks and 10 sectors and copy the 
disks in the usual way. Your 
single-sided disk with, for example, 
300Kb of data and very little free 
space has now been copied onto a 
double-sided disk with over 450Kb 
free space on it! 
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Way to go - Fastcopy 3 about to be set into action... 
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ACCOUNTS 

IAI Biz Accounts (Demo) 
W140 Accounubility 

1722 Invoice Master 

U34 Double Sentry Accounts 


AMATEUR RADIO 
0679 Morse Tutor 


C13 Hambase (Mono) 
Cl] PK232 Fax (Mono \Mb) 
C10 Packet System 


ART & GRAPHICS 

A703 Printing Press (English) (Mono !Mb) 
A704 Printing Press Support 
A684 Ramworld 2 

A680 Clip It 

A692 Pieswitch 1, Paintpot 
A736 Gemview 

A737 Pad (Mono IMb) 
ATS. Electronic Art 

‘77 Mini Draft 

A73_ PChrome 

A72 Crack Ant (1Mb) 

Al Art Tutor (1Mb) 

AT0 Autoplay 

A66 View Gif 

A64 KDoodler 

AGS. Colourburst Il 

A6| Electronic Image 
‘AS9. Mandelbrot Adventure 
Fractal Chaos 

Image Manager 

Sprite Studio 

Low Cost Cad (Demo) 
Format Converters 
Animate 

Hypertext 

StCad 

Doodle 

Ani ST 

Fractal Zoom 
Printmaster Library 
Degas Extras 

Palette Master 


ASTROLOGY 
U100 Astro 22 
U95 Astro Selection 


ASTRONOMY 

ULIS Suurgate (Mono) 

U6 Planets 

U35_ Planetarium 

G137 Solar System Geography 


BUDGIE UK 

We stock the entire range of Budgie 
UK disks ~ Please see our catalogue for 
full details or order by title. 


BBS 
U48 Citadel 
43 Mini BBS, Stamet 


(CHEMISTRY 

U64 Lewis 123 (Mono) 

62. Chemistry — various 

U60 Welcome to chemistry (not ST) 


CLIP ART 

Lots of clip art in our A-Z guide 
including: 

CATO0S Business 

A706 Dogs 

CA707 Famous People 


COMMUNICATIONS 

Cl Uniterm 

C8 Vanterm 

C7 PC Intercom, Flying Start 


COOKERY 
US4 Assistant Chef 


DATABASES 
vastbase (S/W) 


Card ST 
DB Master 
U9 First Base 


DESK ACCESSORIES 
UL14 Deskpac Plus 
097 Mouse Tricks 
US9 Selection of DA’s 


TEL: 0983 756056 Ei 
FAX: 0983 755800 = 


Disks: 1=£2.50 2-5=£2each 6-9=£1.80each 10-19=£1.60 each 20+=£1.40 each 


MT SOFTWARE 


PUBLIC DOMAIN, LICENCEWARE, 
SHAREWARE FOR ATARI ST/STE 


5Disks=£10 10Disks=£16 20 Disks = £28 


THE A-Z OF PD, LICENCEWARE + SHAREWARE 


Our printed A-Z Guide details all the disks listed below plus many, many more. 


The guide is supplied FRE! 


send 3 x Ist class stamps. 


US7 DC Shifter & Aces 
U24 Mou: 


DISK & VIRUS 

U114 Sagrotan Virus 

U104 Compacters 

99 Mug Utilities 

U93 Hard Disk Utilities 

U31 Quick Disk Utilities 

029. Superboot 8 

U27 Undelete & others 

UI6 Fasteopy 3 & Hypocopy 2 


EDUCATION 
G735 School not Schoo! 

G701 Sticky Picture, Weather 

G731 Scrabble (1Mb) 

G733 Painting Book, Colouring Book 
G734. Maths Circus, Eat Words 
G709 Chunnel 

G710 Sounds Exciting 

G674 From Pics to Parliament 

G673 Franglais 1-6 

G666 Master Time 

G665 Magic Story Book 

G664 2nd World War 

G302 USSR 1900's 

G391 USA 1900's (2 disks) 

G243. Computer School 

G187 Noah 

G199 GCSE Maths 

G142 Dot2 Dot, Kidcolour, Kidshape 
G139 Mix ‘n Match 

G138 Body Shop 

G135 Geography Tutor 

G134 The Search 

G133 Zoo Maker 

G132 Butterfly in the Park, Me First 
GOR” Shipwreck 

G94 Colouring Book 

G79_ Racing, Monkeys & Balloons, 
Spectral Souey 


G41 Kidmusic, Kidpiano, Kidgraph, 
Kidgrid 2 
G36 History File (3 disks) 


G23_Kidpublisher, Kidsong, Numeric 
Go Round, Braile 

G22 Kidpotato, Kidsabe, Kidsketch, 
Kidstory 

G16 Maths Made Easy 


ELECTRONICS 
U92 Electronics. 
ATH Electronic Art 


FILMS 
U75 Film File 


FONT DISKS. 

Our A-Z. Guide feutures huge selection 
of fonts for: 

Calamus 

Easy Text Plus/Pro 

Signum 

Pagestream 

Publishing Partner 

Write On & That's Write 


FOOTBALL 

U105 Plan Reader Suite 
U109 Poolwise 

UB8 Football Data 


GAMES ~ ADVENTURE. 

G738 The Obscure Naturalist 

G739 Shadow of the Gallows 

G744 Hammer to Fall 

G745 Underworld | +2 

G650 Treasure of the New King 
G662 Pegasus (Mb) 

G661 Slayer (IMb) 

G660 Black Dawn 

G651 Wish You Were Here, Wizards 
Dungeon 

G26! Eaglestar 

G250 Grandad 1 

G235 Everyday 

6206 Don't Bank On ft 

G158 Pyramid of Muna 

159 Battle of Philip Against Forces of 
Creation 


G160 Underground Adventure 
G162 Tamoret 

G16! Sir Ramic Hobbs & The High 
Level Gorilla 

G165 Quest for the Holy Grail 
G166 Dragon Slayer 

G167 Son of Stageyright 
GI68 House of the O's 

G169 Fast Lane 

G170 Crusade Adventure 
GI71 Adventures of Alice 


G174 Elfs Adventure 
G175 Star Portal 

G176 Pork 

GI77 Easter Egg Hunt 
GI79 Ghost Town 

G180 A Fable 

G197 Operation Blue Sunrise 
G208 The Mystic Well 
G14 Dungeon Quest 
G96 Dudieys Dilemma 
G87 Tark 

G84 Elvern Crystals 
G78 Time Adventure 
G75 Nethack (IMb) 
GS3 Assassin 

G52 Invasion 

G38 Wizards Tower 
G37 Under Berkwood 
GIS. Once a King 

G6 Darkness in Forever 


GAMES - COLOUR 

G730 GNU Graphical Chess 
G711/712 Grandad in Search of 
Sandwiches 

G728 Building Trouble, Sub Hunt 
G732 Spin the Wheel 

GT41 Grav 2 

G742 Card Games 

G743 Matchplay Darts 

G77 Hypnotic Lands 

G68S Software Projects 

GO87 Midi Zap 

G688 Rebound 

G690 Kubes 

G749 Chaos 

G713 Neuromorph 

G714 Psycho Pig 2 (2 disks) 


aster 
G717 Nostram 
G67 Course Fisherman (1Mb) 
G639 Money Mania 
G658 Tower Power 
G656 Recoil 
G635 Megapede, Mrs Munchie (1Mb) 
G268 Hardcore 
G267 Fast Freddy 
16 Board Games 
5 Siam Railway Sims 
3 Hacman 2 (IMb) 
8 Plax Attack, Byte Man, Air to Air 
Combat 
G257 Fruit Pursuit 
G256 Jiggers 
5 All Square 

4 Wildeut 
253 Gone to the Dogs 
G240 Fly Robin Fly 
G239 Star Corp (IMb) 
8 Haunted House 
7 Ruthless 
G234 KO2 Team Editor, Hyper Fighter 
G233 Compendium 
G232 Revenge of Mutant Camel 
G213 Mystics 

212 Number Guesser 
G210 Chess. Blaster, Poker 

202 Zedonoid. 
G20] Pop Music Challenge 
G196 Llamatron 
G195 Casewars 
GISI Daniels Dengeon 
G147 Jitterbug 
G146 Bonk the Gonk 
G44 Fly Over 
G41 Boxing Champ 
G123 Tracker 


WITH ALL ORDERS. If not ordering then please 


G122 Overlander 
GLI7 Key to Atiantis 

G127 Battle Command 

G126 Wheel of Fortune 

G124 The Name Game 

GI19 Colour Chess 

GI11 Masterbreak, Chess Escape, 
Battleships 

G105 Jokes 

G104 Bermuda Race 2 

G103 Top of the Pops 

G102 Stumped 

G101 League Soccer 

G82 Yahtzy 

G61 Stocks & Bonds 

G44 Flight Simulator 

G43 Treasure Search 

G19 ST Vegas 

G2 Strip Breakout 


GENEALOGY 
U109 Tree 

USS Newgen 
U68 Genealogy 


HORSE RACING 
UII6 Formfinder 


KNITTING 
U442 Knitting Patterns/Puncher (not 
STE) 


MUSIC - KAWAI 
M42. Kawai KI Editor 
M7I_ Kawai K4 Editor 
M718 Kawai KI Sounds 


MUSIC- KORG 
M72. MIIMIR Voice Ed (1Mb) 


MUSIC — QUARTET 
MS4 


Music + Samples 
Music (9 pieces) 
Music Files 
50 Samples, 
Samples + Songs 


MUSIC ~ ROLAND 

M49_ Roland D10/20 Ed (Mono) 
MI7_ Roland DS0 Ed 

M691 Roland D5 Patches 

M8 __ Roland MT32 Ed 

M718 Roland MT32 Sounds 
M38 Roland Juno 1/2 Ed 


MUSIC - SAMPL 
M68 Sound Merlin 
M24 Programming 
M20. Sample Player 


MUSIC - SCORE WRITING 
M67_ Final Score (Mono IMb) 
M39_ ST Score (Mono IMb) 
M693 Schoenberg Composer 


MUSIC - SEQUENCERS 
M7 Accompany ST 

MI Midi Sequencer 

MSS _ 16 Track Sequencer 


MUSIC - TRACKERS 
MS3_ TBS Tracker 
M30 Noise Tracker 
MS6_ Equinox Tracker 


MUSIC - YAMAHA 

M72 QY10 Manager (Mono) 
M73 S¥22 Voice Ed (Mono 1Mb) 
MSO. DX/TX Voices 

M39 Yamaha 40p Editor 

M13 PSS 680/780/790, 

M10. FBOI Voice Ed 

M9 TX812 Ed 


MUSIC - OTHER 

M65. Music Tutor 

MSS. Electric Chord Dictionary 
M31 The Midi Guide 

M52. Midi Music Maker 

‘M40 Midi Xmas Songs 

M14 Midi Channel Score (Mono) 


PROGRAMMIN¢ 
WRITING 

ps2 TADS 

P5 Adventure Writing System 
P50 C Adventure Toolkit 

P70_ STOS Adventure Creator 
P663 AGT 

G95 AGT Companion 


PROGRAMMING - ASSEMBLER 
P54 Turbo Assembler (1Mb) 
PIS 68000 Assembler 


~ ADVENTURE, 


PROGRAMMING C 
P682_Heat N Serve C 

P19 Sozoban C (2 Disks) 

P51 C Information 

P50 C Adventure Toolkit 

P49. C Database Toolkit 

P23. C Tutorial 

P20 C Compiler 

PIT C Programs 

P8 Graded C Programs (2 Disks) 


PROGRAMMING = GEM 
P56 Professional Gem 

P55 Gem Classics 

P40 Gemdos Users Guide 

P43 Hitch-hikers Guide to Bios 
P14 Gem Information 


PROGRAMMING - GFA 
2652. V3 Graphics Source Code 
653. V3 Music Source Code 
P73 Autozest (Mono) 

P63 GFA Expert 

P38 GFA Tutorial 

P58 GFA User Source Code 
P39 GFA V2 Programs 


PROGRAMMING -STOS 
P720 STOS Extensions 

P727 Guide to Writing STOS 
Extensions 

P675. STE Source Code 
Rasters + Borders Code 
Adventure Creator 
Command Reference 
STE Upgrader 

P61 Stos Sound FX 

Stos Speaktext 

Stos Sound Tracker 
Shoot-em-up kit 

Stos Programs 


SPEECH SYNTHESIS 
U94 Digispeech 
U74 Smooth Talker 


SPREADSHEETS 
U126 Sheet v3.2 

U0 Gemeale 

U78 Sheet 2 

U42 Opus 2000 (IMb) 
U30. ST Sheet 


STE ONLY 
‘A654 E Painter 

G264 Labotomy Invaders (1Mb) 
G260 Blat 

STE] DMA Sample Player 
G681 Operation Garfield 

M719 STECD Player 


TYPING TUTORS 
U41 2 Typing Tutors 


WORD PROCESS! 
WP26 DbWriter (Mono) 

WPI ST Writer v4.8 + Spelicheck, 
Mailmerge, Word Count 
WPIOFirst Word + Speilcheck + 
Mailmerge, Word Count 

WP26 DbWriter (Mono) 

WPI Fastword 

WP3 Disk Mag Maker 

WP6 Printer Drivers 

WP24 HP Drivers 


OTHER DISKS 

1.U700-1001 Practical Money Making 
Suggestions 

U708 Calendars + Organisers 

U702 Food + Wine 

721 Ponds + Water Gardens 

U746 Creative Video Titles 

U748 Chat XXX = Shares Trading 


MT SOFTWARE 


LOTS OF EXCITING PRODUCTS 


FOR YOUR ATARI ST/STE 


Europe: add 10%. World: add 25% 


SOFTWARE PACKS 


Each pack consists of 6 double 
sided disks 


Rd Packs £7.95 each 


14 complete adventure games 
covering a wide range of subj 


ADVENTURE GAMES | 


[ACTION GAME 
Ss 9 es 9 
cai eaCalia aap 


BUSINESS 


For home ar office ~ WP 


spreadsheets, orga 


EDUCATION 1 


EDUCATION 2 
More educational fun for 3. 
olds — lots ¢ 


here. 


CLIP ART 
Hundreds of images for use with 
your favourite desktop publisher 


CALAMUS FONTS 1 
Over 100 new fonts for use with 


DTP 


Calamus 


CALAMUS FONTS 2 
Another 120 new fonts for use with 
| Calamus DTP (all tested) 


ART — Requires IMb 
Art programs, tutors, fractals, 3D, 
animation, virtual worlds, ete 


MUSIC + MIDI 
Sequences, mt 
players, midi info c 


“STE Requires IMb 
ST 


umes, STE Art, STE Music, 


} 
| STE Demos, ec 
— 
| 


{ 

| GFA Programming 
i} General tutorials, 
\ 


a | STOS Programming | 
What pack ad | 
seech, STE programming 


C Programming 
Sotoboa CC Tux + gras 
programs and ino 


hics and mus 


lots of source code 


Ei nf 37 ye thm own TEXT PROFESSIONAL 


Requires 1Mb memory 


A fully featured desktop publishing system — user 
| defined page size, import and re-size various clip 

ments, incorporate 
vector objects, headers, footers, columns, auto 
page numbering, etc. Complete with 135 page user 


art formats, import WP doc: 


manual and telephone support 
RRP: £39.95 


OUR PRICE £29.95 


: 0983 756056 
0983 755800 


MT SOFTWARE LEADING THE WAY IN THE UK 


The Beginners € sTOS reader in 


te f 


STOS BASIC 


STOS Int 
able to use 


pre 


Award winning DTP Systems 


EASY TEXT PL 


can 


as 


‘* ST Format — Gold Award ® 
# ST User ~ Blue Chip Award * 


“OUR PRICE 


Greensward House, 
The Broadway, 
Totland, 1OW, 
PO39 OBX 


THE BEGINNERS GUIDE TO STOS BASIC 


618 Page, ring bound course manual + 2 double sided disks 


GAMES: Learn how 


GRAPHICS: Learn 
rough to full 


EDUCATION: Le 


un how 


£29.95. 2» 


(Total price: £32.95) 


EASY TEXT VECTOR 


Requires 2Mb Mem/Hard Disk/Speedo GDOS 


A brand new version of Easy Text Professional 
that works with Speedo GDOS (Bitstream Vector 
Font System), Text can be rotated to any angle and 


any point size up to 999 point (72 poin 


inch), Five different view sizes. Specification same 


Text Professional. 
RRP: £39.95 


_ OUR PRICE £34.95 


Mr. Smart's BIG TIME | 


The largest suite of educational programs ever released for 
Atari ST/STE 


Twenty five, yes 25!, educational games for 5-11 year olds. 


Complete with video tape detailing the various games and how to use them 


TWENTY FIVE SEPARATE GAMES 


+ SPOKEN CLOCK 
+ GRID WORK 2 

+ TILL PLUS 

+» PICTURE POP-UPS 
* SEA COLOUR 

+ UP THE POLE 

+ NUMBER FRIENDS 


* }2 HOUR CLOCK 
GRID SUMS | 
TILL, MINUS 
WORD MEMORY 
*® SHAPE MATCH 
* COUNTRY WIDE 


#4 HOUR CLOCK * GRID WORK | 
* LOST LETTERS 

+ WORD POP-UPS 

A SHAPE 

DY BUILDER 
HADOW MASTER 


+ PIC 
+ STRELT WISE 
* CITY SLICKER 


TURE MEMORY 


+ St 


EDUCATION IS FUN —- SO LEARN WHILE YOU'RE YOUNG... 


SOFTWARE/VIDEO PACK 


£24.95 inc pan) 


ESSENTIAL 
wi 


"My advice is simple. Buy it!"” 


BUY -ST REVIEW 
rtainly holds their attention" 


oe 
ee ee 
mm. 


INTRODUCING ST 
MACHINE CODE 


\ 400:page book plus disk that provide a complete 
introduction to machine code programming on the 
ST/STE 
THE EASY WAY - 

“STEP 

ext editor, assembler, debugger. 
n kit and all the examples 

featured in the book. 


RRP: £19.99 OUR PRICE: tA 


WITH FREE CODE DISK 


The disk conta 
resource construct 


IMPRINT | 


For quality colour and mono printouts 


Cut out the screen area you want printed and | 
vary the printout size or print the full screen, | 
Portrait or landscape possible. | 
Mono — Only £9.95 (RRP: £106.95) | 
Colour - Only £13.95 (RRP: £15.95) _/ 


FAMILY ROOT, 


yy Roots is the program for anybody 
interested in Genealogy 


Family Roots uses a unique combination of 
ereen graphics and integrated database with 
full printer support 


Only £24.95 


fender P&P and labels 
ST/STE Falcon Dust Cover. 
Deluxe Mouse Mat.. 
100 Standard Disk Labels... 
100 Tractor Disk Labels.. 
200 Address Labels. 


SOFTWARE AUTHORS 


Our catalogue will be mailed to some 
26,000 Atari customers during 1994 and 

products could be included in it. We 
ave looking for PD, Shareware and 


| products for commercial publicaton. Please 
| send submissions for the attention of Tania 


Worldwide Distribution 


ST SOURCE 
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Desk File  Uptions 
F :? \NEW_SCAN\BEAR_SAX. IMG 
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Hyper Paint can load .IMG files and add colour to scanned 
mono pictures. The Fill is only effective in the visible area so 
be prepared to scroll around. The resolution difference 

means that the picture appears much bigger than in mono. 


FINE 


AR’ 
oe YY 


This month, Keith Berry looks at 
getting the best out of Atari’s 
Hyper Paint package... 


N 


~Desk 


ite Cottons —= 


istributed by Atari, Hyper 
D«:: has been bundled 
with the STE as part of 

the Family Curriculum 2 pack 
for some time and so is prob- 
ably to be found in more soft- 
ware collections than any other 
graphics utility. 

It is usable on any ST or STE 
system, irrespective of memory size, 
and in all three resolutions. GDOS 
must be installed or it will refuse to 
load files, displaying a complaining 
dialogue box to that effect. Support 
is there for several selectable file 
types: Neochrome, Degas (com- 
pressed and normal) and .IMG files 

This latter facility is probably its 
most useful feature. An .IMG file, 
unlike the others named, is not 
confined to its originating resolution, 
so that a file drawn or scanned in 


monochrome can be loaded while 
in medium or low resolution 
This enables such an image to 
be coloured from within 
Hyper Paint and edited using 
its Magnifier. This is one the best 
in the business, allowing as it does 
the selection of colour, magnification 
level and screen position, all without 
leaving the zoom facility, The result- 
ing picture when saved becomes an 
XIMG colour .IMG file, which can be 
output to a colour printer using a 
program such as ImageCopy, though 
there may be problems matching the 
colour palettes, 


DIFFERENT SCREENS 


There is a “Workstation Manage- 
ment” screen which handles up to 
ten workscreens, and you can move 


Desk 
SZ Filetype 
Pen 
Brush 
rag 
Pi 
Blocks 
Shapes 
6x6 | Zoom 
Sxl Aster. 
v Dut 


ch__ 
Typewriter 


TEXT OPTIONS 


Orientation k © 
Style Sk 
Writing Mode GL 


q 
BUNNIES EE 
DMASOTNAS 

i) 

° 

nt 

ci 

ry 


Cancel 
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If you have a suitable GDOS driver for your printer you can 
output pictures and text. Select Text from the Options menu 
and then Font from the Text Options one to choose a loaded 
GDOS font and its size. Attributes can be changed by selecting 


Style from the same menu. 


es 
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Text, 
Text, 


TEXT OPTIONS 
Font 


Hyper Paint Tutorial 


Swiss, Bold Italic 


Eee 
payaau| 
Bat 


Set 


MISC OPTIONS 


orkstation Managenent 


Copy mode: 


LPI 


.IMG size 


Copy 
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By selecting Orientation from the Text Options menu you can add 
text to your pictures in all four compass directions simply by 
selecting the relevant arrow icon from the menu (not shown here). 
Colours can be selected while entering text or solid filled later. 


from one screen to another simply by 
pressing the ST’s function keys, but 
only screen 1 can handle .IMG 
pictures larger than screen size. 
Sections from screen 1 can, however, 
be cut by the block function and 
copied to other screens. The palette 
of a newly-loaded picture file does 
not affect the pictures already in 
other screens. 

The size and shape of screen 1 can 
be set from a choice of four alterna- 
tives and text can be added to 
provide a simple “DTP” page of text 
and graphics. If you have a suitable 
GDOS driver for your printer, you can 
use the supplied Output program to 
print such a page. 

A later version, Hyper Paint 2, 
makes use of the STE’s extended 
colour palette. The limitation of six- 
teen colours remains, but sixteen 


shades of a single colour are now 
possible, filling in the gaps that were 
jumped by the earlier ST models. 


HINTS 'N’ TIPS 


In use, a simple right click toggles 
you back and forth between the 
full screen mode and the GEM draw- 
ing window with its icons and 
drop-down menus. 

Most functions can be implement- 
ed in full screen mode by means of 
the <Alternate> key and various key- 
strokes, which are shown in the drop- 
down menus. It’s a good idea to 
write these down as they are simply 
in alphabetical order with no refer- 
ence whatsoever to the feature they 
serve; <Alternate><V>, for example, 
represents “Outline”! 

There are some interesting block 


Deck Fite Options 


*Balal 


Cancel 


Clear 


oK 


Up to ten screens (called “Workstations”) can be employed, each 
with its own palette if necessary. Pressing <Alternate><E> for the 
management screen shown allows you to copy the palette, image or 
both from your current screen to the one selected from here. 


functions but an idiosyncrasy is that 
most are greyed out in the menu 
until a block is actually cut out of the 
picture. After a Cut, the Paste 
function operates automatically and 
the floating cutout has to be carefully 
clicked back exactly into place. If not, 
a subsequent Outline function, for 
example, will work on the image in 
the location where the image was, 
not where it is now! 

The Smooth function blurs the 
image, and an idea for a picture 
immediately suggests itself. A back- 
ground is drawn in “Workstation 1”, 
the whole screen picture is subjected 
to the Smooth block function — you 
can activate it more than once 
to increase the effect - and the 
foreground is drawn separately in 
another workstation but with the 
same palette. The detail in this screen 


is subjected to the Outline function 
to sharpen it up, and then Cut and 
Pasted to Workscreen 1, with the 
aim of producing a sharp foreground 
that visually stands out from its 
background. 

Enhance the difference by using 
cool colours (blues) in the back- 
ground and warmer colours (reds, 
oranges) for the foreground. Save 
each stage to disk for security, and 
if the Cut section blots out too 
much of the foreground, check that 
Transparent is selected in the Block 
Function menu Paste mode. 

If your copy of Hyper Paint has 
remained largely unused since its 
brief examination when you first 
bought your computer, whip it out 
and have another look, particularly if 
you have some mono .IMG files to 
play with... 
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This month, 
Ofir Gal looks at 
how to get the 
most out of 
Winx, a utility 
that ST Review 
gave away with 
issue 21... 


trated mainly on utilities for hard 

disk owners. So to balance up 
the score, the next few instalments of 
Top Notch are dedicated to utilities 
that will greatly enhance your system, 
regardless of the setup. 


WINX 


Pronounced “win-ex”, this system 
patch is becoming increasingly 
popular and some programmers even 
go to the length of including it with 
their programs. But what is Winx all 


T: last two issues have concen- 


File Olock Seach Window Parameters inte 


2 mininten eunber of window frane element 
3 Opening and topping a window 
{30d redraw for, topping 


18 Scraliptelle mit Scrat bowen ( 
UI Fenater auch Cinks aue Bstdechirn 
12 Fehlerhalle Fensterposition und “(=p 


or eal 
The only windsor Tenet ton 


ch may be called with an 
handle without getting an error report is wind get(UF 


about? 

It works by altering GEM, 
the part of the operating 
45” system that provides you 
TE” with the desktop, windows, 

dialogue boxes, menus and 
icons. To provide a program's visual 
side, a programmer can ask GEM to 
do the hard work. This in turn 


Winx allows 
you to Move ow 
windows off 
the left edge 

of the screen. 

Perhaps 
MultiTOS 
will catch up 
one day... 


ERDBEERE.TN1 


Under WinX, you can use local switch 10 to position the 
scroll arrows at the bottom corner of the window. 


sind get O/uind set 


Activating (or “topping”’) the window on the left causes it to fully 
redraw, With WinX installed, only the hidden overlapping region 


of the window is drawn. 


provides a consistent interface which 
is easy to learn but limits programs to 
the features that GEM is capable of. 
Adding extra features is very difficult. 
The classical example is the maxi- 
mum limit of seven windows ~ there 
js no easy way of getting more 
windows on screen. This problem 
exists in all versions of TOS except 
TOS 4.0x on the Falcon, where the 
number of windows is limitless. Or 
maybe not — Falcons tend to lock up 
after displaying the fifteenth window! 

WinX has many features, including 
an increase in the number of 
windows to 40. In addition, Winx 
supports all the latest AES enhance- 


ments, which brings many of the 
Falcon’s advantages to older TOS 
users, and has the advantage of 
optimising screen redraws, effectively 
speeding up the display a little. 
Windows can be moved off the left 
side of the screen and you can even 
scroll and move background 
windows without having to make 
them active first. WinX also cures an 
annoying bug that appears in several 
TOS versions including 2.06, 3.06 
and Falcon TOS. 

This bug prevents you from 
scrolling text in a window that 
belongs to an accessory like STeno 
or SpiritEd. In short, installing Winx is 


a good idea if you tend to use 
GEM-based applications. 


INSTALLING WINX 


Winx is not a standard Auto folder 
program as it requires GEM to be 
loaded into memory first. Normally, 
GEM resides in the ROM chips that 
contain the operating system and so 
cannot be altered. GEMRAM is a 
utility that loads GEM into RAM 
where WinX can get its hands on it. 
GEMRAM can also set the environ- 
ment variables as discussed last 
month. A surprising and useful fea- 
ture is the ability to load the GEM 
part of MuitiTOS without MiNT which 
means that you have the benefit of 
the latest AES with 3D buttons and 
an unlimited number of accessories 
without the speed penalty of 
multi-tasking. 

To install GEMRAM,PRG and 
WINX.PRG, copy them into your Auto 
folder in that order. Before you 
reboot, make sure that GEMRAM runs 
before Winx, and that you have also 
included WINX.INF in the Auto folder. 

The extra windows WinX provides 
only apply to programs, not the 
desktop which is capable of just four 
windows on old TOS versions and 
seven from TOS 2.xx onwards. 


CUSTOMISING WINX 


By customising WinX, you can get 
the best out of your system. Winx 
depends on your TOS version and 
some of its features require TOS 2 or 
later while other features are best 
turned off. 

Winx is fully configurable via 
WINX.INF, a plain text file with lots of 
German computer jargon and a few 
numbers. You can use any text editor 
to edit this as it includes a total of 25 
switches, each of which can be used 
to enable or disable a feature. Rather 
cleverly, the switches are divided into 
two groups: global and local. The 
global switches affect the whole 
system, and therefore all programs, 


TABLE 1 


A sample WINX.INF file with an explanation of the switches, 


# Global Switches 


#Gl 40 windows 

#2 Right mouse active 

#3; Left/right mouse swap 

#G4: Show selection of scroll arrows 
#65 Show selection of scroll bars 

#66: Show selection of move bar 

#G7; Show selection of sizer 

#G8: Wider frame for slider elements on 
#09: 

#G10: BackDrop function 

#G11; 3D window frame (AES GEM 3.31) 
#12: Fillpattem fix 

#G13: exec appl find fix 

GLOBAL =3-11- 


# Local Switches 


the window frame 


<Control> key while clicking on a window control element = Backdrop 


#ul Use control elements for background windows 
#12: Minimise number of window frame elements 

#13: Opening and topping a window sends WM_ONTOP, backdrop 
4 and closing sends WM_UNTOPPED 

#4 Optimized redraw for topping windows 

#15: Optimized redraw for moving windows 

#L6: Optimized redraw for sizing windows (AES 3.xx) 
aU: Optimized merging of redraw messages (AES 3.xx) 
#18: Alert for wrong AES parameters (AES 3.xx) 

#19: Scroll arrows location 

#110: Scroll boxes (AES 3.xx) 

#LI1: Windows off left edge 

#L12: Correct window position 


}- 5-6 7-12 


while the local switches can be set 
per individual program. This is useful 
if you find a program that is 
incompatible with certain features of 
Winx. 

The switches are listed in Table 1. 
The format of the file is simple; all 
switches are on by default and lines 
beginning with a hash (#) are 
ignored and used for comments. 


CONTROL PANEL 


Ver zOgerungszeiten 


Fok ff abbruch 
The CPX module with Winx lets you set the response speed of the 
scroll arrows and other window gadgets. 


GLOBAL SWITCHES 


Global switches are all controlled 
from one line of text that must start 
with GLOBAL=, followed by a list of 
switch settings. To disable a switch 
simply enter its number followed by a 
minus sign, For instance, you may 
wish to turn switch 3 off, which 
swaps the left and right mouse 


Top Notch 


buttons. Falcon owners who are not 
keen on the 3D window scroll bars 
can go back to the old style ones by 
disabling switch 11. Global switches 
are unlikely to cause compatibility 
problems, regardless of setting. 


LOCAL SWITCHES 


Local switches can be set for individ- 
ual programs, Wildcards are allowed 
so that CAL* would, for instance, 
refer to Calligrapher, Calamus and 
Calculator. if you use a “*", then this 
will apply to all programs, effectively 
providing a global effect. Local 
switch 8 is useful for programmers as 
it produces an alert whenever a 
program calls the AES with illegal 
parameters. This normally causes no 
problems and the alert just interferes 
with normal use — disable it. 

The first local switch allows moy- 
ing, sizing and closing of background 
windows; this should not cause prob- 
lems although some programs refuse 
to respond when in the background. 
Switches 4 to 7 optimise screen 
redraws in various ways, 

Under TOS, if two windows over- 
lap, topping one of them causes it to 
fully redraw which is painful with 
programs like Calamus or Pagestream. 
Under Winx, only the hidden portion 
of the window is redrawn, saving you 
time and patience. if you have a pro- 
gram that forgets to redraw parts of 
its windows, try disabling these 
switches as shown in the example for 
Calligrapher (CAL.PRG). 

Some switches require AES 3.x or 
later which is only found in Falcons 
and have no effect on older STs. 
Switch 11 allows windows to be 
dragged off the left edge of the 
screen — try it and see the effect. 
Switch 3 lets you “backdrop” 
windows by clicking once on their 
move bar, but this only works with 
some programs. GEMView and 
Connect, for example, support this 
feature and since MultiTOS also incor- 
porates it, we can expect many other 
programs to join in. 


Berliner Luft 


Gasgemisch zum Einatmen 


Nach Ablaut des Verfalidatums nicht mehr anwenden 


Most programs allow you to move, close and even scroll 
background windows when WinX is installed... 


Enjoying last 
month’s fantastic 
cover disk give- 
away? You'll like 
it even more after 
working through 
Mike Robinson’s 
tutorial 


Insert Tag 


Chapter List... 
Chapter Info... 
Goto 
Goto 


Prev Chapter 
Next Chapter 


Together... 


eoish lag Options... 


Text Onty Mode 
Set Text Printer.’ 


Text Only Mode transforms 
Calligrapher from a DIP 
style document processor 
into a versatile text cruncher. 
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ow that you've had a whole 

month to familiarise yourself 

with Calligrapher, it’s time to 
{ook at how to get the best out of the 
program. Calligrapher has a vast 
number of options and facilities and 
it’s easy to lose your way among 
them 


TEXT CRUNCHING 


Calligrapher is a document processor 
rather than a text editor or a word 
processor. The accurate display of 
on-screen fonts is what computer 
buffs call “processor intensive” - in 
other words, slow! There’s a solution; 
Calligrapher can pretend to be a 
simple word processor. To activate 
the “text cruncher” mode, go to the 
Format menu and select Text Only 
Mode. This abandons the nice text 
display in favour of the standard 
system font and much faster 
operation. 

It is best to use this mode when 
creating documents due to the clarity 
of display. You can then concentrate 
on the text and leave the style until 
later. Even in this mode, you can 
stil! use bold, or italics and other 


attributes. Load the SAMPLE.CAL file 
from the cover disk and try the 
various options that we cover 


through this tutorial 

in general, only use the <Return> 
key at the end of a paragraph and 
avoid separating paragraphs by blank 
lines, Calligrapher can do much 
better than that thanks to its custom 
line spacing. 

The program also has many 
hidden features to help you while 
preparing the text. One option is to 
swap the case of a character. A 
typical mistake is to type calligrapher 


Fite Edit Find Font 


fonts, Caltigreprer fonts Girfd Goto Prev chopier 
he way they create different 

Stonderd Sdos fonts contain int 
of character - 12, 18 and 24 pc 
actually stored as pictures, bi) 
dot-for-dot, \ike pictures in q 
Wont 9 different size of cher 

| character has to be ploun-up, 


| CaLtigrapher sotves this provt 
different description of the font whenever you sel a point 
size outside of the normal Gdos range. Uhen Cattigrapher is 
instatted, it places a set of files in the Gdos 
instettation which contain mathematical descriptions of the 
| fonts, rather than bit-mapped pictures of it. These 
| descriptions work in the sane way as object 
Uke the Caltigrapher Art 

facing the object on nd determining 
infernation ebout hou It iv styled, fitted 
or enbotdened and so an. 


| This magnification is significant, because atthough the 


| edges of the character look oll right at the size it wos 
[creates, unen you expand the character, you also 


Keep. Togethe 


It's best to write a document in the plain text mode and then 
switch to graphics mode prior to laying it out. 


instead of Calligrapher. If this 
happens, press and hold down the 
<Control> key and use the left arrow 
key to move back to the beginning of 
the word. Now with the <Control> 
key held down, press <S> and the 
“c" will be replaced with a capital 
“C". This also works the other way 
around, converting upper case letters 


the cursor a word at a time, Pressing 
<ClrHome> makes the cursor jump to 
the top of the document while 
<Shift><ClrHome> moves it to the 
end of the text. 


GRAPHIC TEXT MODE 


Once you have completed the text 


into lower case. 

The cursor (arrow) keys can be 
used in combination with <Shift> and 
<Control> to navigate through the 
text. Holding <Shift> down and 
pressing the left or right cursor keys 
moves you one paragraph backwards 
or forwards respectively. Doing the 
same with the <Control> key moves 


you can switch back to using the 
fonts. Select Graphic Text Mode 
from the same menu to revert to the 
document processing mode. Now it’s 
time to prepare for printout. 

First, select Mark All from the Edit 
menu and then choose the font you 
wish to use for the document from 
the font menu. You may wish to 


Left Tab 


Centre Tab 


"] 


4 
@) Right Tab 
(3 


Single Space 


9) 
($] Double space 
@) 


Custon Spacing 


f@ Lert atign 
PP) Right Atign 
centre atign 


|S] Decimal Tab [> Justity 


A] New Cotunn 


Double-clicking on a 

ruler reveals this dialogue 
box where tabs, columns 
and text justification 

can be set. 


Preferences 


Reasur ing Systen 


Ciens 


Set Startup] 


Show Graphic Size 


2 RS [iBackup Files 


display headings and sub headings in 
different point sizes or fonts; simply 
choose the relevant text by clicking 
and dragging the mouse over it 
followed by selecting a font. 

The next step is to format the text 
into shape. 


ABOUT THE RULER 


The ruler in Calligrapher determines 
the format of the text beneath it 
including line spacing, tabs, margins 
and so on, You can use as many 
rulers in a document as you like. 

The first step is to adju 
margins, as the default setting is by 


the 


no means ideal. Wide margins are 
created by simply dragging the right 
margin flag to the 6!/2” to 7” area 
Calligrapher automatically centres the 
text area, so there is no need to 
adjust the left margin. If you like, you 
can remove the paragraph indents by 
dragging the indent marker out of 
the ruler. This will align all text to the 
left 

The ruler offers many formatting 
options - double click on it to reveal 
them. Text is usually left-aligned, but 
you may prefer to use justified text 
which means that Calligrapher will 
stretch words so that all lines are 
equal in length, magazine-style. By 
default, Calligrapher only widens 
the spaces between words to achieve 
this effect, but it is also possible 
to automatically insert small gaps 
between letters inside words if 
needed. Select Display Options from 
the Format menu. There are three 


WAnti-skid Keys 


options in the resulting di 
under the Intra Word Justification 
heading. Select Allowed and exit the 
box by pressing “OK”. You will see 
the immediate effect on screen, Note 
that this option only works when 
using justified text. 


CUSTOM SPACING 


As you can see, Calligr 


er has many 
DTP-style features that allow you to 


produce attractive documents as 


opposed to plai printouts. If 


you are accu 
processor, 


a simple word 


ay tend to separate 
paragraphs with a sini 


line. 


Calligrapher has a better option 


~ double click or ind 
select the Custom Justification icon 


which pops up another dialogue box 


Here you can set the exact space 
between lines as well as bet 
paragraphs. A setting of 0 betw 
lines and 7 for paragraphs is 
starting point. Select “OK” to exit the 
dialogue box and Cal 
reformat the document using the 


en 


grapher will 


new settings. Try customising the 
justification to fit documents into a 


page. 


BOXES AND LINES 


Sometimes the best way to bring a 
reader's attention to some text is to 
place it in a box. This is very simple 
with Calligrapher. Place the cursor 
where you want the box to start and 
select the Box entry from the Box 
menu. There are four box styles to 


Calligrapher Tutorial 


New 
Open... 
Close 


4) . Save 


Save As... 


Find FI 


Insert Document... 
Insert Graphic... 
Show Info... 

Set Paper Size... 
Preview... 

acne Print... 


Quit 


The ability to use custom line spacing lets you separate 
paragraphs and improve the look and clarity of a document. 


x to end and select End Box 


determine t . from the same menu. It’s as simple 


using the as that! A box can be removed or 


Calligr modified by double clicking on its 
starting 3 at top left corner and simple horizontal 
the bottom of the document. h ines can be included in the same 
place the cursor where you want the way 


No problem - just 
turn to page 98 for 
information on how 
to order back issues. 
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THE EXTRAS 
LiL, NFive 


If you like our cover disk 
program, you might like to 


; Each typeface is listed by number and 
consider some of the add-ons... |) ee nn en eee to id, 


name. The number is necessary to identify 
the typeface disk — all typefaces must be 
ordered by number. Next to each name 

is the weight and styles available in the 
typeface. There is also a lead character 
which identifies the type of typeface: 


Manual All 368 pages, including a ring binder £19.99 
Upgrade Kit Complete Calligrapher Professional disk 
set, including English dictionary, 


Thesaurus, all five fonts and all printer B - Typefaces that are designed for 

drivers (including B)10e, NEC P6, Ricoh normal body text, 

1200 and PostScript) £24.99 D - Display typefaces for headlines 
Both £34,99 and larger sizes. 


C - Display typefaces that contain 

only capital letters. 
Most typefaces can be printed in any size 
from 6 to 128 points but Commercial 
Script cannot be printed less than 24 
points due to its complexity. 

If you have a hard disk and at least 2Mb 
of memory, Calligrapher displays vector 
typefaces on screen. 

You can only install one extra font if you 
have a floppy disk system in addition to 
those provided with the Upgrade Kit. 


French Including thesaurus £14.99 With a hard disk system the only 
German Including thesaurus £14.99 limitation is memory! 

Italian Includes Catalan but no thesaurus £9.99 

Spanish Including thesaurus £14.99 


MANUA £19.99 TO: STREV 8 OFFERS, PLEASE RUSH ME THE ITEM(S) AS TICKED IN THE BOXES OPPOSITE 

UPGRADE KIT £24.99 

MANUAL AND KIT 43499 | ENCLOSE TOTAL PAYMENT OF £ 
£9.99 
£14.99 
£9.99 
£24.99 NAME 


PAYABLE BY CHEQUE ) CREDIT CARD 


£19.99 
£9.99 
£14.99 
£14.99 
£9.99 


ADDRESS: 


POSTCODE 


4439 enn SS 5 = 


£1799 
23499 EXPIRY DATE 


£79.00 
£149.00 


SWITCH ISSUE NO. 


SIGNATURE 


DELIVERY — FREE Paying by CHEQUE or POSTAL ORL to CT ite your cheque 


CREDIT CARD ORDER LINE ~ OR FAX YOUR ORDER ~ order, For eceipt c ne 0480 891171 


Send your order to: ST REVIEW CALLIGRAPHER OFFERS, 7 VINEGAR HILL, ALCONBURY WESTON, HUNTINGDON PE17 5JA , 
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Bo01 
BO002 
B003 
Boo4 
DOOS 
DOO6 
DOO7 
boos, 
DOO9 
D010 
D012 
po13 
Do14 
C015 
BOL7 
8018 
BO19 
DO20 
DO21 
c022 
bo23 
c024 
DO25 
DO26 
0027 
B028 
BO29 
BO030 
BO31 
BO032 
DO33 
C034 
DO35 
DO36 
D039 
Bo40 
BO44 
D042 
BO43 
D044 


Washington Light 
Windsor 

Windsor Condensed 
Weiss Rundgotisch 
Vag Rundschrift 
Vivaldi 

Oladimir Serger 
Arnold Boecklin 
Arsis 

Alte Schwabacher 
Alternate Gothic 3 
Alternate Gothic 1 
Accolade Light 
american uncial 
Baskerville Normal 
Belwe Light 
Brittanic Extra Light 
Brush Script 
Blippo Black 
BINNER 


BROADWAY ENGRAVED 
Broadway 
Baskerville Old Face 
Bodoni Black 
Bodoni Antiqua 
Bodoni Antiqua Med 
Bodoni Condensed 

Berling 

Brittanic Medium 
Bodoni Ultra 
BALLOON 

Bernhard Antique 

Bernhard Fashion 

Cooper Black Bold 
Century Old Style 
Century Schoolbook 
Commerctal Scrpl 
Castle Book 

Cheltenham Bold Condensed 


BO45 
BO46 
BO047 
D048 
BO49 
DO50 
co51 
DO52 
DO53 
BO54 
BO55 
DO56 
DO57 
BO58 
BO59 
DOGO 
bo61. 
D062 
BO63. 
BO64 
DO65 
BO66 
BO67 
bo69. 
D070 
bo71 
co72 
co73 
DO74 
DO75 
co76 
co77 
Do78 
Do79 
DO80. 
BO81 
D082 
B084 
BO85 
BO86 


Eurostile 

Clearface Gothic 
COPPERPLATE 
COPPERPLATE CONDENSED 
Congress 

Caslon Graphique 
DAVIDA 

Dynamo 

Dom Casual 

Congress Bold 
Eurostile Expanded 
Egyptienne Bold Condensed 
Egyptienne Black Condensed 
Egizio 

Egyptienne 505 Light 
Fette Engschrift DIN 1451 
Flyer 

Franklin Gothic 
Garamond 

Garamond Condensed 

Gill Kayo 

Gill Serie Light 

Goudy 

Hobo 

Nedison Casuad 

Playhill 

STENCIL 

stOP 

Serpentine 
Thorowgood 
NSCOINID EES AUD 
THUNDERBIRD CONDENSED 
Latin Wide 
Murray Hill 

Park Avenue 

Maxima 

Old Towne No 596 

Raleigh 

Romana Demi Bold 
Stymie 
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ESSENTIAL 


to handle a form in a simple 

example program. While you 
could now go ahead and write a 
GEM application, there are various 
standard techniques that are used by 
most programmers and these 
can help you to get the most out of 
GEM. You will have to bear with 
me this month while | explain the 
basics of the AES. The information 
below is essential to writing GEM 
programs and will be invaluable 
when you attempt to write your first 
“proper” GEM application or desk 
accessory. 


A GEM TOOLKIT 


Most programmers tend to use a 
toolkit for GEM programming. No, 
not hammers and screwdrivers, but a 
selection of useful sub-programs and 
functions. Whatever purpose your 
GEM programs end up serving, you 
are always likely to need to know 
whether a button was selected, or to 
read the text a user entered in an 
editable text object. 

Instead of re-inventing the wheel 
each time, it is best to create a 


L: time we managed to get GEM 


HiSoft 


BASIC 
v2.10 
comes with 
a fully- 
fledged 
GEM 
toolkit. 
The source 
code took 
over two 
years to 
write... 


general routine once and import it as 
and when it’s needed. 

As a general rule, BASIC functions 
lend themselves to inquiry routines 
as in the examples above. Sub: 
programs also have an important role 
to play for changing an object 
attribute or entering default text into 
an object. 

HiSoft BASIC 2 comes with the 
HiSoft GEM Toolkit, which includes 
about 200Kb of BASIC source code 
with a vast selection of such routines 


TABLE 1 - THE OBJECT STRUCTURE 


Offset Name Type 
ob_next word 
ob_head word 
ob_tail word 
ob_type word 
obfiags word 
ob_state word 
ob_spec long 
ob_x word 
ob_y word 
ob_width — word 
ob_height word 


Info 

index of the object’s next sibling 
index of first child 

index of last child 

the object type (see table 2) 
mask of flags 

mask of state 

object spec — depends on object type 
x coordinate relative to parent 

y coordinate relative to parent 
width of object in pixels 

height of object in pixels 


TABLE 2 - OBJECT TYPES 


Name 
G_BOX 
G_TEXT 
G_BOXTEXT 
G_IMAGE 
G_PROGDEF 
G_1BOX 
G_BUTTON 
G_BOXCHAR 
G_STRING 
G_FTEXT 
G_FBOXTEXT 
G_ICON 
G_TITLE 


Value 
20 
2 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 


28 
29 
30 
31 
32 


The paradox of such a toolkit is that 
it is of little use unless you have a fair 
idea of how it works, and the best 
way to learn about a toolkit is to 
create one yourself 

While you do not have to go to 
the trouble of creating such an elabo- 
rate one, taking the first few steps 
will not only help create better GEM 
programs, but will also teach you 
good programming techniques and 
style. Once you have such a toolkit, 
GEM programming is plain sailing. 


STATE OF AFFAIRS 


As you know from last month's 
tutorial, each object has a so-called 
structure associated with it. The 
structure is actually a special type of 
array that contains values represent- 
ing the various aspects of the object. 
Once you know the start address of 
the structure, you can PEEK or POKE 
any of the structure elements to read 
it or write to it 

Table 1 lists all the elements of 
an object structure. Each struc 
contains 10 words (whose values are 


limited within the range of 0 to 
32,767) and one long which contains 
the object specification. Before we 
get into the object spec, let’s look at 
the other ten values which are 


common to all objects, regardless of 
type or attribute. The first three are 
of no immediate concern. They 
contain information which FNform_do 
uses while handling a dialogue box. 
The fourth field is the object type 
(see table 2). This is not normally 
used 

OF most interest are the next three 
fields. The first contains a mask of the 
object flags which you will rarely 
need to use. The next field contains a 
mask of the object state, The object 
state can be changed by the user, 
normally by selecting it. Table 3 lists 
the states and flags. This is followed 
by the elusive, but important, object 
spec field. Unlike the rest, this field 
contains a long value which is the 
address of the actual spec. What the 
spec contains varies greatly, 
depending on the object, and will be 
covered next time, 

The last four fields are of no 
interest to the novice GEM program- 
mer. Out of interest, they contain the 
screen coordinates of the object 


WHERE'S THE OBJECT? 


The key routine required for the 
toolbox is one that finds the address 
of the start of the object structure 
Once this is known, it’s fairly easy to 
PEEK or POKE the required field. It is 
customary and advisable to use the 
names of the objects as well as the 
names of the fields, rather than the 
actual values. It does take a little 
more time, but makes the code much 
easier to follow and debug. 

Indices or vaiues to match the 


Using a 
toolkit 
takes 
the hard 
work out 


programs, 
Once the 
routines 
are tested, 


you can 
almost 
forget 
about 


Programming In BASIC 


This month, Ofir Gal takes you 
on a guide through the nitty-gritty 
of GEM programming... 


TABLE 3 - OBJECT FLAGS 


Flag Name 
SELECTABLE 
DEFAULT 
Exit EXIT 
EDITABLE 
RBUTTON 16 
TOUCHEXIT 64 


Selectable 
Default 


Editable 
Radio Button 
Touch Exit 


Mask Value 


Hide HIDETREE 128 


TABLE 4 - OBJECT STATES 


Flag Name 
SELECTED 1 
CROSSED 2 
CHECKED 4 
DISABLED 8 
OUTLINED 16 
SHADOWED 32 


Selected 
Crossed 
Checked 
Disabled 
Outlined 
Shadowed 


Mask Value 


“The Crossed state has never worked properly and should not be used. 


object names are created with the 
resource editor and placed in the -H 
file. If you are using K-Resource you 
will need to convert them using the 
program KR2HB.TTP, as explained in 
the first part of this series, every time 
you modify the resource file 

If you look at the .BH (BASIC 
Headers) file you will see how it all 
works; just double-click on it to 
“Show” from the desktop. The file 
contains a simple list of CONSTants 
and each object name is matched 
with its actual index in the tree, and 
each tree also has a name and value. 
This makes it possible to call up trees 
and objects by name instead of a 
Meaningless number. K-Resource also 
produces a short comment for each 
‘object which you may find useful at 
times. 

You will notice from table 1 that 
each object flag or state has a name. 
This name is a standard laid down by 
Digital Research, the creators of 
GEM. Listing 1 shows an additional 
header file that contains these names 


~ there is no need to use the actual 
values. 

As an example, let’s look at 
reading the value contained in 
ob_flags. 

You will first need to obtain the 
address of the object and store it in a 
variable which must be a long — all 
memory addresses are a long. The 
next step is to add the CONSTant 
ob_flags to that address which gives 
you the address of the flags mask. 
Then PEEKW that address and the 
value returned is the flag. Sounds 
complicated? Well it is, which is 
exactly why you should write a 
routine to do and then forget all 
about it! 


CHECKING THE STATE 


This was explained briefly last month. 
The key to all object manipulation is 
writing the routines to do the job. As 
you know from last time, the first 
step is to obtain the address of the 
object tree that forms the dialogue 


AN EXAMPLE HEADER FILE 


CONST FORMI= 0 
CONST —OKBU 1 
CONST CANBUT= 2 
CONST EDIT 3 
CONST EDIT 4 
CONST EDIT3= 5 
CONST RADIOI= 6 
CONST RADIO2= 8 


' form/dialog 
‘BUTTON in tree FORM 
' BUTTON in tree FORM 
' FTEXT in tree FORM? 
‘ FTEXT in tree FORM1 
' FTEXT in tree FORM1 
' BUTTON in tree FORM 
‘BUTTON in tree FORMT 


box. Our example resource only has 
one tree, but typical GEM programs 
tend to use many different dialogue 
boxes, requiring several forms. 

To maintain compatibility with the 
HiSoft toolkit, declare the variable 
tree& as globally shared. This means 
that ail functions and sub-routines in 
the program will be able to access it 
without each of them having to 
declare it as SHARED. 

Listing 2 shows the most impor- 
tant sub-program in the toolkit 
— SelectTree. This takes one parame- 
ter, the name of the form, and puts 
its address into the global variable 
tree& which will be used later to 
manipulate specific objects. 


WHERE TO 
NEXT? 


Over the next few months we 
will gradually build a GEM 


toolkit while learning how GEM 
works. Meanwhile, readers are 
cordially invited to write in with 
suggestions for a simple GEM 
program to use in the tutorial. 
If your idea is chosen for the 
tutorial, you will receive a free 
copy of HiSoft BASIC v2.10. 


LISTING 1 


‘object stru 
CONST ob_next=0,ob_head=2,ob_tail=6,ob_t 
CONST ob_flags=8,ob_state=10,c 
CONST ob_x=16,0b_y 
‘object FL 
CONST mask_: 
CONST mask_rbutto 


ure 


gs mask val 


able=1,mask. 


16,mask_touchexit=64,mask_hidet 


‘object st mask values 
CONST mask_selected=1,mask 2,mask_checked=4 
CONST mask_disabled=B,mask ed=16,mask_shadowed 


LISTING 2 


The beginning of the GEM t 


DEFINT a-z 
LIBRARY "gemaes 


DIM SHARED tree, junk 


SUB SelectTree(VAL treeno 
junk=rsre_gaddr(0, tree 
END SUB 


No problem - just 
turn to page 98 
for information on 
how to order 

back issues. 
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ST SOURCE 


created a program to purge a path 

of all backup files (PURGE.C), This 
program used a simple string input 
interface, based on the ANSI C library 
functions printf() and gets(). The 
task for this tutorial is to replace this 
with a dialogue box. 

Using K-Resource, as featured on 
the cover disk of the February issue 
(see page 98 for details on ordering 
back issues), a suitable dialogue box 
has been designed as shown above. 
This contains a title, so the user 
knows what the program is likely to 
do, spaces for the purge path and file 
extension to be entered, and buttons 
to cancel or proceed with the 
purging. 

As the first stage in the project, we 
will take the skeleton GEM program 
that has formed the subject of the 
last couple of tutorials, ALERT.C, and 
modify it to display the dialogue box. 
All the files required to do this are on 
the cover disk. See the “Making It 
Work" box for details of how to get 
the system up and running. 


BEHIND THE SCENES 


A quick glance at the source code, 
GEMPURGI.C, will reveal that the 
majority of the code is familiar, being 
made up of the GEM housekeeping 
functions from ALERT.C, To explain 
why the rest of the code is as it is, we 
first need to learn some more about 
how GEM works. Some of the new 


I: the sixth article in this series, we 


After covering the 
basic etiquette for 
working with GEM 
last issue, Jon Ellis 
now looks at how 
to do something 
useful with it! 


material is quite complicated, so 
don’t be put off if it does not 
all make sense on the first read 
through. Persevere, and it will 
become clear. 

The most obvious new feature 
is that the program now consists of 
two components: a .PRG file and a 
RSC file, The .RSC file is the resource 
file, the file used by GEM to 
store dialogue box data and the 
like. One of the new functions, 
initialise_resource() (shown in 
Listing 1), is concerned with extend- 
ing the housekeeping code to cope 
with resource files, 

A couple of the AES calls in this 
function are new to us. These form 
part of the AES resource handling 
package and are described in the 
“Lowdown On Resource Files” box. 


PICTURES 


A COUPLE OF SNAGS 


Two important questions arise from 
this briefing on the AES and resource 
files. The first is this: rsre_gaddr() 
needs to be given the address of 
a pointer variable to contain its 
output. All variables in C have a 
type; what type should this pointer 
be? 

To answer this question we need 
to know more about what these 
“objects” and “object trees” actually 
look like. The “object” is defined by a 
list of numbers and strings that 
tell the AES what to draw (for 
example, a box or some text), what 
colour is to be used, how thick the 
lines should be and so on. Some 
entries in the list specify how the 
‘object relates to other objects in the 


tree, where it appears on the screen: 
and whether it can be selected with 
the mouse or not. 

The aesbind.h header file defines a 
special variable type called OBJECT 
which is aC representation of the list 
of data that defines the “object”, 
We will look more deeply into the 
nature of this type later in the series, 
but for now, the program should 
be understandable at this level of 
detail 

An “object tree” behaves just 
like an array of “objects”. This means 
that if we define the variable “tree” 


OBJECT treel301; 


tree[0] is the first object in the tree, 
which in the case of a dialogue 
will always be the outer box; tree[1] 
is the second object, and so on. 

Now, we have already seen how 
arrays and pointers can be used to 
process the same data when 
we looked at strings as character 
arrays. We can take the same 
approach here: the array of objects 
that form the tree can be handled 
using a pointer to the first element of 
the array. 

Since the elements are OBJECTs, 
the pointer will be a variable declared 
as: 


OBJECT *box; 


exactly as in Listing 1. It is 
this variable that we hand to 
rsrc_gaddr() for initialisation. Simple, 
eh? 


To get the demonstration version of the interface up and running, follow these steps: 


© Copy GEMPURGE.RSC, GEMPURGE.RSD, GEMPURGE.H and GEMPURG1.C onto your compiler disk. 


© Load the C workbench and compile GEMPURG1.C. Link the resulting GEMPURG1.BIN file with the 


libraries including CGEM.BIN. 


© Run GEMPURG1.PRG either from within the workbench or from the Desktop. It will attempt to load 
the resource file GEMPURGE.RSC and give an error alert if it cannot. If all is well, the dialogue box will 


be displayed. 


‘© To exit the demonstration, click on either “OK” or “Cancel”. The dialogue box will vanish and an 
alert box will appear confirming which button was selected. The program will then terminate. 


STRIKE TWO 


Moving on to the second unresolved 
issue; how do we know where an 
‘object tree is in the resource file, and 
hence what its index is? 

This is where the resource editor 
comes to our assistance, During the 
creation of a resource file, K-Resource 
allows each tree and each object to 
be given a name of up to eight char- 
acters, This name cannot be stored 
within the resource file itself, as it is 
Not part of the resource data, 
Instead, K-Resource places the names 
in a separate data file with the exten- 
sion .RSD. 

The same information is also made 
available to C programs in the form 
of a header file, with the usual .H 
extension. This file contains #define 
statements which link the name 
chosen in K-Resource with the index 
within the resource file (Listing 2). If 
this header is #included, it allows the 
C program to quote just the name of 
the object or object tree without 
having to know where it is in the 
resource file. 

You can see this at work in the 
line: 


rsrc_gaddr(R_TREE,MAIN,&box); 


which locates the object tree called 
MAIN and places its address in the 
variable “box”. As it happens, MAIN 
is actually equal to 0 (Listing 2) but 
we never need to know that. This dis- 
tancing technique allows us to edit a 
resource file, juggling objects and 


LISTING 1 
/* 


+ 
+ 
+e 
+e 
et 
+e 
ae 
Lid 
+e 
we int 
*/ 


The function returns TRUE 
if not. The function also 
pointers. 


Usage: 


Programming In C 


THE LOWDOWN ON RESOURCE FILES 


There are several ways of storing the data required to 
specify dialogue boxes and menus. The conventional 
method is to use a resource file. These are produced 
by resource editor programs like K-Resource, and 
normally have the extension .RSC. The AES provides a 
suite of functions for dealing with resource files, and 
we meet the three most useful of these in this tutorial. 

Before a program can do anything at all with its 
resource data, the file must be loaded. The AES 
function to do this is rsrc_load(): 


result = rsrc_load("FILENAME.RSC"); 


This function loads in the resource data and does 
some internal mathematics to match the data with 
the screen resolution. 

If for some reason the file cannot be loaded, usually 
because the system cannot locate it or memory is low, 
the return value is 0. A non-zero result indicates 
success, 

When the resource data is no longer required, the 
memory occupied by the resource file can be freed 
using another AES function: rsrc_free(). It is not 
strictly necessary to call this in most cases, as program 
termination will automatically return the memory to 
the system. 

The final function in this trio of AES calls rejoices in 
the name of rsre_gaddr(). This function is used by a 
program to obtain access to the resource file data 


after loading: it Gets the ADDRess of a piece of data. 

To understand how to use rsrc_gaddr(), we need to 
look a little at the anatomy of a resource file. The 
basic unit of resource data is something called an 
object. There are many different flavours of object: 
boxes, buttons, text and so on. The dialogue boxes 
and menus used by GEM programs are made up of 
several objects arranged together to form an object 
tree, 

rsrc_gaddr() is capable of operating in many 
modes, but in these tutorials we'll confine ourselves to 
the most useful of these; searching for object tree 
addresses. To locate a particular tree, we need to 
know its index within the resource file. The first object 
tree in the file has the index 0, the second, 1, and so 
on. 

To find the address of the first tree in a resource 
file, the call would be: 


rsrc_gaddr(R_TREE,0,&pointer); 


R_TREE indicates that we want the tree search mode. 
The mode specifier is actually a number, but it makes 
the code more readable if a #define symbol is used 
instead. The second argument is the index of the tree 
to be located, in this case 0. Finally, we give 
rsrc_gaddr() a place to write the answer, by passing it 
the address of a pointer variable which it will initialise 
for us. 


success = initialise_resource(file 


trees around without needing to 
worry about the fact that the object 
indices are changing. When the 
edited file is saved, K-Resource will 
create a modified header file, and a 
quick recompilation of the C code 
will bring the program up to date 


Function to handle the loading and initialisation 
of a standard GEM resource file. The argument 
is a string that specifies the filename to be loaded. 


if all went well, or FALSE 
initialises the object tree 


initialise_resource(char *); 


int initialise_resource(filename) 


char *fil 


ce 
if (irsrc_load(filen 
return(FALSE); 
urce_active = TRUE; 


e)) 


re 


rsrc_gaddr(R_TREE,MAIN,&box); 


return(TRUE); 


LISTING 2 
/* resource set indices for 


define MAIN 0 fic 
Hdefine PATH 2 /* 
Hdefine TYPE 3 [® 
Hdefine OK 4 
define CANCEL 5 


GEMPURGE */ 


form/dialog */ 
FBOXTEXT in tree MAIN */ 
FBOXTEXT in tree MAIN */ 


/* BUTTON in tree MAIN */ 
7* BUTTON in tree MAIN */ 


with the resource file. Keen-eyed 
readers may notice that the form of 
the #include for this header file is a 
little different from normal. Up until 
now, all header file names have been 
encased within angle brackets, like 
this: 


#include 
But here, double quotes are used: 
#include “gempurge.h” 


This is a matter of C convention. 
Angle brackets are used for header 
files provided by the compiler 
system, with quotes for headers 
defined by the user. 


NEXT MONTH 


That is all we have space for in this 
tutorial. Next time, we'll continue 
looking at the program, turning our 
attention to the dialogue box display 
function. 


NOT 


The ! character, when used on its 
own in C, indicates the NOT, or 
logical inversion, operation. It 
enables some logical tests to be 
written in an alternative, more 
compact form. 

An example will probably best 
illustrate this: 


if (!rsrc_load("FILE")) 
do_something(); 


is functionally the same as 
2= FALSE) 


if (rsec_load(" FILE” 
do_something(); 


NOT is performed before the 
other logical operations like && 
(AND) and || (OR), so some 
complicated expressions may 
require bracketing to achieve the 
desired effect. 
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Comms Coaching 


FLYING VISIT 


In his single-handed quest to get 
more ST Review readers involved in 
Comms, Graeme Rutt takes a long 
look at Desktop BBS... 


esktop BBS, located in Stoke- 

diamond of a chap named Alan 
Woodcock who runs a board full of 
interesting message, support and file 
areas — and is also more than willing 
to help people with any comms, 
desktop publishing or Atari-related 
problems. 


MAKING IT TICK 


Desktop BBS runs under QaBS 
software. It is a quick, easy to 
use system based on hot-keys 
—you can interrupt menu dis- 
play at any time if you already 
know the next key to press. Once 
you've registered, by answering a 
few vital questions and a short 
questionnaire, you are automatically 
given Bronze user status (see Subs 
panel), 


MESSAGES 


The message areas are split into a 
local area, the ST Review area and 
three different network areas. The 
networks offer a comprehensive 
selection of Atari and other computer 


information - AtariNet and NeST 
are Atari specific while Fidonet 
covers all machines, with 
the emphasis on computer 
generic topics, QWK mailing is 
available from the Amail section 
in the main menu — just hit <A>. 

The local area runs from general 
chat to product support. Of particu- 
lar note are the DTP, Goodman's 
Q&A and the official Calamus support 
areas. If you have questions on any of 
these topics then here's the place to 
ask them, This is also the area to ask 
questions of the sysop. 

The ST Review item on the main 
mail menu isn’t a message base as 
such. Instead, it leads you directly to 
a message sending facility. Messages 


FINDING YOUR WAY 


‘Once you've chosen a message area, hit <R> to read a message, followed by 
either <F> to read forwards from a chosen message or <N> to read new mes- 
sages. Once you're reading messages, hit the <Return> key (or <N>) to read 
the next message and use <R> to reply to any that take your fancy. To enter 
a new message, simply hit <W> and follow the prompts. 

When you're in a file area use <F> to bring up a listing of all the available 
files. Make a list of those you'd like to check out and when you're back at the 
file area menu hit <D> to download. Follow the prompts to choose the cor- 
fect protocol, enter the filename(s) and you're away. Similarly, hit <U> to 
upload and follow the prompts. 


(COUT 12:31 OFF ONL 


reac 


Leave a | 

sage for 
ST Review | = 
via the local 
message 
area. 


m 


Terminal setup mise 


[naa Cony 12:58 OFF OM REPL NUN 


Inter BBS messages 
can be sent via 
Fidonet.., 


are picked up by a member of the ST 
Review staff regularly and dealt with 
as appropriate, Feel free to send 
them anything: letters to the editor, 
ideas for articles, complaints or even 
praise! 


FILES 


Many of the files on Desktop BBS can 
be found on any standard Atari BBS 
but the real strength of its files 
section is the support for desktop 
publishers. From a brief glance at the 
file area menus, you can tell that the 
page designers amongst us are in for 
a treat 

When you come to look at the 
specific sections, it’s hard not to start 
salivating over the jaw-dropping- 
ly amazing selection of goodies: 
745 Calamus fonts, almost 2,000 
items of clipart, a wide range of | 
pre-made Calamus CDK files and | 
a whole bunch of other DTP- | 
related items. If you're into DTP, 
this is definitely the BBS for you 

There's plenty to be found in 
the other sections ~ including a 
number of source code files for 
GFA and pictures and sound 
samples for devotees of Star Trek. If 
you're a new user to the board then 
why not download “allareas.zip” 
from the General files area? This 
provides a full listing of everything 
that’s available. 


GO FOR IT! 


Desktop BBS is a comprehensive, well 
organised bulletin board with a 
wealth of areas in which you can 
walk the electronic path. Finally, 
please note that subscriptions raised 
from registered users have recently 
bought a second telephone line ~ 
Desktop BBS is now open all 24 hours 
a day! 


Fe gavosn0 600,00 / 00.00 On 


The main 
menu — 
note the 
Goodman's 


SUBS 


Desktop is a non-profit making 
board, but subscriptions are 
required if you want better 
access. All money eared in this 
way is ploughed straight back 
into the board, The subscriptions 
and restrictions are as follows: 


Bronze Level - free, 30 minutes 
and 100Kb download limit per 
day 

Silver Level ~ £15 per year, 60 
minutes and 1Mb download limit 
per day 

Gold Level - £25/year, 180 
minutes and 2Mb download limit 
per day 


In addition, Silver and Gold users 
can use the Amail mailer to 
pre-pack their QWK packets thus 
saving on-line time, 


Desktop BBS’s mail area menu 
= lots of places to chat! 


Phone Number: 0782 541305 
(Stoke-on-Trent) 


Sysop: Alan Woodcock 


Times: 24 hours 


Speeds:v32bis (14400) with 
v42bis 


NeST: 90:100/105 
Fidonet: 2:255/59 
AtariNet: 51:6/3 


Want to travel the 
world the cheap 
way - via your 
modem? Over the 
next few issues, 
Mark Baines will 
look at the main 
Atari-based 
networks starting 
with NeST... 


Want some advice on hardware or 

software? Want to sell or buy 
something? Want the latest software 
that even the PD libraries don’t get? 
All this and more can be obtained 
from the world’s premier network of 
Atari computers — Network ST or 
NesT. 

Throughout the world, computers 
of every type and description are 
linked together forming networks for 
the free interchange of data and 
information. Some are microcomput- 
er-based and run by amateurs. One 
such network is NeST — the largest 
private, amateur-run, communica- 
tions network in the world geared 
specifically, although not exclusively, 
to the Atari ST, TT and Falcon range. 


ROCKIN’ ALL OVER 
THE WORLD 


NeST was set up three years ago in 
the UK and Europe as a network of 
Bulletin Boards (BBS). The instigator 
was Daron Brewood, still the Zone 
Coordinator and final arbiter. NeST 
currently has more than 180 Bulletin 
Boards spanning eighteen countries 
from Russia to Australia and the UK 
to the US and actively work 
with Atari in various countries. 

Many sysops and users are 
proficient programmers and 
the network provides support for 
them and their products, such as 
Teddy-Term (reviewed in Issue 22). 
Some have formed a group called 
NeSTWare which supports mostly 
comms-related software. Daron’s 
intended aim for NeST i 
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The Network ST logo, better known 
simply as NeST. 


A typical message 
and reply you can 
expect to see in 
the ST echo. 


FRONTIER 


FREE 


Atari users worldwide, through a 
comprehensive and free Atari- 
based computer system. We 
hope eventually to have 
computer links into every 
country in the world where 
Atari products are sold, endeav- 
ouring to assist any user anywhere, 
quickly and accurately.” With this in 
mind a gateway has already been 
established with AtariNet in the US 
where some messages are inter- 
changed and firm links have also 
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formed with TurboNet, both of which 
are Atari dedicated networks but 
smaller than NeST. Plans are also 
under way to link NeST into the 
Internet, the biggest network in the 
world, 


FEATURES 


Access to any NeST BBS is free 
(except for your telephone charges) 
and there is probably one within local 
call distance from you — check out ST 
Review's set of Atari-specific BBSs over 
the last five issues. 

The most important aspect of any 
BBS is the message areas where you 
can read messages from other users 
and reply to them. Any message 
posted on one BBS will appear on all 
other NeST BBSs, presenting your 
problem or query to a wide range of 
people, In this way, you can 
exchange ideas and information, 
chat, make friends and contacts and 
generally get help and advice that 
might not be available elsewhere. 

NeST message areas cover a wide 
range of topics; ST and Falcon- 


specific matters, programming, 
games playing, hatdware and 
software support, general chat, 
comms — most subjects will be cov- 
ered somewhere. The ST and Falcon 
areas are particular busy with many 
experts on hand. 

File areas are where files are stored 
and made available for you to down- 
load into your computer. There are 
PD and shareware programs, text, 
graphics and sound files for the ST, 
Falcon, and many other computers 
such as the Amiga, PC and Mac as 
well, The Falcon files area is the most 
up-to-date and comprehensive 
anywhere, 

On-line games can be played - 
and care is needed over the 
telephone bill! The most popular is 
Space Empire Elite where you try to 
conquer the universe against oppo- 
nents on other parts of the network. 

If it’s support you want for your 
new Falcon or Jaguar, some 
programming tips, a good gossip or 
the latest version of LHARC then you 
can’t do better than stroll around 
NeST. 


AROUND THE 
WORLD IN 18 
WAYS 


Eighteen countries currently 
support NeST: United Kingdom, 
Canada, the United States, 
Germany, the Netherlands, 
Australia, Italy, France, Spain, 
Switzerland, Sweden, Russia, 
Greece, Norway, Denmark, 
Luxembourg, South East Asia 
and Belgium 
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ST Review’s panel 
of experts are on 
hand to supply 
the answers to 
your questions... 


NATTY NOTEPAD 


My machine is a 520STE 
with 4Mb of RAM 
and an Amstrad 


Notepad. For my 
final year project at 
University | am 
investigating the 


Autocad system that we have running 
‘on a Sun network on campus. | would 
like to be able to write parts of, report 
on the Notepad next to the worksta 
tion and then transfer them to the ST 
Unfortunately, although | have made 
the connection between the two 
using the VT52 emulator and a null 
modem cable | do not kno\ 


at to 
do next. Can you help or give me the 
name of a PD program that would do 
this for me? 

J Wallis, West Yorkshire 


In order to exchange files between 
the Notepad and ST you will need a 
communications program capable 
of handling X-Modem transfers - 
Freeze Dried Terminal or D-Term 
will do nicely. As luck would have 
it, a disk containing all of the 
software you will require and full 
details of the transfer process itself 
is reviewed in this month’s PD Zone. 
I suggest you give The Shareware 
Company a ring on 0272 424743 
and order yourself a copy. 

On a more practical note, bear in 
mind that the NC-100 uses a 
trimmed down version of Protext. If 
you are using a different word 
processor at the ST end of the 
cable, all documents must be 
converted to ASCII format in order 
to be useful, Also, be sure to reserve 
@ copy of next month’s issue, in 
which we will be taking a careful 
look at “Writing on the Run”. 

Nial Grimes 


Missing link 
~ connecting an 
Amstrad Notepad (3 
to an STisa | 
doddle with the | 


EXPERT 


Not so basic 

- STOS delivers 
a great deal of 
programming 
power for little 
effort. 


sa Ge 


Ou ONLY HAVES. 


For my A-Level 
communications 
project, | intend 


to produce an edu: 
cational program for 
Maths. | am going to 
trusty 1Mb STE but | am 
puzzled as to which programming 
language to use. | don’t want 
ing amazingly fast, but it is 
aimed at young children, so | do 
want the program to be colourful 
and make use of the ST graphical 
capabilities. 

| also want to make use of the 
sound chip for a few nursery rhyme- 
type tunes and crisp sound effects. | 
have never done any programming 
an the ST, but | am familiar with 
diff types of BASIC on 8-bit 
machines, so the language must not 
be complicated. | have heard of 
different types of language; STOS, C 
Pascal, Assembly and Machine Code, 
but these all sound very complicated 
What language do you recommend? 
D Woodley, Devon 


use m 


any 


Recommending a programming 
language is often a tricky business 
as each individual has their own 
idea of the type of programs they 
wish to create and the amount of 
time they are prepared to study to 
fulfil such goals. Bearing in mind 
your previous experience and the 
fact that you are probably not 


right software... 


prepared to delay your project 
for three years to learn a new 
language, | would recommend 
that you stick with BASIC. Various 
versions are available for the STE, 
but one is just perfect for educa- 
tional programs ~ STOS BASIC. 
While accepting all the usual 
BASIC commands, STOS offers an 
enhanced instruction set that 
allows a vast range of control over 
sound and graphics. For example, 
complete pictures can be loaded 
into memory — up to 15 at a time 
— and displayed on-screen as and 
when required. Pictures can be 
faded in and out, using some 60 
in-built effects, and any part of 
the screen can be copied, reduced, 
enlarged and scrolled. Sprites and 
pictures can be animated from 
simple explosions through to full 
scale cartoon-style animation. 
Regarding music, STOS can 
create simple chip music using 
its own editor and can reproduce 
sampled sounds; no other pro- 
gramming language offers so 
much power for so little effort, 
which accounts for why it has been 
used for countless commercial 
educational packages and games. 
Anybody contemplating program- 
ming in STOS should take a look 
at “The Beginners Guide to STOS 
BASIC”, available from my 
company on 0983 756056. 
Mark Thomson, MT Software 


SPANNER IN THE WORKS 


| have owned a 1040 
STE for two years 
now, and since then 
it has been upgraded 
to 2Mb and a second 

drive has been added 
to it. | use Protext and Timeworks 
programs on a regular basis and it’s 
only recently that | had the need for 
an Art program. So | went through all 
my magazines and cover disks (and 


that’s a lot believe mel) to try out the 
different art programs 

Only one suited my needs: Easy 
Draw 2 (Issue 14, June 93). It is 
absolutely fantastic and just what | 
want for the job in hand. So | soon 
learned to use it, thanks to your “step 
by step” article sending me to a 
follow-up in the next issue. | avidly 
found Issue 15, July 93, to discover 
Easy Tools. | soon saw the advantages 
of such functions as the Rotator and 
Polytext amongst others, but try as | 
may, only a few commands in the 
Toolbox of Easy Tools responded to 
me — Inquiz, Rotator and Convert 
remain silent and invisible. 

At first, | thought, “What have 1 
done wrong?” So, | took away the 
programs | added to the disk in case 
these caused some incompatibility, 
but no joy. | went back to your 
instructions and double checked that 
had followed them to the letter. Still 
no joy. Have | forgotten something? 
Could the disk be faulty or have 
others found difficulties with this 
program? 

E Baillie, Banffshire 


With your 2Mb system, the 
problem is unlikely to be one of 
memory shortage, particularly as 
Easy Draw and its GEM files are 
very economical in both memory 
and storage space. But to make 
sure, we tried to reproduce your 
problems by deliberately loading a 
large file into each window and 
then repeatedly copying Easy Tools 
“Flowers” all over the screen until 
an “Insufficient memory” message 
was received. 

As illustrated, clicking on the 
Easy Draw Info in the Desk menu 
will summon up a dialogue box 
showing your remaining space 
(clicking on the “DT” box — Dump 
Trash - often frees up some more), 
but even with a minute amount of 
available RAM, Easy Tools’ Inquiz 
continued to respond. There was, 
of course, insufficient RAM for 
Convert and Rotator to complete a 
task though their dialogue boxes 
appeared. 

Although two of Easy Tools’ 
functions that you mention as 
working, Angulator and Polytext, 
can be used with a blank screen, 
the remaining three, Inquiz, 
Rotator and Convert, are object- 
specific and need a drawn item on 
which to work. If no items are 
active ~ marked with a sizing box 
~ then clicking on any of these 
three functions will have no effect 
as they will have nothing to 
report, convert or rotate, and this 
is the most likely cause of your 
problem. After loading both 
programs, draw a rectangle and 
while it is still marked as active, 
click on each of the “missing” 


Luck of 


the draw 
= some of 
Easy 
Tools’ 
functions 
only work 
when 
objects 


Tgures in Window 1; S852 
Figures in Window 2: 4404 


Figures available: 


are 
selected... 


functions in turn. The only 
“success” in our experiments to 
disable Easy Tools was when a 
different version of Easy Draw was 
used, as each version must be used 
with the corresponding version of 
Easy Tools, but as both programs 
in your case came from our cover 
disks this is not possible. 

Keith Berry 


HARD DRIVIN’ 


| have been trying to 

build up my own 

hard disk using a 

kit supplied by 

Gasteiner and a 

Quantum ELS127 

127Mb bare drive. 

Unfortunately there seems to be no 

way that the new drive is recognised, 

and | have tried it with the jumpers 

as factory installed (logical device 

number 6) and with them removed 

(logical device number 0), as well as 

with the termination resistors in place 

and removed. In fact, all | seem to 

get is the desktop showing three 
extra floppies, labelled D, E and F. 


Then | looked up the WINCAP file, 
and it seemed that the maximum 
drive size allowed for was only 80Mb! 
On the face of it this does seem odd, 
since Gasteiner claim to supply drives 
in excess of that capacity. On 
speaking with someone there, | was 
told that the host adapter was the 
source of that limitation, 

What do | know? Is it more feasible 
to remove the host adapter and get 
the 50-way SCSI cable fitted up to 
the Centronics socket on the back of 
the case, and use the ICD Link as the 
adapter? As this has been hanging 
fire for some months now | would 
appreciate an answer, 

B Gowland, Bucks 


To connect a SCSI drive to an ST, 
you must have parity on the drive 
disabled. This is usually done via 
a jumper switch on the drive 
mechanism itself but the early 
Quantum ELS drives were delivered 
with parity permanently enabled. 
Later models had firmware revi- 
sions that allowed them to be 
properly disobled but this could 
easily explain your problems. 


PROGRAMMING PRO 


Assuming you can't disable 

parity on your ELS, you'll need 
either the ICD AdSCSI or ICD 
Advantage host adapter (not the 
GE-Soft one supplied by Gasteiner 
in their earlier hard drive kits) plus 
a current version of the appropri- 
ate ICD utility software. The Link 
won't work at all with parity 
enabled so that’s not an option. 

As for the 80Mb limit, don't 
worry. Plenty of people out there 
are using massive hard drives of a 
gigabyte or more. In theory, TOS 
1.04 and later versions allow up 
to 14 partitions reaching up to 
512Mb in size ~ a rather stagger- 
ing total of over 7 gigabytes! If 
you want to autoboot, you have to 
have a boot partition (the first on 
the drive) of under 32Mb but the 
others can be of any size up to the 
512Mb limit. 

Incidentally, back in issue 5 1 
reviewed a Gasteiner drive with 
the GE-Soft interface and had a lot 
of trouble getting TOS to recognise 
the drive. In fact, | seem to recall 
ending up with an odd looking 
desktop much as you describe, | 
suggest you look at the {CD alter- 
natives or contact System Solutions 
for information on their new 
Translator, a cable-style host 
adapter that is claimed not to ve 
fussy about parity. Andrew 
Wright 


TOS MANUAL 


A few months ago, | 
bought TOS 2.06 
and switcher for 
my 520STE. At the 
time it was to get 
tid of the medium 


LEMS 


Ask The Experts 


resolution bug in the early TOS 1.06. 
However since then, I've grown to 
appreciate it more and was glad to 
see the feature in the December 
issue. 

Could you tell me if there is some 
sort of instruction manual for 
TOS 2.06 on the market? All | 
got with my chips were fitting 
instructions. 

R Dobbie, Yorkshire 


Compo are the only company in 
the UK that is licensed by Atari 
to produce English TOS 2.06 
EPROMs. Any ROMs they supply 
come with two manuals; one for 


Super TOS ~ but the booklet 
that comes with the official 
upgrade is essential. 


full fitting instructions and a 
Guide to TOS 2.06 ~ all 38 pages 
of it, written by Atari itself. Also 
included is a disk with a version 
of the Atari hard disk driver (AHDI) 
that works with TOS 2.06, the 
new Control Panel (XControl) and 
various CPX modules. 

From your letter, it is clear 
that you did not buy your upgrade 
from Compo. However, I've had a 
word with them on your behalf 
and they will happily supply you 
with the disk and manuals for a 
nominal charge. Just tell them that 
Vic sent you... Vic Lennard 


Questions about programming in BASIC? 
Then Ofir Gal's your man... 


IF... ELSEIF... BUT? 


Using issue 23 of ST Review 
(Gemming It Up, page 94/5), | 
have been unable to get the 
program to print out or cancel in 
response to “IF result= OKBUT...” 
I have tried with HiSoft BASIC v1.31, 
v2.02 and v2.10 but without success. However | 
changed the program to: “IF result= 1... ELSEIF 
result=2 ...” and found that OK or Cancel was 
printed out to screen, 

By the way, | read in ST Applications (issue 4, 
March 1991) in the “Giving It The WERCS" article 
on page 49 that "FORM_DO incorporates... and 
then returns a value, The value it returns is always 
and only the number of the object which caused 
the exit”. 

G Hogg, Londonderry 


There could be several reasons for your 
problem, but the most likely one is that 
you have forgotten to include the line 
‘Sinclude gem1.bh 

in your program, The values the constants 


OKBUT and CANBUT represent are indeed 1 and 
2, so effectively the change you made to the 
program should have no effect unless you have 
not named the buttons as instructed in the 
tutorial. This can only be done with a resource 
editor like K-Resource or WERCS. | recommend 
you read the tutorial again, especially the box 
entitled "What's in a Dialogue Box” which 
describes this, If you did not name the buttons 
or forgot to include the header file, then 
OKBUT and CANBUT will be considered 
variables in the program and both will have the 
value of 0, Try adding the line PRINT OKBUT to 
the program. If the result is 0 then this would 
explain the problems you are having. 


OK, but — it’s vital ton 
the resource editor so that BASIC can 
access them by name. 


¢ objects in 


BASIC FUNCTIONS 


Since HiSoft BASIC as included on one of 
the cover disks on Atari ST Review | have followed 
your tutorials and am now attempting some 
programming on my own. 

My question concems the use of function keys. 
How can | include them for use in my own 
programs, for example, as a Quit button? 

I suspect | am missing something simple 
but would be grateful for any guidance you 
can offer. 

P Dutton, Cheshire 


Function keys cannot be read with inkeyS 
since they produce no ASCII value. The best 
way to read a function key is using evnt_keybd 
in a GEM program, or INP(2) in other 
programs. 

The calls return a scan code rather than an 
ASCII value or a character string. You can 
find a table of all the scan codes in The Atari 
Compendium. There are 20 valid Function key 
sequences, normal and shifted. Both calls 
return only when a keypress occurs, effectively 
halting the program, 

If you're writing a GEM application then 
evnt_multi includes evnt_keybd. 
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Whether you’re 
Angry from 
Anglesey or Elated 
from Eltham, drop 
me a line and 
have your say. 
Don’t forget that 
the Star Letter i: 
rewarded with a 
£25 cheque... 


GOT SOMETHING 
TO SAY? 


ST Review is your magazine and 
Putting pen to paper gives you 
direct contact with us. As 

editor, | read every letter that 
you send and carefully select the 
ones for publication. | receive far 
more letters than can be printed, 
so make yours interesting if you 
want to see it in these pages! 


It may simply be that you have 


a constructive criticism about an 
article in ST Review, or that one 
of our columnists has inflamed 
you with his honesty, Whatever 
the reason, drop a line to me, 
Vic Lennard, at: 


Points Of View, 

Atari ST Review, 

Europa House, 
Adlington Park, 
Macclesfield SK10 4NP. 


Please do not send stamped- 

addressed envelopes; personal 

replies cannot be entered into. 
All mail received is considered 

for publication unless other- 

wise stated and we reserve 

the right to edit letters where 

necessary without altering 

the context. 


STAR BACKLASH 


May | say that you gave Mr Bateson 
an extremely reasoned reply to his 
letter (Star letter, issue 23), Vic 
Possibly too reasoned 

Speaking as one of a small band of 
Atari programmers who have been 
developing GEM environments to 
take us into the future, { take grave 
xception to some of Mr Bateson’s 


comments. 

Just how does the “icon culture 
mell of exclusivity? Is Mr Bateson 
trying to say that there is a clique 


omewhere of people who share icon 


info and who are sworn to keeping 
the secret of, perhaps, what the third 
icon down from the left in Cavamus 
might mean? This is errant rubbish 
The use of icons is often the only 
possible way of including all the 
aptions available to the user at any 


one time 

To take Calamus as an example, 
how exactly would you fit 20 or more 
options (per icon toolbox) on-screen 


if we were to follow Mr Bateson’s 
advice and use “proper” words? This 
is fine for dated programs like Ist 
Word Plus ~ which has few options 
to offer 
kind of modern software which we 


but is unworkable for the 


should all be hoping to see on our 
desktops, 

That said, there is definitely a 
problem with some packages when it 
comes to icon recognition. This, | 
believe, occurs because a lot of 
programmers try to be graphic 
artists, which they rarely are. 

“Exclusive dependence on the 
mouse”? Should we all go back to 


using command lines? Although 
agreeing that there should always be 
keyboard shortcuts for any mouse 
operation, | can think of few places 
where I'd like to see keyboard 
operations instead of buttons, 
pulldown menus and the like 

And as for “Smart-arse program- 
mers", “spotty herberts”, and “life- 
wasting games”? Mr Bateson’s choice 
language is as offensive as it is 


Paper power 


inaccurate. His views seem to be 
stuck back in the ‘70s ~ | wonder if 
he’s the type of person who still uses 
the term “computer whizz-kids”? | 
know a number of programmers 
including myself, who are working 
very hard (often, in fact almost 
always, without immediate payment) 
to bring about intelligent, easy-to-use 
GEM interfaces that give the user a 
pleasant working environment 
Without such people the Atari world 
would have died and the few people 
still using their outmoded, virtually 
useless, machines would still be run- 
ning Ist Word and DB Manager. Let's 
have some support rather than this 
kind of ill-judged nonsense. 
Regarding the “Help key”, yes | 
agree entirely. In fact, if you keep 
abreast of current programming 


technology you'd find that most 
GEM toolkits (which are used to write 
modern-looking GEM interfaces) 
include this kind of thing. But | doubt 
whether Mr Bateson would like this 
though — as well as being activated 


- Papyrus 
and That's 
Write 3 
sport user 
interfaces 
typical of 
modern 
German 
programs. 


by the keyboard there is also an 
on-screen buttor 
Graeme Rutt, Cambs 


The arguments for and against 
icon-driven programs could fill 
both of these letter pages ~ and 
more besides. While non icon- 
based programs such as Protext 
are very popular, we are certainly 
seeing a new generation of 
German programs, many of which 
sport impressive user interfaces. 
Which do you prefer and why? 
Drop me a tine and we'll discuss 
this further... 


UP FRONT 


The ST is limited to the choice of low, 
medium and high resolutions, but 
the Falcon, with its VGA/RGB choice, 
offers from two to true colour 
resolutions. This gives a wider chance 
of trying to run software in the 
wrong resolution and so believing 
the program is faulty. 

This is further complicated by 
some applications being incompati- 
ble with MultiTOS, NVDI or other 
system enhancements, 

with so many permutations 
available for the Falcon and ST, it 
‘would be very helpful if the optimum 
and permissible range of compatible 
settings could be indicated for cover 
disk programs, software reviews, and 
PD disks. This indication should 
appear at the start of a review, rather 
than buried in the text. 

N Scott, Altrincham, Cheshire 


Our recent review of PixArt 
brought this point home very 
clearly; David Howell ran it on his 
system without problem while 
Keith Berry, with a 4Mb STe, 
had no end of trouble. But while 
agree that this information 
should be forthcoming, you must 
'e the impracticalities as 
well. Most of ST Review's writers 
have a Falcon and an ST 
of some type; some also have 
access to a number of different 
TOS versions. But to thoroughly 
test every program for resolution, 


impossible. 

1am not saying that ST Review 
attempts to shortchange you in the 
fact stakes. Far from it; | believe 
that the magazine you are 
‘currently holding in your hands is 
the most accurate of the UK ST 
glossies. And from next issue, you 
will see a change in our score- 
boxes, one of which will be the 
division of “Min. Memory’ into 
three categories giving you 
the minimum RAM, monitor 
resolutions and Atori computer 

| type. | hope this will help. 

‘Of course, the real answer is 
for software writers to include a 
document file outlining the kind of 
points you have raised — but that’s 
another question altogether... 


Points Of View 


THERE ARE ALWAYS TWO SIDES 


1 am writing to you in response to your answer to 
David White's letter, in issue 23 (February 1994), Also 
to raise a point mentioned in another letter on the 
same page from Leo Vincent. 

Like, | am sure, a large number of ST users, | have 
had my machine for some time now. It’s an STe with 
2Mb, a second disk drive, and a Citizen 24e printer. | 
have been buying ST magazines since the day | 
bought my ST. As a consequence, ! have built up a 
massive collection of magazines, cover disks and 
related information from PD companies and the like, 
and although { certainly still have a lot to learn, \'m 
very happy with my choice of computer. 

Why do | buy ST Review? Because it is, quite simply, 
the best ST magazine on the news stand, | like the 
content; { like the intelligent way that the whole yt circle — release of the Falcon has 


thing is strung together. | also respect the profession-pesulted in development of some of the 
alism of the editorial team who aren't afraid to give pest ST software. 


genuine opinions even though they have to be hid- 
den under a sticker! So, | suspect, do the majority of your readers, 

Let’s take the competition. Atari ST User has got so thin that it’s just not worth the money anymore, and john 
Butters, unlike yourselves, seems to hate criticism of that magazine, which is probably why it has lost its appeal. 
ST Format is still quite good, but suffers from rather a lot of “games overkill”, and news of the Falcon and Jaquar 
which frankly aren't what | buy an ST magazine for, and indeed has stopped me from buying several recent 
issues. It’s time that the Falcon saga was put in its own cover, and then those who are interested can read about 
it without “poaching” space from magazines starting with ST. 

So it does in many ways come down to the cover disk. Yours are excellent, and | don’t agree with what Leo 
said, The cover disk of Timeworks 2 was clearly marked, and the magazine was still an excellent buy. 

As | can usually find any information | want, having kept a magazine contents disk from the early days, this 
isn’t necessarily why { buy the magazine. The cover disk can often be the decider. ! would willingly fork out £4 
for an issue with two disks, as | suspect would many others. 

Just keep those zoo animals out of our magazine! Falcons and Jaguars aren’t what | buy your magazine for, 
and if the content of them becomes too great, then | will simply not buy the magazine anymore, and that 
would be a great pity. 

Keith Simpson, South Devon 


Is it just my imagination or are all ST owners as paranoid as D. McGeachie (issue 23) appears to be? He seems to 
think that because he personally can’t afford a Falcon anybody who has bought or is thinking of buying one 
should be deprived of the few sources of information available to them. If ST magazines didn’t cover the Falcon 
then | for one would have no idea what was available for it. | appreciate that there are probably not many 
Falcons in the UK, and this is a shame as it is an excellent machine, but | don’t think that those of us who had 
the nerve and belief in Atari to buy what was their most powerful new computer should be punished for 
attempting to support Atari, even if that belief does now appear to have been misguided, due to Atar\’s inept 
attempts at marketing. | also don’t see any reason why ST mags shouldn't support the Jaguar as | can see its 
appeal to ST gamers. Hopefully, if the Jaguar is as successful as it seems, it may then lead to more money being 
put into ST and Falcon developments. 

There seems to be plenty of productivity software available and more coming out all the time which can only 
be good for the whole Atari range. Many of these new applications are downwardly compatible with the ST and 
fully GEM/MultiTOS compliant ~ why all programs weren't fully GEM compliant all along | don't know, but that’s 
programmers for you. 

1 for one will be continuing to use my Falcon for a while yet - and | may even be forced to put my 
programming and artistic talents to use and write some games for the beast if no one else will. Keep up the 
Falcon coverage. 

Alan Broad, Ayr, Scotland 


As editor of ST Review, I have to see both of these points. Over the last year, ST Review has become the ST 
magazine for editorial coverage, giving you full reviews of all products as they emerge, along with a feast of 
features and highly useful previews of the major programs before they appear. And we don't Just stick the 
latter in our News pages as an afterthought — previews are as carefully planned as reviews. 

No Folcon-specific magazine exists — and { doubt whether one ever will as the target audience is far too 
small. ST Review tries to review all products for the Atari range of computers — and Alan’s point that most 
Falcon products are ST-compatible is an important one, How many Falcon-specific programs are there opart 
from Chromastudio, which has yet to be released, and direct-to-disk products? | cannot believe that any ST 
Review reader would prefer us to ignore the likes of GEMView, DA's Picture, Studio Photo and Calamus $ 2 just 
because they happen to make full use of the Falcon’s additional hardware. 

The Jaguar is a different issue, and I believe that many ST owners will be interested to know just how good 
this games machine is, But you cannot fail to have noticed that ST Review has yet to provide coverage outside 
of the News pages. This will continue until reasonable stocks of the Jaguar are available in the UK, at which 
point we'll start to review the games in Screen Scene - but we certainly won't devote a separate section to it. 

If you own a bog-standard ST and have no intention of upgrading your mochine (apart from a little extra 
RAM possibly), then you have my whole-hearted support. For now you can reap the benefits of owning some 
of the best software ever seen on our machines, much of which would not have been developed save for the 
emergence of the Falcon. 

‘And as | always say, ST Review is your magazine. Thanks, Keith, for some of your other ideas which | simply 
didn't have enough space to print - and I'll be Jooking very closely at the results of our recent survey... 
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any issues, now's 
your chance to 
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hurry — stocks 
are limited... 
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520/1040 ST/STM/STF/STFMISTE.......... £99.95 
Monochrome, Colour Monitors exciuding CRT, LO.P.T....sssseecceeeee £59.95 | 

We pick up computers for repairs and memory upgrades for Next Day delivery 

to us by Courier Service for only £5.00 + VAT = * 
520 STF/STFM to 1 Meg * £59.95 520 STE to 1 Meg. * £17.95 
520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 2.5 Meg .....£89.95 520 STE to 2 Meg. * £59,95 
520 ST/STM/STF/STFM to 4 Meg.......£139.95 520 STE to 4 Meg. *£114,95 
5 Compatible with all ST/STF/STFM/STE/Mega ST/Mega STE/Falcon ? 
Profile 500C eased Tas CAO. GO! | PRTOMEA LOD Geretrsrersavestes i £369.95 
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We shall try to beat any genuine 
advertised Falcon prices 
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Software that Matches your 
Hardware 


—— tari Works 


The comprehensive, up-to-date, integrated 
business package for any Atari 680x0 
computer with 2Mb of memory and a hard 
disk. Atari Works contains a word processor, a 
spreadsheet and a database in one program, so 
that swapping between the applications is a 
piece of cake! 


The word processor contains all the normal 
editing functions plus the drawing of lines & 
boxes, graphic import, spell checker and 
thesaurus, mail merge etc 


The spreadsheet is as powerful as many people will ever need - organise your data clearly and 
simply as text, percentage, fixed or floating-point or currency and then, using the 53 built-in If you need a high-end word processor with many desktop 


functions, create interdependancies between your information. Then display the results graphically publishing features then Papyrus is the new package for you. 


with pie charts, line graphs etc, and cut/paste these into the word processor! rhetpelieaion & Meal Gr pioductha ill irre 


The database is a joy to use; create as many fields as you need and position them on your form using professional-looking output, from one-page flyers to complete 

the mouse. Once the data has been entered you can sort it, match records, find specific entries and manuals. With extensive SpeedoGDOS support, paragraph styles, 

produce reports, all quickly and simply. It iS easy to import data from other databases and export headers, footers, footnotes, reliable undo, automatic table of 

data for use with the mail merge facility of the word processor. contents, flexible zoom, index creation, full margin control, freely 
adjustable paper format, letter micro-spacing, GEM vector import, 

text flow around objects, master pages, RTF support and more 

Papyrus is the premier choice for all serious writers and designers. 


All modules support the new SpeedoGDOS and are fully integrated - Atari Works is probably the 
most powerful integrated package yet seen on the Atari computers 


DevpacDSP 


Another new programming 
package joins the HiSoft 
family of languages for the 


Atari 680x0 computers. 
DevpacDSP is a complete 
development system for the 
Motorola 56001 digital 
signal processor used in the 
Falcon030. 


DevpacDSP consists of a fast 56001 e 
Remember that we've also updated ou assembler, fully integrated with VIDEOMASTER) 
other programming languages for the our friendly GEM editor, which 


Falcon. Devpac 3.10, Lattice C 5.60 and supports macros, conditional : 
HiSoft BASIC 2.10 all contain extra assembly, include files and direct 
libraries / include files for the Falcon, an production of .LOD files or Falcon 
extended debugger that works in all binary plus an easy-to-use 

Falcon resolutions and much more. The GEM-based debugger for 

Modern Atari System Software book (free disassembling and stepping 

with Lattice C 5.60) gives full Falcon through your code, modifying 
developer documentation. registers, setting breakpoints etc. 


The best-value real-time video digitiser Clarity is our latest sound sampling 
you can buy. VideoMaster is available system for the Falcon. Featuring an 

for the ST/STe and, in a special extensive sample editor, a complete drum 
enhanced true colour version, for the sequencer and a powerful MIDI 

Falcon. VideoMaster RGB includes our controller, Clarity is an ideal companion 
new colour splitter, ColourMaster and for all musicians. Includes extra hardware 
produces amazing quality colour stills, for CD (44.1KHz) and DAT (48KHz) 


All products on this page 
should be available now - but 


H®RLEKIN con Seay ah 


pricing 


This popular collection of utilities for _ for use with the Manager, separate e 

all Atari computers gets another keyboard and font editors and much H Ss 
facelift. Harlekin 3 contains a more, The whole package has a new 1 oO 
multitude of enhancements including look, with all modules in a window or 


a multi-file editor, a new a flying dialog so that they can be High Quality Software 
communications module with a moved and the memory configuration 


scripting language, support for high _is now even simpler. Upgrades from 
density disks, anew Alarms module, Flarlekin 2 cost only £19.95, The Old School Greenfield 
Bedford MK45 5DE UK 
Tel +44 (0) 
If you have difficulty obtaining our new titles, just call, quoting your Fax +44 (0) 
Access/Mastercard/Visa/Switch/Connect card number and expiry date and we will 
despatch the goods within 5 working days. For an extra £5 we will despatch the day of 
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